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1 Peter Part 3 Bible Study

Lesson 9  “Living As Christ Intended For Us To Live” 1 Peter 3:8-12

Lesson 10  “Patience  Comes At A High Price” 1 Peter 3:13-22

Lesson 11  “Living For God—Whose Life Is It Anyway 1 Peter 4:1-6”

Lesson 12  “ It’s Time For Us To Get It Together”  1 Peter 4:7-11

Our purpose is to enter into a right relationship with God and be equipped for the ministry of Jesus Christ to make a difference in the lives of others.
                Lesson 9  “Living As Christ Intended For Us To Live” 1 Peter 3:8-12
1 Peter 3:8-12 (NIV) 8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

1. Share a time in which you did something  wrong to someone, and the other person just let it go?  How do you feel about it today?

2. Why is it so important for Christians to live in harmony with each other?  Why did Jesus have to pray the prayer in John 17:11 “so that they may be one as we are one.”? What works against unity in the body of Christ?
3.  How  should the call to be sympathetic with each other be performed in the everyday life of the church, especially when someone does not show up to do his or her part?
4.  What is it that keeps us from being compassionate and humble in our own homes? What does it look like for a person to have compassion on a mean boss?
5.  How is God glorified in our lives when someone tells us off in front of others, and we act as though the person  never embarrassed us, by demonstrating love toward the person?

6.  Verse 9 is telling us that the way to receive a blessing, is to be insulted by others, and then bless the one who insults you.  Is this what people are thinking about when they ask God to bless them?
7.  What’s the difference between having a tongue of evil and deceitful speech? Which one  are we more likely to excuse  and accept as okay?

8.   How much do we rely on the Spirit for a change in our lives, and how much do we need to stop doing evil and start doing God?   If a person is living with a girlfriend or boyfriend and then gets saved, should the person rely on the Spirit’s timing to stop being involved in sexual sin, or should the person simply stop the behavior?  What should happen if the two of them share a lease and there are still 3 months left on the lease?

9.  How does a person go about seeking peace and pursuing it? Suppose Bill stole Susan’s necklace and sold it. Susan is furious and wants nothing else to do with Bill. Bill has gotten saved and wants to seek peace with Susan. How should he pursue it?
10.   In verse 12, how much does our behavior affect answers to our prayers? 

11.  Think of an area of conflict in your life.  What’s one thing you can do to bring peace and harmony into the situation?

   Lesson 10  “Patience  Comes At A High Price” 1 Peter 3:13-22

1 Peter 3:13-22 (NIV) 13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 
14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 
21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22 who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

1.  When was a time in your life when you tried to do good, and end up suffering because of  it?

2.  What is Peter getting at in verse 14 when he says if you should suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed?  What if a woman’s husband beats her for going to church against his desires. Is this woman  to be considered blessed? Why or why not?
3.  How should setting apart Christ as Lord in our hearts, be a way to keep things in balance when it comes to suffering for doing good?

4.  We are to be ready to let others know why we act the way we do in certain situations when one would expect a different response. What does it mean to say that we are to give our response with gentleness and respect?
5. What is the best defense for a Christian, when others are speaking maliciously against them?

6.  How is our suffering for doing good, similar to what happened to Christ?
7. God was patient with the people of Noah’s generation even though God knew they were not going to change. Why is God patient with us as individuals, as a church and as a  society. (See Genesis Chapter 6)
8. How was Noah patient through the building of the Ark? It may have taken  up to about 120 years to build it. See Genesis 6 & 7.

9.  How do we make a pledge of a good conscience  toward God? 

10.  Why is the  actual resurrection of Jesus so important to the Christian faith?

Lesson 11  “Living For God—Whose Life Is It Anyway 1 Peter 4:1-6”
1 Peter 4:1-6 (NIV) 1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. 2 As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do--living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit. 

1.  At what point in your life did you realize that your parents did not actually own you or your life?

2.   What was the attitude of Christ as he faced sufferings on our behalf? What got Christ through it all?

3. How does suffering in the body, do away with sin? Do you think it is painful for a Christian to die to sin?   Why or why not?

4. How much of you does Christ actually own to do God’s will?  What area of your life are you hesitant to fully turn over to God for His will?
5. Some people say things such as, “since I’ve given my life to Jesus, I have no desire to sin.”  Do you think that’s the experience of most believers?  Has it been your own experience?

6.Would you  agree or disagree with the statement, “Sin can be a lot of fun? ” Why?

7.  Why does the world think it strange that Christians do not desire to do the same things they consider as fun?

8.  What is the connection between sin and consequences? What can we do to control the consequences?
9.  What is the balance for a Christian to have when it comes to loving God and being fearful of the judgment that is certain to come?

10. Are you motivated to do things more out of your love for Christ or out of fear of what is going to happen in the future at the judgment? How does either choice without the other cause us to distort who God is?

11.  How do we live according to God in regards to the spirit?
Lesson 12  “ It’s Time For Us o Get It Together”  1 Peter 4:7-11
1 Peter 4:7-11 (NIV) 7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 
11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

1.  When was a time you were supposed to be ready for something , and you weren’t and you missed out on something?

2. What does it take to be clear minded?  How do we get the clearing process started as believers? Is it an automatic process?
3. What does a believer look like who is not under self-control?

4.  What’s the process in verse seven to have a productive prayer life?

5. When we say love covers a multitude of sins how exactly does that work? Suppose Doris  is the treasurer of  a group in the church.  You discover that Doris has taken some of the money out of the group’s account for her own use. What steps should you take? How does love cover sin here, or even should it try to cover any sin here?
6.  Why do we grumble about doing good for others, when the word of God has instructed us to do good for others?  What’s the problem with a complaining spirit?

7.  What’s the real purpose of having a spiritual gift?

8.  Why would Peter put speaking and serving on equal levels when it comes to spiritual gift?  Why do we put them on very  unequal levels in the church?

9.   How concerned are we with whether or not  God is praised in our actions at home, on the job, at church, or in our marriage? What  should happen if we really are concerned with God being praised when we know we have blown a situation? 

10.  How do we confuse the glory that should go to Christ with the glory that we claim for ourselves? What happens when these two glories  get mixed up? If God told you he wanted to go and speak to a 1,000 people would you do it? Would it be different if you knew he wanted you to speak to them one at a time over a 10 year period? Was your enthusiasm actually the same for both or did speaking to a 1,000 at once look more important to you.
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