Life-Sharing Lesson 1 “ What Really Is A Tithe”

1.  What or who do you consider to be the source of your income? What is a way your income could be dramatically decreased or increased?

2.  What is your understanding of what it means to be a tither?
3.  What are the reasons people who are believers do not tithe?

4.  Read the following verses and discuss what their view of tithing was. Leviticus 27:30-33 (NIV) 
30 "'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 31 If a man redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth of the value to it. 32 The entire tithe of the herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd's rod--will be holy to the LORD. 33 He must not pick out the good from the bad or make any substitution. If he does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute become holy and cannot be redeemed.'

A.  The tithing was  a clear one out of ten from everything, from whatever source you got it.

B.  If you borrowed from your tithe, you had to add 20% to it .

C.   People were not to try to make sure they kept the best animals for themselves and give

       God something less.

 4. Why does God not allow for the substitution of  the tithe in verse 33 above?  How do we attempt to make substitutions today? 

5.  Why is tithing important in the life of a believer?  Why is it important in the life of the church?

6.  What would you say Jesus’ position is on tithing based on the following words coming from Jesus’ mouth?  Luke 11:42 (NIV) 
42 "Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 
7. How is tithing a trust factor rather than an economic factor?

8.   What kind of choices do we have to make in life to be faithful in tithing?

9.  If we are told we will give an account for every word we speak, do you think God will ask us to give an account what we did with God’s tithe?   What words are you most likely to hear from God concerning your giving for the ministry of Jesus Christ?

A. Wow, you exceeded my expectations! B. Well done my child!    C. What happened  here?   D. How could you give so little when I gave you so much?

Life-Sharing Lesson 2 “Can We Trust God”

1.  Share a time when someone promised you that if you did something, they would do something for you?  What made you believe the person would keep his or her promised.

2.  What Is God promising in the following verses?:  Malachi 3:10-12 (NIV) 
10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 
11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty. 

3.  What are some of the ways God has opened a floodgate for you  by blessing you with funds you did not expect or God has prevented pests from eating up something you had by keeping something from breaking down or going bad?

4.  In Haggai, the people of God were building beautiful homes and wore beautiful clothes, but they kept saying, “now is not the time to build the house of the Lord because money was tight.  This was God’s response: Haggai 1:5-6 (NIV) 
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 
6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." Haggai 1:9 (NIV) 
9 "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.   What can we learn about God and our giving patterns from these verses?

5.  Why would God work against us in the area of finance if God truly loves us?

6.   Is tithing something we should do only when times are good and we think we can afford it?

7.    How does the principle of sowing and reaping work in the kingdom of God when it comes to blessings.   2 Corinthians 9:6 (NIV) 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
8.  Jesus said the following in Matthew 6:24 (NIV)  24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.   “How much money do you think Jesus had in mind when he made this statement?

9.  What do you think it means to really serve money?

10.   What steps should we take to make sure we are serving God.
Lesson 3 “What Does It Take To Be A Cheerful Giver”

Luke 19:1-10 (NIV) 
1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.'" 
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 
1. When was a time you gave something away that you feel good inside?

2. Why did Zaccheus become such a cheerful and energetic giver?

3.  Should Christians attempt to pay back financially those they may have cheated or wronged in the past before they got saved?

4. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (NIV) 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Why do you think God loves a cheerful giver?

5. How is our giving a measurement of our faith?

6. Read the following verses: 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV) 
17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 
19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  What is the purpose of wealth and riches in a Christian’s life?

7. Do you think God really owns the stuff we have, or is that simple lip service we offer to make others thing we are more holy that we actually are?

8.  What steps or though patters should be involved in a Christian making financial purchases?

9.  What is a key component of being a cheerful giver?

10.  If God announced tomorrow, the tithe would move up to 20%, how would it affect your life?

11.  If God announced tomorrow, the tithe would be lowered to 5%, would you keep giving at 10% with great joy.

12.  What did Zaccheus seem to have that so many of us as Christians seem to lack.
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