John 5:1-15   VBS Lesson 1 “Do You Want To Get Well”

The Healing at the Pool

 1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda [a] and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3-4 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [b] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?" 

    7 "Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me." 

    8 Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. 

    The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat." 

    11 But he replied, "The man who made me well said to me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.' " 

    12 So they asked him, "Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?" 

    13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. 

    14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you." 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

1.  This man had been sick for 38 years. We don’t know how long he had been coming to the pool.  What do you think the man was expecting to happen at the pool and why?

2. Why does Jesus ask the man if he wants a miracle to be healed?

3.  Why do people stay content with bad circumstances, going through motions that will not move them forward in life? Why do they accept these conditions? 

4.  Why does Jesus grant this man a miracle who does not give him a straight forward answer on wanting to be healed and apparently has no faith in Jesus?

5.  How could this man have nullified the miracle that Jesus had made possible?

6. Identify what you think are necessary ingredients for a miracle to take place.  Why and how does taking a risk go hand in hand with receiving a miracle?

7.  What circumstances  led to a miracle have you experienced in your life?

8.  Do miracles change the content of people’s characters? Why or why not?

9.    Why does the man turn against Jesus in the end?

10.  Which is the greater miracle a 21 year old being healed of cancer or an 85 year getting saved?  Why

11.  What miracle are you believing God for for yourself.  What miracle are you believing God for for our church?   What risks are you taking to make them come to past.


VBS Lesson 2  Confidence In God’s Ability For A Miracle

Luke 7:1-10 (Today's New International Version)

Luke 7

The Faith of the Centurion

 1 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue." 6 So Jesus went with them. 

    He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

    9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 

1.  Why did the centurion originally send some elders to come and heal his servant?

2.  The elders felt that the centurion was entitled to receive a miracle from Jesus.  Is it possible for us to do anything to deserve receiving a miracle from Jesus? 

4.  Is it a sign of faith or arrogance to tell God, “God after all I’ve done, I deserve for you to answer this prayer of mine?

5.  Why do you think the centurion decided to send a second group to speak to Jesus about coming to his house?

6.  How did the centurion’s understanding of authority increase his faith in Christ’s ability to heal?

7.  When we say that Jesus is Lord, “what are we really saying”?

8.  How does the lordship of Christ in our lives, increase our faith in God doing a miracle in our lives?

9.  Why does the centurion give up the chance to see Jesus do a miracle “live and on stage.”  What risk is the centurion taking?

10.  What about the centurion impressed Jesus?  Why do you think Jesus healed the centurion’s servant without going on to the centurion’s house.

11. Whose faith  do you think was strengthened the most, that of the centurion or that of the servant who was  healed? Why

12, What difference in attitude do we find between the centurion and the man at the pool after the healings take place?

Matthew 14:22-36                        VBS Lesson 3 My Miracle, My Risk

Jesus Walks on the Water

 22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 

    25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 

    27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 

    28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 

    29 "Come," he said. 

    Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

    31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 

    32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

    34 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him 36 and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed.

1. Will our obedience to  ever God put us in places where we need to have a miracle?  Why are the disciples out on the lake in the midst of a storm?

2.  Did Jesus know the storm was coming when he sent the disciples on ahead? Have you ever tried to obey the Lord only to discover you were now in a real mess of a situation? If so, what was your first course of action?

3.  How did Jesus prepare himself for the miracle on walking on the water?  What’s the role of prayer in our lives in preparing for miracles?

4.  Describe what you think the scene was like in the boat with the disciples just before Jesus arrived?  How did this contribute to their fear?

5. Jesus told the disciple to take courage and don’t be afraid.  Why does fear keep us from seeing miracles in our lives and in our church?  Identify some of those fears?

6.  Why  does seeking Jesus’ permission, give Peter a boldness to try to attempt to do the impossible?

7.  Why on earth do you think Peter wanted to try walking on the water?

8. What miracle would you like for Jesus to give you permission to start on in your life?

9.  Do you think the other disciples were encouraging Peter on or discouraging him from trying?  Why

10.   Why do people tend to emphasize that Peter sank when the wind  grew stronger, rather than point out that his faith allowed him to be the only person other than Jesus to walk on water?  

11.  What do we learn about the kinds of miracles Jesus is able to do from this passage?

12.  Why is that Jesus did so many miracles, and yet had so few people on his side when he was being tried prior to the crucifixion?

13.  Do miracles really change the hearts of people?
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