Life-Sharing Lesson 10 Luke 10:25-37  “Maybe My Neighbor, Maybe Not”

Luke 10:25-37 (NIV) 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 
27 He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 
28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 
36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 
1.  When was a time when someone went  out of his or her way to help you? 

2. Why do you think all the commandments can summed up in verse 10:27?

3.   Who is our neighbor in the church?

4. Who is our neighbor in the community and in the world?

4a.  When was the last time you had the chance to be a neighbor, but chose not to be one?

5.  Why did the religious people, the priest and the Levite not see a neighbor?

6.   What kinds of things keep us from seeing the neighbors around us?

7.   Why did the  Samaritan see a neighbor?

8.   What were the costs involved in being a neighbor for the Samaritan?

9.   When we say we love one another at church, what does the word love really mean?

10.  Jesus says,  “Go and Do Likewise” Is Jesus telling us to give a dollar to everyone who asks us for it when we’re entering McDonalds and they look hungry?

11. People will say, “if there’s a God, how come there’s so much suffering in the world?” What should be the Christian response to this question?

12.  Do you think we as Christians get like the expert in the law, thinking we deserve eternal life because of what we have done in the past?

Lifesharing Lesson 11 Luke 18:9-14    “Are We Really All That” VBS

Luke 18:9-14 (NIV) 9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 
13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 
14 "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
1. How does it feel to be in the presence of someone markedly better than you at what you do best? 
2.  Why do we put so much emphasis on being number one in our society?
3.   How does that spirit of being number one find itself in the life of the church?
4.   What should be the true purpose of why we do what we do?
5.   What does it mean to be confident in our own righteousness?
6.    In  what ways do we as Christians at times sound like the Pharisee?
7.    How do we go about having a worship service so that we do not make the unbeliever feel as though we have told them how much better we are than they are?
8.   How do older Christians avoid sounding like the Pharisees to the youth?
9.   Why is humility so important in our daily walk with God?
10.     When are you most likely to feel unworthy in your walk with God?
11.    What is the message we should learn from the  tax collector?
12.    When you arrive at home or at work, which attitude does God want you to display?

13.    How do you most often approach God in your prayers? 

14.  What does this parable teach us about our prayer habits?

Life-Sharing Lesson 12 John 15:1-7   “The Vine Gives Life To The Branches” VBS

John 15:1-8 (NIV) 1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
1.    When was a time a friend did something to you that caused you to break off the relationship? How did it feel to break it off?

2.    Jesus said that he was the “true vine”, what are some possible false vines that we face in our lives?

3.    What is the purpose of cutting off branches that do not bear fruit from God’s perspective?

4.   What is Jesus getting at when he says for us to remain in Him and he will remain in us?  How does one remain in Jesus in the midst of a crisis when everything seems to be going wrong?

5.  What kind of fruit is Jesus wanting us to produce?

6.   What’s the difference between having a gift from God and producing fruit?

7.   What  is Jesus getting at when he states “apart from me you can do nothing”?

8.  What do you have to do in order to stop remaining in Jesus?  What kind of behaviors show up as symptoms leading to no longer remaining in Jesus.

9.   Verse 7 has been quoted many times in the prosperity movement.  Is this verse really teaching, that if you remain in Christ, you can drive a Mercedes if you want to have and have a Bentley in the garage? Why or why not?

9b.  If we are remaining in Jesus, and his words are remaining in us, what kind of things are we going to be asking for which will lead to the Father’s glory?

10. Jesus links bearing much fruit, to showing ourselves to be his disciples. What is the means by which Jesus teaches that others will know we are his disciples?

11.  In what ways can bearing much fruit, be related to the parable of the Good Samaritan?

Lifesharing Lesson 13 Luke 12:16-21   “Today Could Be Your Last” VBS

Luke 12:16-21 (NIV) 
16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 
17 He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 
18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' 20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."

1.  When was the first time you had what you thought was a lot of money?  What was your first plans for the money?

2. Why is having a lot more than what we need a potential recipe for greed?

3.  How does a Christian balance “my wants” verses “others’ needs”?  How do you know when enough is enough?

4.   What do we know about the kind of person this rich man was?

5.     Was there anything wrong with his investment plan? Why does having money not give us the kind of security we had hoped to receive?

6.   What is your current investment plan for others to take an interest in you when you need their help or comfort?

7.   How should the reality of our impending death cause us to view our possessions?

8.   Will the kingdom of God benefit financially or materially from the possessions you gained while you were alive? Why or Why not?

9.  Who will receive your possessions and how will they use them?

10.  Do you think God will hold us accountable for the wealth we leave behind?

PAGE  
1

