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Life-Sharing 1 Corinthians Part 5

Lesson 23—What Should I Bring To Worship1 Corinthians 14:26-40

Lesson 24  Can A Man Be Raised From The Dead And It Not Matter?  1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Lesson 25  What If We Got Rid Of Easter  1 Corinthians 15:12-34

Lesson 26 “We’re Not Always Going To Look Like This” 1 Corinthians 15:35-58

Lesson 27  We’ve Got A Responsibility To Each Other  1 Corinthians 16:1-24

Our purpose is to enter into a right relationship with God and be equipped for the ministry of Jesus Christ to make a difference in the lives of others.

Lesson 23—What Should I Bring To Worship

1 Corinthians 14:26-40

	Paul stated that God is not a God of disorder but of peace. Note that the preferred alternative to disorder is “peace.” Too often, in resisting disorder, Christians have opted for rigid, predictable, and unvarying forms of worship in which God’s presence is as difficult to find as in disorderly gatherings. When there is chaos, the church is not allowing God to work among believers as he would like. Peaceful order should not, however, rule out God’s creativity, joy, and unpredictability. Do your part to have worship be a joyful, peaceful, winsome experience that draws people into it.


1.  What does it take to have a great and meaningful worship service on Sundays?

2.  What is that the congregation is responsible for during worship?

3.  Is there a requirement in this passage that there should be tongue speaking in each service of worship?

4. What does it mean to you to say the “spirits of prophets are subject to prophets?”

5.  Why is there such an emphasis on order in this passage?

6.  How do you reconcile verse 34 of women not being allowed to speak, with verse 11:5 in which it states that women do pray and prophesy in church? Are the two concepts related to each other or not? 

7.  What do you think is at the heart of verse 34 when looking at the context in which the verse is found?  What is it that would make the speaking disgraceful in the context in which we find it?

8.  What things do we find in the church today that should be changed because they are disorderly to worship?

9. What is God asking of you  to help make our worship services more of a celebration of God’s goodness? What is it you should bring and what is it you should do after you arrive?

10.   What should we accomplish by coming together for worship as believers?

Lesson 24  Can A Man Be Raised From The Dead And It Not Matter?  1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The truth never loses its power. People, however, often lose their grip on truth. The struggles in the Corinthian church made it clear to Paul that they needed to refocus their attention on the gospel. He brought his letter to a close with a vigorous proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. They were wandering; Paul called them back to the center. Like the Corinthians, we can’t afford to stray from Christ. Every claim about Christianity has roots in his resurrection. What we believe about this life and the afterlife depends on what Jesus did with death. God’s Word calls us back to the center.

1.  What comes to your mind when you hear a report of someone rising from the dead?

2.  Paul opens this chapter with the idea that there is more than one gospel floating around. What are some of the gospels in the church today that  use Christ, but are not really of Christ?

3.  What’s the connection between believing and holding firm as found in verse 2. “1 Cor. 15:2     By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. “  How would you explain to a person what it means to have believed in vain?

4.  Where do you find yourself believing one thing, but holding on to something differently?

5.  Why is the eyewitness testimonies of people who saw Jesus after his death so important that it’s recorded here?

6.  What kind of things should make us feel as though we are the least among our brothers and sisters in Christ?

7.  Why does the longer you  are a Christian, the more sin you see being revealed in your life? Shouldn’t we be becoming more and more holy?

8. In verse 10 Paul spoke of receiving more grace. His reception of grace made him more determined than ever to work harder for Christ.  Why do we often use God’s grace in the opposite manner in which grace is used to excuse our lack of action?

9. What is it about believing in the resurrection that demands a change in our lifestyles?

10.  How does the resurrection affect your lifestyle in your home?

Lesson 25  What If We Got Rid Of Easter  1 Corinthians 15:12-34

	The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the central fact of Christian history. On it, the church is built; without it, there would be no Christian church today. Jesus’ resurrection is unique. Other religions have strong ethical systems, concepts about paradise and afterlife, and various holy Scriptures. Only Christianity has a God who became human, literally died for his people, and was raised again in power and glory to rule his church forever.


1.  If the church got rid of Easter, what do you think would make people the most upset in such a move?

2.  What’s the big deal if there had not been a real resurrection?

3.  How is the resurrection connected to our ability to overcome sin?

4. If there was no afterlife, would Christianity be worth following? Why or why not? Give some examples from your life or the lives of others to defend your position.

5.  What does it mean to say that in Adam all die, but in Christ all we be made alive?  Is this saying Christ is going to save everyone?

6. Last week we looked at order in the church.  This week it’s order in the universe. What seems to be the ultimate goal of the end times.

7. What does Paul offer as proof that he believes in the resurrection?  If someone asked you to show proof that you believe in the resurrection, what would you point to in you life?

8.  Why does a denial of the resurrection lead to an increase in the amount of sin taking place?

9.  What warning is being giving to Christians in stating that bad company corrupts good character?  What are the kinds of bad company that we tend to keep?

10.  If the Holy Spirit is leading us, how is it that we can be misled in verse 33. 

Lesson 26 “We’re Not Always Going To Look Like This” 1 Corinthians 15:35-58

	Paul launched into a discussion about what believers’ resurrected bodies would be like. If you could select your own body, what kind would you choose—strong, athletic, beautiful? Paul explained that believers will be recognized in their resurrected bodies, yet they will be better than ever imagined, for they will be made to live forever. People will still have personalities and individualities, but these will be perfected through Christ’s work. The Bible does not reveal everything that resurrected bodies will be able to do, but they will be perfect, without sickness or disease (see Philippians 3:21). Every guess on our part must be tempered by the knowledge that God will do better than we can imagine!


1. When you think of heaven, what kind of appearance of yourself do you have of what you will look like?

2. Why do you think God has not given us more detail explanation about heaven and about our appearance in heaven?

3. What do we know about ways in which Jesus’ resurrected body was different and ways it which it was the same. (See Luke 24, John 20 and 21, Matthew 28)

4. What’s one of the positive things about death for the believer?

5. Why is it that not all believers are going to die? See verse 51  1 Cor. 15:51 

    Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- 

6.  Verse 52 is part of where we get the rapture of the church?  Why will there be little time to prepare for the rapture once it starts taking place?  1 Cor. 15:52     in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

7.  How should our knowledge of the repute affect the way we live and view others?

8. When we exhorted to stand , to stand firm, and to let nothing move us, what kind of things do you think  God is warning us against?

9.   Compare the phrases, “just do something for God because God knows your heart” and verse 58c which says “always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord”. What type of Christians does each of these phrases produce?

10.  We often do things for Christ that seem to produce so little results in the lives of others. How  then can our labor in the Lord not be in vain when nothing seems to be changing?

Lesson 27  We’ve Got A Responsibility To Each Other  1 Corinthians 16:1-24

Paul had just said that no good deed is ever in vain (15:58). In this chapter, he mentions some practical deeds that have value for all Christians. The Corinthians had been asked to join with Christians in other areas to support the church in Jerusalem. Paul could hardly have found a more practical example of the unity of the body of Christ (12:12-13) than in his desire that all the churches give to help a suffering body of believers. 

	Paul certainly didn’t confuse God’s guidance and the “easy way.” He understood that open doors may well include many adversaries. In a sense, he kept his eyes on the trail and didn’t worry that it went uphill. He could see that the opportunities in Ephesus were greater than the obstacles he would have to overcome. His attention was focused on opportunities to minister, and he sensed God’s guidance. We tend to focus on the obstacles to ministry and find ourselves confused and without guidance. We mistake obstacles (or adversaries) for closed doors. Practicing Paul’s approach will improve our sense of direction.


1. When it comes to saving up money to give it away to others that you do not know , how would you rate yourself on an enthusiasm scale of 1 to 10 with one being the least enthusiastic and 10 being the most enthusiastic?

2.  What are some of the reasons that we should give financially?

3.  In this passage, Paul speaks of setting aside a sum of money in keeping with one’s income? What does that suggest about how much was to be given by each person?

4.  Why does the New Testament speak more of  proportional giving than specific amount giving.  How does this relate to the prophet in church who says, “the Lord has shown me everybody is to give  $50 today if they truly want to be blessed.?”  What’s wrong with this.

5.  One of the measures we use to determine if something is God’s will, is how easily the door opens for us with little resistance from the devil or from others.  How does this view contradict the following verses? 1 Cor. 16:8-9     But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, [9] because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me. 

6.  Why is that to be a Christian means to be under constant attack? What image comes to mind when you try visualize verses 13 and 14 1 Cor. 16:13-14      Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. [14] Do everything in love. 

7.  What limit does “love” place in the way in which we carry out of lives on a day to day basis, especially with those who are attacking us?  Do everything in love does mean everything or does it?

8.  How do we refresh the spirits of each other as found in verse 18?

9. What can you gather about early Christian behavior from the exhortation to “Greet one another with a holy kiss in verse 21?

10.  What’s one thing you’ve been challenged to do since studying the book of 1 Corinthians.
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1 CORINTHIANS 15 
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST / 15:1-11 

The truth never loses its power. People, however, often lose their grip on truth. The 
struggles in the Corinthian church made it clear to Paul that they needed to refocus their 
attention on the gospel. He brought his letter to a close with a vigorous proclamation of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. They were wandering; Paul called them back to the 
center. Like the Corinthians, we can’t afford to stray from Christ. Every claim about 
Christianity has roots in his resurrection. What we believe about this life and the afterlife 
depends on what Jesus did with death. God’s Word calls us back to the center. 

15:1-2 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, 
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in 
vain.NIV In this final section of the letter, Paul gave a masterly defense of the 
resurrection of Christ and its importance to the Christian faith. The gospel message that 
he had preached to them, that they had received, on which they had taken their stand 
was the message that had saved them. Paul wanted to remind them of that gospel, 
because apparently some (probably false teachers) had been distorting it. In fact, some of 
the Corinthians had come to believe that there would be no resurrection of the dead 
(15:12). Not only was the church in Corinth having problems with unity (as Paul tried to 
clear up in the previous chapters), it was also dealing with basic problems of theology. 
This, too, would tear apart the church. As an apostle who had himself seen the risen 
Christ (15:8), Paul took these Corinthian believers back to the basics of the message that 
they had welcomed and received. Because acceptance of that gospel had saved them, 
they should hold firmly to it.  

	To do otherwise would 
mean that they had 
believed in vain. If they 
could be so easily 
swayed to other 
messages, tangents, and 
untruths, then perhaps 
what they claimed as 
belief was not belief at 
all. If the faith they 
thought they had could not assure them of salvation, then that faith was worthless. 


	The Gospels do not 
explain the 
Resurrection; the 
Resurrection explains 
the Gospels. Belief in 
the Resurrection is not 
an appendage to the 
Christian faith; it is the 
Christian faith. 

John S. Whale 




See Also: 

Chart: Why Believe the Resurrection? 

15:3-4 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures.NIV Paul had received the gospel message 
from Christ himself, as had all the other apostles; then he passed on to all his listeners 
that same message. These words indicate the careful and literal way that Christian 
teachers passed on tradition from one generation to the next. 

The central theme of the gospel is given here. It is the key text for the defense of 
Christianity. The three points that are of first importance are as follows: 

1.Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures. Without the truth of this 
message, Christ’s death was worthless, and those who believe in him are still in their 
sins and without hope. However, Christ as the sinless Son of God took the 
punishment of sin, “dying for sin” so that those who believe can have their sins 
removed. The phrase “according to the Scriptures” refers to the Old Testament 
prophecies regarding this event, such as Psalm 16:8-11 and Isaiah 53:5-6. Christ’s 
death on the cross was no accident, no afterthought. It had been part of God’s plan 
from all eternity in order to bring about the salvation of all who believe. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

MIXED HARVEST 



	Paul restated the gospel because there were unbelievers in the Corinthian church. Most churches contain people who do not yet believe. Some are moving in the direction of belief, and others are simply pretending. Impostors, however, 
are not to be removed (see Matthew 13:28-29), for that is the Lord’s work alone. The Good News about Jesus Christ will save us if we firmly believe it and faithfully follow it. The preaching of the gospel, then, accomplishes two purposes: (1) The message offers salvation to those who have not yet responded; and (2) the message challenges believers to remain faithful. 



	Pray for the communicators in your church. Perhaps you are one yourself. Remember that every believer is a living sermon. Pray that the gospel will be heard and understood clearly in your fellowship. 


2.He was buried. The fact of Christ’s death is revealed in the fact of his burial. Many 
have tried to discount the actual death of Christ, from the false teachers of Paul’s day 
to false teachers today. But Jesus Christ did die on the cross and was buried in a tomb. 
(For more information on the facts of Jesus’ death, see the Life Application 
Commentary Mark, in Mark 16:9, the chart called “Evidence that Jesus Actually Died 
and Arose.”) 

3.He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. Christ “was raised” 
permanently, forever; his Father raised him from the dead. He came back to life from 
being a dead person in a grave “on the third day” as noted in the Gospels (Friday 
afternoon to Sunday morning—three days in Jewish reckoning of time). This also 
occurred “according to the Scriptures.” Jesus had quoted the prophet Jonah: “For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man 
will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40 NIV; see 
also Jonah 1:17) to show the connection to “three days” as prophesied in the Old 
Testament. Psalm 16:8-11 and Psalm 110 also foretell the resurrection of the Messiah. 

15:5 He was seen by Peter and then by the twelve apostles.NLT Jesus made several 
appearances to various people after his resurrection, some of which Paul included here. 
He first mentioned the appearance to Peter, noted in Luke 24:34 (see also Mark 16:7). 
Peter had denied his Lord and then had wept bitterly (Mark 14:72). Jesus forgave Peter 
and still considered him to be one of his disciples. Jesus had great responsibilities for 
Peter to fulfill in the church that had not yet been born. 

Jesus had also been seen by the twelve apostles. The expression “twelve apostles” 
was a title for the original disciples—sometimes they are called “the Twelve.” But this 
title doesn’t always signify that twelve apostles were present. By the time of the 
Resurrection, Judas Iscariot and another apostle, Thomas, were not present at Christ’s 
first appearance. These appearances are recorded in Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 
20:19-31. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

REBEL HOLDOUTS 



	There will always be people who say that Jesus didn’t rise from the dead. Those who seek to deny the Resurrection are neither courageous nor novel 
in their thinking. They have nothing but hopelessness and despair to offer those who believe them. Their efforts simply highlight the importance of Christ’s victory. 



	Paul wrote that many people saw Jesus after his resurrection: Peter; the disciples (the Twelve); more than five hundred Christian believers (most of whom were still alive when Paul wrote this, although some had died); James (Jesus’ brother); 
all the apostles; and, finally, Paul himself. The Resurrection is an historical fact. Don’t be discouraged by doubters who deny the Resurrection. Be filled with hope because of the knowledge that one day you, and they, will see the living proof when Christ returns. 


15:6 After that, he was seen by more than five hundred of his followers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died by now.NLT This event is 
recorded nowhere else. It most likely occurred in Galilee, and the sheer number of 
eyewitnesses, more than five hundred, should cause doubters to stop and think before 
dismissing the Resurrection accounts of a few followers. All these people saw him at 
one time, and at the time of Paul’s writing, most of them were still alive. Paul could 
appeal to their testimony to back up his own. 

See Also: 

Chart: Jesus’ Appearances After His Resurrection 

15:7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.NRSV This James is Jesus’ 
brother (actually, half brother), who at first did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah 
(John 7:5). After seeing the resurrected Christ, he became a believer (as did Jesus’ other 
brothers, Acts 1:14). James ultimately became a leader of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 
15:13). He also wrote the New Testament book of James. (For more information on 
James, see the Introduction to the Life Application Commentary James.) This next 
mention of all the apostles must describe an event separate from that recorded in 15:5, as 
well as designating the James mentioned here from the two apostles of that name. 

15:8 Last of all, I saw him, too, long after the others, as though I had been born at 
the wrong time.NLT One of the credentials to be an apostle was to have been an 
eyewitness of Jesus Christ. Paul could call himself an apostle (1:1) because he had seen 
Jesus last of all . . . long after the others. This event is recorded in Acts 9:3-6. The 
phrase “as though I had been born at the wrong time” (literally, “miscarriage”) means 
that Paul’s opportunity to see Jesus Christ was a special case. The other apostles saw 
Christ before the Resurrection; they lived and traveled with him for nearly three years. 
Paul was not one of the original twelve apostles, yet Christ appeared to him. 

15:9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.NIV As a zealous Pharisee, Paul had 
been an enemy of the Christian church—even to the point of capturing and persecuting 
believers (see Acts 9:1-3). Here Paul reminded the Corinthian believers of the 
magnificent grace of God in drawing sinners out of sin and into his kingdom. By calling 
himself the least of the apostles, Paul was not putting himself down (see 2 Corinthians 
11:5; Galatians 2:11). Instead, he realized that although all of the apostles had been 
drawn from sin, Paul had actively persecuted the church of God. He fully realized the 
depth of the error and sin from which he had been saved, so much so that he knew he did 
not even deserve to be called an apostle. Only God’s grace had handed him such a 
privilege and responsibility. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

APOSTOLIC ATTITUDE 



	Paul felt unworthy to be called an apostle of 
Christ. Though undoubtedly the most influential 
of the apostles, Paul was deeply humble. He knew 
that he had worked hard and accomplished much, 
but only because God had poured kindness and 
grace upon him. True humility is not convincing 
yourself that you are worthless but recognizing 
God’s work in you. Take God’s perspective on 
who you are and acknowledge his grace in 
developing your abilities. 




15:10-11 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of 
God that was with me. Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and 
this is what you believed.NIV Neither Paul nor any of the apostles could take credit for 
achieving the position of apostle. They had all been called to that position by the grace 
of God. Only by God’s “grace”—his undeserved favor poured out on sinners—was Paul 
saved and enabled to serve. And Paul certainly did so! He wrote of having worked 
harder than all of the other apostles. This was not an arrogant boast because he knew 
that his hard work was a result of the grace of God that was with him. Because of his 
previous position as a Pharisee (Acts 23:6; Philippians 3:5) and his previous occupation 
of persecuting Christians, Paul’s conversion made him the object of even greater 
persecution than the other apostles; thus he had to work harder to preach the same 
message. He wrote to Timothy, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But for 
that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe 
in him for eternal life” (1 Timothy 1:15-16 NRSV). 

Whether, then, it was I or they who brought the gospel message, they all brought the 
same message as noted in 15:3-4. This is what we preach, explained Paul, and the 
apostles never strayed from that message. This is what you believed, he reminded them, 
so they must not stray from the message that had brought them salvation. 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD / 15:12-34 

Christians attempting to share their faith are often shocked by the world’s denial of the 
possibility of Resurrection. The gospel remains an irritating and upsetting challenge to 
the commonly held views of life and death. Christians are convinced that Jesus’ 
resurrection did happen, and that it changed everything. The Christian faith comes from 
Christ’s experience, not people’s individual feelings or desires. The conviction of the 
Resurrection gives believers hope for the future. 

15:12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?NIV The gospel message the 
Corinthians had received and believed included the basic facts recorded in 15:3-4: “For 
what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures” (NIV). The words “if it is preached” mean “since it was 
preached.” The Corinthian believers had accepted the message of the gospel because of 
the promise of the Resurrection—a fact central to the Christian faith. In order to believe 
in their own resurrection, they had to believe that Christ has been raised from the dead. 
If they had believed that, why then were some of them saying that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? Such a belief contradicted the entire gospel message. 

The exact beliefs of those who stated this “no resurrection” are unknown. They may 
have held the Greek view that matter was evil and, therefore, no physical body would 
rise. Most Greeks did not believe that people’s bodies would be resurrected after death. 
They saw the afterlife as something that happened only to the soul. According to Greek 
philosophers, the soul was the real person, imprisoned in a physical body, and at death 
the soul was released. There was no immortality for the body, but the soul entered an 
eternal state. Or they may have taken an overly spiritualized view of the present state as 
Christians. They were “spiritual people,” so the body would be unnecessary. 
Christianity, by contrast, affirms that the body and soul will be united after resurrection. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

WHY IS THE RESURRECTION SO 
IMPORTANT? 



	The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the central fact of Christian history. On it, the church is built; without it, there would be no Christian church today. Jesus’ resurrection is unique. Other religions have strong ethical systems, concepts about paradise and afterlife, and various holy Scriptures. Only Christianity has a God who became human, literally died for his people, and was raised again in power and glory to rule his church forever. 



	Why is the Resurrection so important? 



	Because Christ was raised from the dead, we know that the kingdom of heaven has 
broken into earth’s history. Our world is now headed for redemption, not disaster. 
God’s mighty power is at work destroying sin, creating new lives, and preparing us for 
Jesus’ second coming. 



	Because of the Resurrection, we know that death has been conquered, and we too will 
be raised from the dead to live forever with Christ. 



	The Resurrection gives authority to the church’s witness in the world. Look at the 
early evangelistic sermons in the book of Acts: The apostles’ most important message 
was the proclamation that Jesus Christ had been raised from the dead! 



	The Resurrection helps us find meaning even in great tragedy. No matter what 
happens to us as we walk with the Lord, the Resurrection gives us hope for the future. 



	The Resurrection assures us that Christ is alive and ruling his kingdom. He is not 
legend; he is alive and real. 



	God’s power that brought Jesus back from the dead is available to us so that we can 
live for him in an evil world. 



	Christians can look very different from one 
another, and they can hold widely varying beliefs about politics, lifestyle, and even theology. But one central belief unites and inspires all true Christians—Jesus Christ rose from the dead! 


The church at Corinth was in the heart of Greek culture. Thus many believers had a 
difficult time believing in a bodily resurrection. Paul wrote this part of his letter to clear 
up this confusion about the resurrection. 

15:13-14 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 
faith.NIV Paul argued that if the resurrection is not possible, then Jesus is still in the 
grave.  

	
	


sacrifice did not appease God for believers’ sin, and believers have no advocate with the 
Father (Hebrews 7:25; 8:1). They also have no Comforter in the Holy Spirit, for he was 
to come when Christ returned to glory (John 16:5, 13-15). They have no hope of eternal 
life if not even their Savior gained eternal life. They have no reason to believe a gospel 
message, centered on Resurrection, if there is no resurrection of the dead. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

CONFIRMATION 



	The bodily resurrection of Christ is the center of 
the Christian faith. Because Christ rose from the 
dead, as he promised, we know that what he said 
is true and that he is God. The Resurrection 
affirms the truthfulness of Jesus’ life and words. 
The Resurrection confirms Jesus’ unique 
authority to say, “I am the resurrection and the 
life” (John 11:25). Because he rose, we have 
certainty that our sins are forgiven. Because he 
rose, he lives and represents us before God. 
Because he rose and defeated death, we know we 
will also be raised. Christ’s resurrection 
guaranteed both his promise to us and his 
authority to make it. We must take him at his 
word and believe. 




15:15-16 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we 
have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise 
him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has 
not been raised either.NIV If Christ has not been raised from the dead, not only would 
the apostles’ preaching be “useless” (15:14), but the apostles themselves would be 
considered liars—false witnesses about God—because they had been preaching about 
God that he raised Christ from the dead. The apostles had been telling people that God 
raised Christ from the dead. However, if resurrection is impossible, if the dead are not 
raised, then Christ was not raised. This point is repeated from 15:13 to drive home the 
point. The Corinthians had to understand the logical implications of the position they 
had chosen. To no longer believe in the physical resurrection was to throw away the 
entire gospel message. They could not claim to be Christians without believing in the 
Resurrection. 

15:17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless, and you are still 
under condemnation for your sins.NLT Again Paul proclaimed that if Christ has not 
been raised, then your faith is useless (see 15:14). They have no reason to have faith if 
they take the Resurrection out of that faith. In addition to taking away the hope of future 
life with God, refusing to believe that Jesus rose from the grave means that Christians 
are still under condemnation for [their] sins. If Jesus died and was never raised, then his 
death did nothing to accomplish justification. God raising him from the dead showed 
acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice. If God left Jesus in the grave, then the sacrifice was not 
accepted and no one has received cleansing from sin. The condemnation for sin is death 
(Romans 6:23). To still be under condemnation means that all people will be given the 
ultimate penalty for their sins. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

HARD TRUTH 



	Why does Paul say believers should be pitied if 
there were only earthly value to Christianity? In 
Paul’s day, Christianity often brought a person 
persecution, ostracism from family, and, in many 
cases, poverty. There were few tangible benefits 
from being a Christian in that society. It was 
certainly not a step up the social or career ladder. 
Even more important, however, is the fact that if 
Christ had not been resurrected from death, 
Christians could not be forgiven for their sins and 
would have no hope of eternal life. 



	 In many places in the world today, those who 
believe in Christ still pay a heavy price. Some are 
dying for their faith. But for many, Christianity is 
little more than a convenient faith. If following 
Christ doesn’t place you at odds with the world 
around you in some way, examine the depth of 
your roots. 




15:18-19 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ have perished! And if 
we have hope in Christ only for this life, we are the most miserable people in the 
world.NLT Christians carry with them, even through persecution and death, the promise 
of eternal life with God. Yet if Christ was never raised from the dead, and if there is no 
hope of resurrection, then all who have died believing in Christ have perished! If all the 
preachers lied (15:15) and no one will be raised, then not only is faith meaningless for 
this life, it is meaningless in death. Those who believed in Christ believed a lie; those 
who died because of persecution for their faith perished for no reason. The consequences 
of believing the lie that there will be no resurrection shake the very foundations of the 
Christian faith. Paul pointed out the silliness of the argument—if we have hope in Christ 
only for this life, we are the most miserable people in the world. If the only promise of 
the Christian faith applies to this life, then why believe in it? Why believe in a faith that 
brought—in this culture and even still in many places in the world—persecution, sorrow, 
death, ostracism, separation? Without the resurrection, there would be no hope for final 
judgment and justice or hope for a final dwelling place with God. There would be 
nothing but death to look forward to. If the end is the same for everyone, why not live 
like the pagans in sensual pleasure (15:32)? Why deny oneself? Why be miserable if the 
other choices bring the same result? 

15:20 But the fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. He has become the 
first of a great harvest of those who will be raised to life again.NLT However, the 
above argument is moot because the fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. 
The hypothetical “if” statements in the previous verses concede to the certain facts of 
history. Christians may indeed face difficulty, but the fact of the Resurrection changes 
everything. Because Christ was raised from the dead, he has become the first of a great 
harvest of those who will be raised to life again. The “first of a great harvest” (also 
called the firstfruits) was the first part of the harvest that faithful Jews would bring to the 
temple as an offering (Leviticus 23:10). Although Christ was not the first to rise from the 
dead (he raised Lazarus and others), he was the first to be raised to never die again. He is 
the forerunner for those who believe in him, the proof of their eventual resurrection to 
eternal life. 

See Also: 

Chart: Evidence That Jesus Actually Died and Arose 

15:21-22 So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, Adam, now 
the resurrection from the dead has begun through another man, Christ. Everyone 
dies because all of us are related to Adam, the first man. But all who are related to 
Christ, the other man, will be given new life.NLT Death came into the world as a 
consequence of the sin of one man, Adam (Genesis 3:17-19). Adam sinned against God 
and brought alienation from God and death to all humanity. Sin resulted in death. All 
human beings are related to Adam and have two characteristics in common: They are 
sinners; and they will die. By capitulating to sin, Adam allowed the whole human race to 
succumb to death. Death is inescapable; it comes to every living thing. And the reign of 
death over creation began because of Adam’s sin. Paul contrasted the roles of two single 
agents: Adam and Christ. Adam’s sin brought condemnation and death to all; Christ’s 
sinless sacrifice and resurrection brought resurrection from the dead to all who are 
related to Christ through accepting his sacrifice on their behalf. Those who believe in 
him will be given new life. This same idea is explained in Romans 5:12-21. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

DEATH AND LIFE 



	Adam’s sin allowed death to claim every human’s 
life; Christ’s death challenged that claim and 
nullified it in the Resurrection. Adam “gave” us 
all death; Christ offers life to all. In other words, 
real life can only be found in Christ. At 
conception, we receive as part of our human 
inheritance the gift of death; at conversion, we 
receive Christ’s gift of eternal life. The choice is 
between death and life. How tragic that so many 
make the wrong choice. What will you choose—
life or death? 




15:23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised first; then when 
Christ comes back, all his people will be raised.NLT Paul wanted to clarify, however, 
that there is an order to this resurrection. It had not already happened, as perhaps some 
of the false teachers were claiming. Rather, Christ was raised first, three days after his 
crucifixion, and he is the “first of a great harvest” (15:20 NLT). That “harvest” will be 
taken in when Christ comes back at his second coming. At that time, his people, those 
who believed in him as Savior, will be raised from death to eternal life. 

15:24-25 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 
Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet.NIV The words “then the end will come” 
did not mean that the end would come (or had come) immediately after Christ’s 
resurrection. This is an unspecified time of an event still to occur. At the time of Christ’s 
second coming, “the end will come,” and the resurrected Christ will conquer all evil, 
including death. (See Revelation 20:14 for words about the final destruction of death.) 
Christ will destroy all dominion, authority and power that oppose God and then hand 
over the kingdom to God the Father. At Christ’s resurrection, Christ began the 
destruction of Satan and all his dominion. At the resurrection of the dead, all Satan’s 
power will be broken. Christ must reign because God has ordained it so; what God has 
said cannot be changed. The word “must” has the sense of “will definitely without a 
doubt”; Christ will reign as the ultimate ruler, having put all his enemies under his feet. 
This phrase is used in the Old Testament to refer to total conquest (see Psalm 110:1). 

Because the resurrection of Christ is an accomplished fact and because the promise 
of the resurrection is a future fact, the promise of Christ’s ultimate and final reign can be 
trusted as fact and anticipated by every believer. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

TEAMWORK 



	Although God the Father and God the Son are 
equal (Philippians 2:6), each has a special work to 
do and an area of sovereign control (15:28). 
Christ is not inferior to the Father, but his work is 
to defeat all evil on earth. First, he defeated sin 
and death on the cross, and in the last days, he 
will defeat Satan and all evil. World events may 
seem out of control, and justice may seem scarce. 
But God is in control, allowing evil to remain for 
a time until he sends Jesus to earth again. Then 
Christ will present to God a perfect new world. 



	We, too, have special roles to play in God’s 
plan. Much of Christ’s work is done in us, and 
requires our cooperation and obedience. To also 
participate in Christ’s work, we must allow his 
words and presence to direct our relationships and 
decisions. 




15:26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.NRSV While the enemies in 15:25 were 
not named, one last enemy was here named—death. Death is every living being’s 
enemy, the common fate of all humanity. Death is the last enemy that always wins. But 
Christ will destroy death! At the Cross and through the Resurrection, Christ has already 
defeated death. Yet people still die. For those who believe in Christ, however, death is 
merely a doorway into eternal life. Finally one day, there will be no more death. John 
proclaimed this in the book of Revelation: “And death and the grave were thrown into 
the lake of fire” (20:14). 

15:27 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that 
“everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God 
himself, who put everything under Christ.NIV As noted in 15:24-25, the one ultimately 
in charge is God the Father. This verse sounds very much like Psalm 8:6: “You made 
him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet” (NIV). The 
first “he” refers to God, who “has put everything under [Christ’s] feet.” Because God 
did this, it is clear (or should have been to Paul’s readers) that the word “everything” 
does not include God himself. God gave the Son supreme authority over everything, 
except God himself. 

15:28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who 
put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.NIV When he has done this, 
when the Son has toppled all evil powers and when God has placed everything under the 
Son’s feet, then the Son himself will be made subject to God. “God” here refers to “God 
the Father.” No one can take God’s place, not even the Son. This must happen so that 
God may be all in all. Some have used this verse to attempt to prove the inferiority of 
Christ (that he was not equal with God). But this verse is not about the person, nature, or 
being of God (his essence) as it relates to Christ. Instead, this verse is speaking of the 
work or mission of Christ, whereby he willingly obeyed the Father by subjecting the 
government of the world first to himself, then symbolically and willingly placing it 
under God’s control. In these words, Paul was not attempting to take the three persons of 
the Trinity and decide their relative importance. Their essential nature is always one and 
the same; however, the authority rests through the work each has accomplished. God 
sent the Son; the Son will finish the work and then will turn redeemed humanity back 
over to God. 

15:29 Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the 
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them?NIV To 
further emphasize his point about the fact of the resurrection, Paul returned to his 
conditional “if” clauses. If there is no resurrection, he asked, what will those do who are 
baptized for the dead? Apparently, some believers had been baptized on behalf of others 
who had died unbaptized. Nothing more is known about this practice, but it obviously 
affirms a belief in resurrection. Corinthian believers may have been practicing a sort of 
vicarious baptism for the sake of believers who had died before being baptized. The 
“dead” certainly referred to those who had come to faith, not to unbelievers who had 
died, or Paul would have condemned the practice. Paul was not promoting baptism for 
the dead; he was continuing to illustrate his argument that the resurrection is a reality. 
(Certain groups, such as Mormons, who encourage baptism for the dead today, do so on 
very flimsy biblical grounds.) Paul’s apparent lack of concern over this situation 
probably means that, though theologically incorrect, the practice was basically harmless. 
Paul could have written disapprovingly of this practice, but pointing out the glaring 
inconsistency of their rejecting the afterlife while baptizing for the dead was sufficient. 
Paul had deeper theological issues to straighten out—at this point, the fact of the 
resurrection. If there is a resurrection, then all believers will be raised (and all who truly 
believed will be saved whether they have been baptized or not). If there is no 
resurrection, however, as some had contended, then why bother with this ritual? 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

LIFE CONSISTENCY 



	If death ends it all, enjoying the moment would 
be all that matters. But Christians know that life 
continues beyond the grave and that life on earth 
is only a preparation for our life that will never 
end. What you do today matters for eternity. In 
light of eternity, sin is a foolish gamble. Your 
belief in the resurrection will affect your view of 
the future. It ought to also affect how you live 
today. 




15:30-31 And why are we putting ourselves in danger every hour? I die every day! 
That is as certain, brothers and sisters, as my boasting of you—a boast that I make 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.NRSV If there is no resurrection, believers are indeed the “most 
miserable people in the world” (15:19 NLT). Why should the apostles bother to put 
themselves in danger every hour, dying every day for the sake of the gospel message. To 
suffer and face danger for the sake of a message that only has “benefits” for this life 
would be foolish indeed. “I die every day” refers to Paul’s daily exposure to danger. 
Why would any sane person do this for the sake of a gospel that only ends in death, just 
like anything else? This constant danger is as certain . . . as [Paul’s] boasting about the 
Corinthians. Despite all that Paul had to correct and rebuke in them, he genuinely loved 
the Corinthian believers and boasted of their faith. He could make that boast in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, knowing that Christ had saved them and that Paul had been their 
spiritual father (4:15). See also 2 Corinthians 11:23-27. 

15:32 And what value was there in fighting wild beasts—those men of Ephesus—if 
there will be no resurrection from the dead? If there is no resurrection, “Let’s feast 
and get drunk, for tomorrow we die!”NLT Some have taken the reference to fighting 
wild beasts to literally mean that Paul had been placed in the arena—a vicious form of 
entertainment where prisoners would be placed in a stadium and wild beasts sent in to 
tear them apart. Paul probably meant this metaphorically, however, as noted in the 
translation above, referring, instead, to those men of Ephesus. The human enemies that 
Paul had faced in Ephesus had been as vicious as wild beasts (see Acts 19). When Paul 
was in Ephesus, Demetrius stirred up people against Paul. Paul preached against 
Artemis, the goddess of fertility, and was disrupting Demetrius’s silver business (he 
made idols). Demetrius caused a furious riot against Paul. 

Paul repeated the question, If there will be no resurrection from the dead, then what 
value was there in standing up for his faith against those in Ephesus who wanted to kill 
him (Acts 19:31)? Why bother standing for anything at all? If there is nothing more to 
look forward to than simply to one day die and return to dust, then why deny oneself? 
Instead, it would make far more sense for everyone to feast and get drunk (see also 
Isaiah 22:13). Life with no meaning leaves one with the need to simply indulge oneself 
and get all one can for enjoyment here and now. 

15:33 Don’t be fooled by those who say such things, for “bad company corrupts 
good character.”NLT Those who denied the resurrection could not possibly be true 
believers, for this entire chapter explains why the resurrection is central to the Christian 
faith. Paul told the Corinthian believers not to be fooled by those who say such things—
those who denied the resurrection and told the believers to “feast and get drunk” (15:32). 
This is quoted from a proverb in a comedy by the Greek playwright Menander, titled 
; it was used by Paul to make a point to his Greek audience. The bit of worldly 
wisdom, “bad company corrupts good character,” means that keeping company with 
those who deny the resurrection will corrupt true believers and hurt the testimony of the 
church. 

15:34 Come to your senses and stop sinning. For to your shame I say that some of 
you don’t even know God.NLT Paul’s final words about this issue were simply that the 
Corinthians should come to [their] senses (literally, “to wake up out of a drunken 
stupor”). If they would take the time to think about it, they would realize, as Paul had 
argued earlier, that it would be senseless to live for a faith that offered nothing after 
death. To deny the resurrection amounted to sinning, for it denied the truth of the claims 
of Christ and the promises of God. It was to their shame that some among them did not 
even know God. To not understand and believe the doctrine of the resurrection meant to 
not understand anything about God, for the doctrine is central to all that God has done 
for sinful humanity. 

THE RESURRECTION BODY / 15:35-58 

Our present bodies have been wonderfully designed for life in this world, but they are 
perishable and prone to decay. In a sense, each person lives as a prototype of his or her 
final body version. Our resurrection bodies will be transformed versions of our present 
bodies. Those spiritual bodies will not be limited by the laws of nature. This does not 
necessarily mean we will be superpeople, but our bodies will be different from and more 
capable than our present, earthly bodies. Our spiritual bodies will not be weak, will 
never get sick, and will never die. The very possibilities inspire anticipation, excitement, 
and praise to the God who can do all things! 

15:35-37 But someone may ask, “How will the dead be raised? What kind of bodies 
will they have?” What a foolish question! When you put a seed into the ground, it 
doesn’t grow into a plant unless it dies first. And what you put into the ground is 
not the plant that will grow, but only a dry little seed of wheat or whatever it is you 
are planting.NLT Paul had already argued for the truth of the resurrection. Those who 
might still be skeptical may have further questions about this resurrection, so Paul asked 
two such questions himself in order to answer them: (1) How will the dead be raised? (2) 
What kind of bodies will they have? How could it be possible for a dead body to come 
back to life; and if it could do so, then what kind of body would it be? 

To Paul, these were foolish questions. The answers should have been obvious from 
nature itself. Paul compared the resurrection of believers’ bodies with the growth in a 
garden. A seed placed into the ground doesn’t grow into a plant unless it dies first. The 
plant that grows looks very different from the seed because God gives it a new “body.” 
Jesus had given the same metaphor for his own death in John 12:24, “Unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies it bears 
much fruit” (NRSV). Jesus was referring to what his death would accomplish, but his 
analogy was the same as Paul’s. Both show the necessity of death before new life. Just as 
a dry little seed, such as a seed of wheat, doesn’t grow into a plant unless it dies first, so 
new bodies will not be obtained until the earthly bodies have died. And those new bodies 
will be different from the present bodies. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

OUTCOME 



	Paul launched into a discussion about what 
believers’ resurrected bodies would be like. If you 
could select your own body, what kind would you 
choose—strong, athletic, beautiful? Paul 
explained that believers will be recognized in 
their resurrected bodies, yet they will be better 
than ever imagined, for they will be made to live 
forever. People will still have personalities and 
individualities, but these will be perfected 
through Christ’s work. The Bible does not reveal 
everything that resurrected bodies will be able to 
do, but they will be perfect, without sickness or 
disease (see Philippians 3:21). Every guess on our 
part must be tempered by the knowledge that God 
will do better than we can imagine! 




15:38-39 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 
body. Not all flesh is alike, but there is one flesh for human beings, another for 
animals, another for birds, and another for fish.NRSV There are different kinds of 
bodies—for people, animals, fish, birds. Paul was preparing the foundation for his point 
that bodies before the resurrection can be different from bodies after the resurrection. 

15:40-41 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the 
splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies 
is another. The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars 
another; and star differs from star in splendor.NIV Furthermore, the heavenly bodies 
(the sun, moon, and stars) differ greatly from earthly bodies. Each kind of body has its 
own kind of substance created and controlled by God. Each is appropriate to its sphere 
of existence, and each has its own kind of splendor or radiance. God made many 
different types of bodies; certainly he can arrange and govern the existence of the 
resurrection body. 

15:42-44 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.NIV God’s 
creation power will continue as dead bodies are resurrected and transformed into new 
bodies. Paul’s continued use of the term “is sown” shows that he still has the seed from 
15:36-37 in mind. Like a seed that is sown and then grows into a glorious new plant, so 
it will be with the resurrection of the dead. Believers’ present physical bodies will be 
different from their resurrection bodies. 

First, physical bodies are perishable, but raised bodies will be imperishable. Every 
human’s physical body is going to “perish” (die). Death eventually takes everyone. 
Those raised with Christ, however, will have bodies that will never die. These eternal 
bodies will live forever. 

Physical bodies are sown in dishonor but raised in glory. A dead body, by its very 
nature, has nothing honorable about it. But the raised body will have a “glory” that far 
surpasses the beauty of a flower (as compared to its seed). It will not be a raised corpse 
like what one might see in horror movies; it will be a remade body, far more glorious 
than the physical body had ever been. 

Physical bodies are sown in weakness but raised in power. While the Greeks might 
have honored those with perfectly trained, muscular bodies, when death strikes, every 
body is rendered completely weak and powerless. But the raised body will be raised by 
the power of God himself and will have power given to it by God. 

Every physical body is sown a natural body but raised a spiritual body. The 
“natural” body () is suited to life in the present world; however, 
such a body is not fit for the world to come. That future world, where Christ will reign in 
his kingdom, will require a “spiritual” body (). Paul did not mean 
that this will be “spiritual” as opposed to physical or material, for that would contradict 
all that Paul has just written about resurrected bodies. Believers will not become 
“spirits.” Instead, “spiritual” refers to a body that suits a new, spiritual life, just as our 
present bodies (Greek ) suit our lives as “souls” (). Each believer 
will no longer have a natural body, like Adam, designed to live on this earth; instead, 
each will have a spiritual body, like Christ had after his resurrection (15:48-49). 

15:45 The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became a living person.” But 
the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving Spirit.NLT Paul quoted the Scriptures 
to point out the difference between these two kinds of bodies. Genesis 2:7 speaks of the 
first man, Adam, becoming a living person. Adam was made from the dust of the ground 
and given the breath of life from God. Every human being since that time shares the 
same characteristics. However, the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving Spirit. 
Just as Adam was the first of the human race, so Christ is the first of those who will be 
raised from the dead to eternal life. Because Christ rose from the dead, he is “a life-
giving spirit” who entered into a new form of existence. He is the source of the spiritual 
life that will result in believers’ resurrection. Christ’s new glorified human body now 
suits his new, glorified, spiritual life—just as Adam’s human body was suitable to his 
natural life. When believers are resurrected, God will give them transformed, eternal 
bodies suited to eternal life. 

15:46-47 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the 
spiritual.NIV People have natural life first; that is, they are born into this earth and live 
here. Only from there do they then obtain spiritual life. Paul may have been 
contradicting a particular false teaching by this statement. He illustrated this point by 
continuing: Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth, while Christ, 
the second man, came from heaven.NLT The natural man, Adam, came first on this 
earth and was made from the dust of the earth. While it is true that Christ has existed 
from eternity past, he is here called the second man because he came from heaven to 
earth many years after Adam. Christ came as a human baby with a body like all other 
humans, but he did not originate from the dust of the earth as had Adam. He “came from 
heaven.” 

15:48-49 Every human being has an earthly body just like Adam’s, but our 
heavenly bodies will be just like Christ’s. Just as we are now like Adam, the man of 
the earth, so we will someday be like Christ, the man from heaven.NLT Because all 
humanity is bound up with Adam, so every human being has an earthly body just like 
Adam’s. Earthly bodies are fitted for life on this earth, yet they have the characteristics 
of being limited by death, disease, and weakness (15:42-44). Believers can know with 
certainty, however, that their heavenly bodies will be just like Christ’s—imperishable, 
eternal, glorious, and filled with power (15:42-44). At this time, all are like Adam; one 
day, all believers will be like Christ (Philippians 3:21). The apostle John wrote to the 
believers, “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is” (1 John 3:2 NIV). 

See Also: 

Chart: Physical Bodies and Resurrection Bodies 

15:50 What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God. These perishable bodies of ours are not able to live 
forever.NLT After describing the different natures of the two types of bodies—those 
before resurrection and those after—Paul explained his point. The resurrected bodies 
have to be different from these present, physical bodies because flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God. These bodies cannot go into God’s eternal kingdom because 
these present bodies were not made to live forever—otherwise they would. So God has 
prepared new bodies that will live forever. The resurrection is a fact; new bodies ready 
for life in eternity is also a fact. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

REASON FOR HOPE 



	Everyone faces limitations. Those who have 
physical, mental, or emotional disabilities are 
especially aware of this fact. Some may be blind, 
but they can see a new way to live. Some may be 
deaf, but they can hear God’s Good News. Some 
may be lame, but they can walk in God’s love. In 
addition, they have the encouragement that those 
disabilities are only temporary. All believers will 
be given new bodies when Christ returns. And 
these bodies will be without disabilities, never to 
die or become sick. Let this truth give you hope 
in your suffering. 




15:51-52 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.NIV With 
great emphasis Paul passed on to these Corinthians a mystery—knowledge given to him 
by divine revelation from Christ. This information should transform their lives as they 
look forward to what God had promised them. If flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom (15:50), then what about those who are still alive at the return of Christ? Paul 
answered the implicit question. The phrase “we will not all sleep” means that some 
Christians will still be alive at the time of Christ’s return. They will not have to die 
before they get their new resurrection bodies. (For further discussion of these new 
bodies, see 2 Corinthians 5:1-10.) Instead, they will all be changed, transformed 
immediately, in the twinkling of an eye (see 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). A trumpet blast 
will usher in the new heaven and earth (Revelation 11:15). The Jews would understand 
the significance of this because trumpets were always blown to signal the start of great 
festivals and other extraordinary events (Numbers 10:10). At that time, when the trumpet 
sounds and Christ returns, the dead will be raised imperishable, out of the graves with 
their new bodies. Those still alive will be changed, also receiving their new bodies. This 
change will happen instantly for all Christians, whether they are dead or alive. All will 
be made ready to go with Christ. 

15:53 For our perishable earthly bodies must be transformed into heavenly bodies 
that will never die.NLT Because “flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God” 
(15:50 NLT), and because Christians are promised eternal life in God’s kingdom, then 
their present perishable earthly bodies must be transformed into heavenly bodies that 
will never die. The perishable bodies will not be thrown away or abandoned; instead, 
they will be “transformed.” Each person will still be recognizable, will still be the person 
God created him or her to be, but each will be made perfect with a body that will be able 
to live forever in the kingdom. 

15:54-55 When this happens—when our perishable earthly bodies have been 
transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die—then at last the Scriptures 
will come true: “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?”NLT The ultimate enemy of every human body is death. 
It takes every person; it cannot be escaped. For those who have no hope in Christ, death 
is the end of everything, the ultimate nothingness, the reason for living as one pleases in 
this life. Christians have been given an entirely different perspective. For believers, 
death is not the end; it is merely a doorway into eternal life. Most Christians will 
experience death; some who are alive at the time of Christ’s return will not themselves 
face death but will have known plenty who did. But when our perishable earthly bodies 
have been transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die, then the final victory 
over death will have been accomplished. Death was defeated at the resurrection of 
Christ, but total victory over death will not be accomplished until human beings—made 
from the dust of the earth, just like Adam—are given bodies that defy death. When this 
happens, the Scriptures will come true. Paul quoted from Isaiah 25:8 and Hosea 13:14—
God’s promises that one day death itself will no longer carry victory or sting because 
death will be no more (Revelation 21–22). 

See Also: 

Chart: What We Know About Eternity 

15:56-57 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.NIV If it were not for sin, 
then there would be no sting of death. If it were not for the law, then sin would have no 
power. But the law declares sin, and the wages of sin is death (see Romans 6:23; 7:7-20). 
Because the law set standards that cannot be reached, all people are condemned as 
sinners. For those who have not had their sins pardoned at the cross of Christ, death is 
not a passage to eternal life but an enemy with a terrible “sting.” It is not annihilation or 
nothingness, it is the doorway to judgment. But for those who have come to Christ as 
Savior, who have laid their sins at the cross and been pardoned, they can say thanks be to 
God. They have been given victory over sin and death through [the] Lord Jesus Christ. 
Paul wrote to the Romans: 

For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. And since we 
died with Christ, we know we will also share his new life. We are sure of this 
because Christ rose from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has 
any power over him. He died once to defeat sin, and now he lives for the glory of 
God. . . . For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:7-10, 23 NLT) 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

COUNTERVICTORY 



	Satan seemed to be victorious in the Garden of 
Eden (Genesis 3) and at the cross of Jesus. The 
trophy was death. But God turned Satan’s 
apparent victory into defeat when Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead (Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 
2:14-15). Thus death is no longer a source of 
dread or fear. It has ceased to be the proof of 
Satan’s power. Christ overcame it, and one day 
we will also. The law will no longer make sinners 
out of us who cannot keep it. Death has been 
defeated, and we have hope beyond the grave. 




15:58 Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work 
of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.NRSV 
Because of these promises—of future resurrection, of living eternally in the kingdom, of 
preparation for that kingdom with new bodies that will be fashioned by God himself—
believers have motivation and responsibilities for life now lived in their perishable 
bodies. The time on earth is valuable—we have much work to do for the kingdom. 
Others must be invited to join; believers must be taught to grow in the Lord. Because of 
the promise of the future, life is not meant to be spent as a self-indulgent party, where 
people “eat, drink, and be merry.” Every job done for the Lord is not in vain. It is not a 
fruitless exercise that ends in death like everything else. Work in the Lord will result in 
taking part in the great promises and rewards of God’s kingdom. So believers should be 
steadfast in their faith, not wavering or doubting; they should be immovable, not 
listening to the whims of false teachers but standing firm; and always excelling in the 
work of the Lord, serving him to the utmost, knowing that great reward awaits. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

KEEP ON 



	Because of the resurrection, nothing believers do 
for the Lord is in vain. Sometimes we hesitate to 
do good because we don’t see any results. But if 
we can maintain a heavenly perspective, we will 
understand that we often will not see the good 
that comes from our efforts. If we truly believe 
that Christ has won the ultimate victory, that 
belief must affect the way we live right now. 
Don’t let discouragement over an apparent lack of 
results keep you from working. Do the good that 
you have opportunity to do, knowing that your 
work will have eternal results. 




  1 CORINTHIANS 16 

1 CORINTHIANS 16 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE OFFERING / 16:1-4 

Paul had just said that no good deed is ever in vain (15:58). In this chapter, he mentions 
some practical deeds that have value for all Christians. The Corinthians had been asked 
to join with Christians in other areas to support the church in Jerusalem. Paul could 
hardly have found a more practical example of the unity of the body of Christ (12:12-13) 
than in his desire that all the churches give to help a suffering body of believers. 

16:1 Now about the money being collected for the Christians in Jerusalem: You 
should follow the same procedures I gave to the churches in Galatia.NLT The words 
“now about” indicate that this was another topic about which the Corinthians had asked 
(see also 7:1; 8:1; 12:1). Paul must have spoken or written to them earlier about this, so 
that they knew they would be giving and to whom. Their questions apparently focused 
on how to go about collecting the funds. They apparently wondered how to handle the 
money being collected for the Christians in Jerusalem. 

The Christians in Jerusalem were suffering from poverty. While the reason is 
unknown, it may have had to do with a famine, such as the one mentioned in Acts 11:28-
29 when the believers in Antioch had sent help to the church in Jerusalem. That 
collection had been carried by Paul himself and Barnabas (Acts 11:30). Apparently, the 
Jerusalem church was still suffering, so Paul continued to collect money from other 
churches to send to Jerusalem (see Romans 15:25-31; 2 Corinthians 8:4; 9:1-15). Paul 
advised the Corinthian believers to follow the same procedures that he had given to the 
churches in Galatia. This collection was a widespread effort involving many of the 
churches. The procedures given to the churches in Galatia are outlined in the following 
verses, for Paul explained that the Corinthians would be asked to follow the same plan. 
He suggested that the believers set aside a certain amount each week and give it to the 
church until he arrived to take it on to Jerusalem. Paul had planned to go straight to 
Corinth from Ephesus, but he changed his mind (2 Corinthians 1–2). When he finally 
arrived, he took the gift and delivered it to the Jerusalem church (Acts 21:18; 24:17). 

Paul may have had another purpose in mind for the collection. He probably saw it as 
a way to provoke the unbelieving Jews in Jerusalem to belief that the Messiah had come. 
Paul believed that the conversion of the Gentiles would bring the Jews to Christ (see 
Romans 11:11-24). The Jews would see the gift as a fulfillment of Isaiah 2:2-4; 60:6-7, 
11; and Micah 4:13, where it was promised that the Gentiles would bring gifts to 
Jerusalem. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

PRACTICAL GENEROSITY 



	Paul’s simple instructions about giving still apply 
today. We tend to think of generosity as 
spontaneous giving. Often, it is. But generosity 
can also be demonstrated by the commitment to 
give regularly to those needs that are ongoing. 
Certain projects may require a single gift. A 
struggling church or group of believers may need 
temporary help over several months. Pastors, 
missionaries, and others can do so only as other 
believers give financial and prayer support for 
those ministries. In what ways have you made 
giving a regular part of worship? 




16:2 On every Lord’s Day, each of you should put aside some amount of money in 
relation to what you have earned and save it for this offering. Don’t wait until I get 
there and then try to collect it all at once.NLT The first procedure that the Corinthian 
believers should implement right away was to ask each person (or family) to put aside 
some amount of money . . . and save it for this offering. This was to be done on every 
Lord’s Day. Some have suggested that this offering was to be kept at home, but Paul’s 
mention of setting it aside on Sunday (the day when the believers met together for 
worship—see Acts 20:7) probably means that the believers were to bring the amount that 
had been set aside that week and place it in a special offering at church. That offering, in 
turn, would be held until Paul’s arrival. Paul stipulated that everyone must give (each of 
you); no one was exempt. But he did not stipulate how much everyone should give; 
instead, each should give in relation to what he or she had earned. 

By implementing this plan, the money would be ready and waiting whenever Paul 
arrived (which at this point was still an uncertain date). Paul would not have to 
personally make any sort of appeal; he did not really want to be there when the 
collections were made. Paul did not want to have anyone concerned about what might 
appear to be his own interest in the money. He also did not want the church to be 
reduced to having to try to collect it all at once. Instead, the entire effort would be well 
planned and appropriately carried out so as to help the Christians in Jerusalem as 
generously as possible. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

THE POOR 



	Believers are expected to act on behalf of the 
poor. Here are eight common excuses for not 
helping the poor: 



	1.They don’t deserve help. They got 
themselves into poverty; let them get 
themselves out. 



	2.God’s call to help the poor applies to 
another time. 



	3.We don’t know any poor people. 



	4.I have my own needs. 



	5.Any money I give will be wasted, stolen, or 
spent on other things. The poor will never 
see it. 



	6.I may become a victim myself. 



	7.I don’t know where to start, and I don’t 
have the time. 



	8.My little bit won’t make any difference. 



	Instead of making lame excuses, ask what can 
be done to help the poor. Does your church have 
programs that help the needy? Could you 
volunteer to work with a community group that 
fights poverty? As one individual, you may not be 
able to accomplish much, but join up with 
similarly motivated people and watch mountains 
begin to move. 




16:3-4 When I come I will write letters of recommendation for the messengers you 
choose to deliver your gift to Jerusalem. And if it seems appropriate for me also to 
go along, then we can travel together.NLT To further distance himself from the offering, 
Paul suggested that the Corinthian church choose their own messengers . . . to deliver the 
gift to Jerusalem. These men are listed in Acts 20:4. Paul would write letters of 
recommendation for those messengers, so that when they arrived at the Jerusalem church 
their mission would be heralded by Paul himself and the church could readily welcome 
them. Paul might end up traveling with them if it seem[ed] appropriate (or “advisable”; 
NIV). 

PAUL’S FINAL INSTRUCTIONS / 16:5-24 

As the Corinthians awaited Paul’s next visit, they were directed to be on their guard 
against spiritual dangers, stand firm in the faith, behave courageously, be strong, and do 
everything with kindness and in love. This list could be called a Christian’s job 
description. Today, as believers await the return of Christ, they should follow the same 
instructions. 

16:5-6 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia—for I intend to pass 
through Macedonia—and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so 
that you may send me on my way, wherever I go.NRSV Paul was writing this letter near 
the end of his three-year ministry in Ephesus (see Introduction). It may have been 
tempting for Paul to take the next ship across the Aegean Sea from Ephesus to Corinth in 
order to deal with the problems and squelch those who said he was avoiding them (4:18); 
however, Paul explained that he would indeed visit with them after passing through 
Macedonia (see Acts 20:1-2). Because Paul had intended to go to Macedonia, he would 
do so. In the meantime, he would send Timothy (4:17; 16:10) and Titus (2 Corinthians 
7:13). But when he did arrive, he would stay with them for a time, perhaps even 
spending the entire winter there. This would not be a “passing visit” (16:7); these were 
not the words of a man afraid to deal with the problems in Corinth. Then he would let 
them send him on his way—by providing both encouragement and provisions for his 
next journey, wherever that might take him. 

16:7 I do not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; I hope to spend 
some time with you, if the Lord permits.NIV Paul knew that if he were to go 
immediately to Corinth, it would by necessity be only a passing visit, and he did not 
want to do that. He preferred to spend some time with them and would do so if the Lord 
permitted it. Paul made plans, but he always knew that at any moment God could 
intervene and make changes. Paul would go wherever God sent him (16:6). 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

OBSTACLES AND OPPORTUNITIES 



	Paul certainly didn’t confuse God’s guidance and 
the “easy way.” He understood that open doors 
may well include many adversaries. In a sense, he 
kept his eyes on the trail and didn’t worry that it 
went uphill. He could see that the opportunities in 
Ephesus were greater than the obstacles he would 
have to overcome. His attention was focused on 
opportunities to minister, and he sensed God’s 
guidance. We tend to focus on the obstacles to 
ministry and find ourselves confused and without 
guidance. We mistake obstacles (or adversaries) 
for closed doors. Practicing Paul’s approach will 
improve our sense of direction. 




16:8-9 But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for 
effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.NIV Paul was 
writing from Ephesus and wanted to stay there until Pentecost. That meant that Paul was 
planning to stay well into the spring in Ephesus, travel through the summer in 
Macedonia (16:5), and then spend the winter in Corinth (16:6). Paul wanted to go to 
Corinth, but he had pressing work in Ephesus and knew that he needed to be there to 
take advantage of a great door for effective work that had been opened to him. Oddly 
enough, Paul also wanted to stay in Ephesus because of many who were opposing him. 
Who these were is unknown, although Acts 19 gives a clear picture of the opposition he 
faced in Ephesus. Paul was not afraid of the opposition; instead, because God had 
opened the door, Paul would stay to complete the ministry God had given. 

16:10-11 If Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is with you, 
for he is carrying on the work of the Lord, just as I am. No one, then, should refuse 
to accept him. Send him on his way in peace so that he may return to me. I am 
expecting him along with the brothers.NIV As Paul was writing, Timothy (and another 
believer named Erastus) were traveling ahead of him through Macedonia (Acts 19:22). 
Paul expected Timothy to also arrive ahead of him at Corinth (4:17). Paul respected 
Timothy and had worked closely with him (Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2:22; 1 Timothy 
1:2). Although Timothy was young, Paul encouraged the Corinthian church to welcome 
him because he was carrying on the work of the Lord. With all the problems that had 
been brewing in the Corinthian church, Paul wanted to make sure that the young 
Timothy would have nothing to fear during his visit in Corinth and that no one . . . 
should refuse to accept him. Timothy often traveled as Paul’s emissary, going ahead or 
staying behind in order to help the churches (see Acts 17:10-15; Philippians 1:1; 2:19; 
1 Thessalonians 3:2). Paul stated that Timothy should be accepted by the churches in the 
same way that they would accept Paul himself. After Timothy stayed among the 
Corinthians for a while, they should send him on his way in peace so that he may return 
to Paul along with the brothers. The identity of these men is unknown, although one of 
them may have been Erastus, who had been sent along with Timothy on this particular 
trip (Acts 19:22). Paul knew of the tensions in the church and had sent Timothy to 
remind the church of his instructions in case any animosity toward him would spill over 
to Timothy. Paul did not want Timothy to be mistreated. 

16:12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you with 
the other brothers, but he was not at all willing to come now. He will come when he 
has the opportunity.NRSV The phrase “now concerning” indicates that this was another 
question posed by the Corinthians. Perhaps they wondered about Apollos and wanted 
him to come and visit. Apollos, who had preached in Corinth, was doing evangelistic 
work in Greece (Acts 18:24-28). Apollos was not at all willing to go to Corinth right 
away, but he would do so when he had the chance. Perhaps Apollos’s reluctance had to 
do with the factions in the Corinthian church (1:12; 3:4-5) and a desire not to make the 
problem any worse. Paul could “send” Timothy, but he could only “strongly urge” 
Apollos, who apparently worked independently of Paul although preaching the same 
message (3:5-6; 4:1). 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

SHARED MINISTRY 



	This letter was designed to pave the way for 
Paul’s next visit to Corinth. But Paul didn’t 
present himself as God’s sole faithful messenger. 
These verses mention five others—Timothy, 
Apollos, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus—
who, in one way or another, served the 
Corinthians and Paul. Paul was eager to receive 
help from others who were genuine servants of 
God. 



	We serve a God of unlimited means, yet we 
must be humble in claiming the effectiveness of 
our service. We should encourage others, work 
alongside them, and ask for and accept their help. 
To do so illustrates teamwork in the marvelous 
spiritual organism called the church of Jesus 
Christ. 




16:13-14 Be on guard. Stand true to what you believe. Be courageous. Be strong. 
And everything you do must be done with love.NLT Paul’s final words to the church in 
Corinth sum up what he has written in this letter. 

They were to be on guard. They were to be constantly watchful or alert for spiritual 
enemies that might slip in and threaten to destroy them, whether it be divisions (1:10-
17; 11:18), pride (3:18-21), sin (5:1-8), disorder (14:40), or erroneous theology 
(15:12). (See also 1 Thessalonians 5:6, 10; 1 Peter 5:8.) 

They needed to stand true to what they believed—that is, the gospel that they had 
been taught in the beginning, the gospel that they had accepted, the gospel that had 
brought them salvation (15:1-2). 

They had to be courageous so that they could stand against false teachers, deal with 
sin in the congregation, and straighten out the problems that Paul had addressed in 
this letter. 

They should be strong with the strength given by the Holy Spirit. 

They should do everything . . . with love (13:1-13), because without love, they would 
be no more than prideful noisemakers. 

16:15-16 You know that Stephanas and his household were the first to become 
Christians in Greece, and they are spending their lives in service to other 
Christians. I urge you, dear brothers and sisters, to respect them fully and others 
like them who serve with such real devotion.NLT Stephanas and his household were 
mentioned in 1:16 as people whom Paul had baptized. Paul held up this “household” as 
an example of Christian living. Exactly what they were doing is unknown, but Paul made 
it clear that they were spending their lives in service to other Christians. They were 
doing exactly what Paul had been talking about in this letter. From his words, I urge you 
. . . to respect them fully, it sounds as though they had, perhaps, even been treated with 
disrespect—Paul wanted to correct this. But these people and others like them were 
serving the Lord with such real devotion. These people were examples to the rest of the 
believers in Corinth, exhibiting practical Christian faith. 

16:17-18 I am so glad that Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus have come here. 
They have been making up for the help you weren’t here to give me. They have 
been a wonderful encouragement to me, as they have been to you, too. You must 
give proper honor to all who serve so well.NLT Stephanas himself had come to Ephesus 
to see Paul, along with two other men, Fortunatus and Achaicus, who are mentioned 
only here. These men may have delivered the letter that contained all the questions that 
Paul had been answering (see 7:1). These words give a glimpse into Paul’s genuine joy 
at being able to commune with other believers. Apparently, Paul truly missed the 
believers in Corinth and would have loved to go immediately to see them if it had been 
possible, but these men made up for that absence by their presence. That they brought a 
letter with questions for the apostle to answer also shows that the church was seeking 
Paul’s advice, which was a good sign. These men were a wonderful encouragement to 
Paul as representatives of the larger congregation. Paul wanted them to be treated with 
proper honor as well. They had taken time to serve the church by finding Paul and 
getting the answers to questions so that the church could deal with some difficulties. 
These men’s concern for the church in Corinth was honorable indeed. 

16:19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla 
greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.NIV 
Just as all the churches were working together to collect funds for the church in 
Jerusalem (16:1-4), so all the churches stood united as they greeted one another from 
distant places. As Paul had traveled across the Roman Empire, he started churches in 
many cities. Although far apart geographically, the churches were united in their 
relationship to Jesus Christ, and Paul emphasized this unity each time he would send 
greetings from one church to another. The phrase “the churches in the province of Asia” 
would have referred to the Roman province of Asia located in what is now part of 
Turkey. There were churches in Ephesus (Ephesians 1:1), Colosse, Laodicea, and 
Hierapolis (Colossians 1:2; 4:13, 16). 

Paul also sent greetings from Aquila and Priscilla. The church in Corinth would have 
known this married couple, for they had lived in Corinth. Both were tentmakers (or 
leatherworkers) whom Paul had met during his stay in Corinth (Acts 18:1-3). Aquila and 
Priscilla had followed Paul to Ephesus and had lived there with him, helping to teach 
others about Jesus. They even risked their lives for Paul, although the exact event is 
unknown (Romans 16:3-5). The great preacher Apollos, whom so many of the 
Corinthian believers admired, had been taught the Christian faith by this couple (Acts 
18:26). 

The early churches would meet in homes. Because of sporadic persecution and the 
great expense involved, church buildings were not constructed at this time (church 
buildings were not built until the third century). Many congregations were so small that 
the entire church could meet in one home. At other times, especially in large cities such 
as Ephesus or Rome, smaller groups of believers would meet regularly in various private 
homes (see Romans 16:5; Philemon 1:2). Apparently, Aquila and Priscilla had opened 
their home for just such a gathering, and this “church” also sent its greetings to Corinth. 

16:20 All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one another with a holy 
kiss.NRSV Finally, Paul sent greetings from all the brothers and sisters. The word “all” is 
comprehensive; perhaps this indicates that all the house churches in Ephesus, not just the 
one that met at Aquila and Priscilla’s home, sent greetings to all the Christians in 
Corinth. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

THE KISS 



	Paul encouraged the “holy kiss” as a way for 
Christians to greet each other, and a way to help 
break down the divisions in this church. This 
custom was carried over from Jewish society, 
where a kiss was a normal greeting. In our day, a 
handshake or hug conveys the same warmth, 
genuineness, and respect. To a church mired in a 
pattern of divisiveness and personal 
competitiveness, Paul issues a simple order: Show 
the world you appreciate each other. Make sure 
your greetings are heartfelt and enthusiastic. 




To greet one another with a holy kiss was encouraged by Paul as a way to greet 
Christians, and a way to help break down the divisions in this church. Kissing was a 
normal way of greeting each other in Paul’s day. This “holy kiss” or “kiss of love” 
expressed the love and unity among the believers. Paul wanted his readers to express 
their love and unity to one another. Paul used the same expression in Romans 16:16; 
2 Corinthians 13:12; and 1 Thessalonians 5:26. Peter also recommended the “holy kiss” 
to the believers (1 Peter 5:14). 

16:21 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.NRSV Usually Paul would dictate 
his letters to a scribe, and often he would end with a short note in his own handwriting 
(see also Galatians 6:11; Colossians 4:18; 2 Thessalonians 3:17; Philemon 1:19). This is 
similar to adding a handwritten postscript (P.S.) to a typewritten letter. This greeting 
with [Paul’s] own hand assured the recipients that false teachers were not writing letters 
in Paul’s name (as apparently had been a problem—see 2 Thessalonians 2:2; 3:17). It 
also gave the letters a personal touch. 

16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord, that person is cursed. Our Lord, come!NLT 
Paul had addressed many problems in this letter, hoping to help the believers straighten 
out their attitudes and actions and then to bring them back in line with the truth. Some of 
the problems existed because of pretenders in the church, people who did not love the 
Lord. Paul’s final word for such people is that they be cursed. The word means to be 
placed under God’s wrath (see also commentary on 12:3). These words were written in 
Paul’s own handwriting (16:21), adding emphasis to these serious words toward any 
who would attempt to hurt the church of God. 

As always, Paul’s focus was on the coming kingdom, so he added the Aramaic word 
 (translated for modern readers as “Our Lord, come!”). The word 
, although in the Aramaic language, must have been picked up in the Greek-
speaking world as a way of expressing the hope of the Second Coming (see also 
Revelation 22:20). Paul never wanted believers to forget that this was what they were 
looking forward to and working toward. It was part of the foundation of their faith. 
Without Christ and the future bodily resurrection, the faith would be meaningless. (Read 
Paul’s argument about this in chapter 15.) 

16:23-24 May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love to all of you in 
Christ Jesus.NLT As Paul began this letter (1:3), so he ended it. Paul’s final prayer was 
for the grace of the Lord Jesus to remain with them. Paul often ended his letters this 
way, asking his readers to continue to experience God’s undeserved kindness and love 
every day of their lives and then to pass along that grace to others. 

Although this had been a difficult letter to write, with many issues to be handled and 
sins to be corrected, Paul closed by reaffirming his love for these believers in Christ 
Jesus. Through Christ alone they had all been saved from the darkness and brought into 
the light; through him alone they had been joined together in his service. Paul loved 
these believers, cared for them, prayed for them, and longed to see them. 

	LIFE APPLICATION 

MARANATHA 



	The Lord Jesus Christ is coming back to earth 
again. To Paul, this was a glad hope, the very best 
he could look forward to. He was not afraid of 
seeing Christ—he could hardly wait! His brief 
prayer combines the excitement of a cheer and the 
urgency of a welcome. Do you share Paul’s eager 
anticipation? Those who love Christ are looking 
forward to that wonderful time of his return (Titus 
2:13). As for those who did not love the Lord, 
however, Paul says to let them be cursed. 
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