Lesson 3 Life Sharing - Jesus The True Transformer “You Won’t Cling The Same”  Glenville New Life Community Church – P. R. 

2 Corinthians 8:1-8:9  1 Timothy 6:17-19

Someone has said that the last thing a Christian will turn over to God is control over his or her M___________.  The funny thing is, God is already in control of it and they do not yet know it.

Corinthians 8

The Collection for the Lord's People

 1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord's people. 5 And they went beyond our expectations; having given themselves first of all to the Lord, they gave themselves by the will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you [a]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.     8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 10 And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.


         Paul turns his attention to the collection for the Jerusalem church. This offering was intended to aid the P_______________-stricken saints in the holy city of Jerusalem. 

Yet they were generous in sending gifts to Paul and in supporting the collection. Jesus had transformed their poverty into generosity.


Jesus wants to transform us into G___________________ People
In verse 7 Paul tells the Corinthians “see that you also excel in the grace of giving.”

Listen to Today’s Message version of the same passage we read at the beginning.  II Corinthians 8: 1-4 Now, friends, I want to report on the surprising and generous ways in which God is working in the churches in Macedonia province. Fierce troubles came down on the people of those churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed their true colors: They were incredibly happy, though desperately poor. The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure and generous gifts. I was there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of whatever they could—far more than they could afford! —pleading for the privilege of helping out in the relief of poor Christians.

#1. First they gave T_______________ to the Lord! 


If Jesus isn’t F___________ when it comes to being transformed in our giving, resentment will come-in and take over whatever you do! Matthew 6:33 NLT Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and God  will give you everything you need.

#2 They understood that everything they possessed was through God’s G____________ alone.     Wow!  A group of Christians begging for an offering plate is truly a transformed group of believers.

#3. Their giving was regulated and motivated by gratitude for what C____________ had done.


#4. The weren’t  trying to find an E____________ for not giving by saying, we may not give, but we do a lot of things in exchange.  It’s not how much you give, but how much of a percentage are you giving of what you do have. How much we have left over is a begger indicator of our faith than how much we gave


#5. They weren’t giving to g__________ They weren’t enticed by gimmicks, or begging!  They simply made up their minds to be a blessing. 
 
Everything God created was meant to G___________.  …….John 3:16….  God wants to transform us from being consumers to givers. In so doing, we reap the best gifts in life.


17 Those who are kind to the poor lend to the LORD,  and he will reward them for what they have done. Proverbs 19:17

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
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