	When sacrificing an animal according to God’s law, a priest would kill the animal, cut it in pieces, and place it on the altar. Sacrifice was important, but even in the Old Testament God made it clear that obedience from the heart was much more important (see 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 40:6; Amos 5:21-24). God wants us, his “holy priesthood,” to offer ourselves, not animals, as living and spiritual sacrifices—daily laying aside our own desires and following him, putting all our energy and resources at his disposal and trusting him to guide us.


Life-Sharing Lesson 5—Stones, Sacrifices & Salvation

1 Peter 2:4-8 

    As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- [5] you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. [6] For in Scripture it says:

    "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." [7] Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," 

[8] and,  "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."

They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for. 

1.  What was something you help to build that you were very proud of afterwards?

2.   Why do you think Peter refers to us as living stones?

3.  What is the difference between a “holy priesthood” and a “priesthood?”

4.   If someone were to ask you, “how do I offer spiritual sacrifices to God,” what would you tell them?

5.  If you were asked, “what’s the most important sacrifice to offer to God”, what would your response be?

6.  How would you explain the idea of Christ being precious to you?

7.  What do you think it means to say that anyone who trusts in Christ will never be put to shame?  Does this verse somehow excuse us from embarrassing moments as a Christian or is shame being used in a different way?

8. What do you think are the real reasons that people reject Christ today?

9. What are the reasons you reject Christ’s authority over your life after having become a believer ?

10.   How is it that Christ causes people to stumble?

Lesson 6 “Even God Thinks That You Are Special”  1 Peter 2:9-12

	LIFE APPLICATION

ON HIS KNEE

	When a father puts a youngster on his knee, gives a hug, and tells how much he loves that child, neither one of them doubts the message: “Of all the children in the world—some of them brighter, healthier, less troublesome—you are special, you are mine!” Later, that child crawls into bed at peace with the world.

	God gives us the same tender treatment. If not a bounce and a squeeze, surely the equivalent in peace and affirmation: We are God’s special people.

	Face tomorrow’s troubles assured that your heavenly Father goes with you each step. Don’t worry. Rest well tonight.


1 Peter 2:9-12     But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. [10] Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

    [11] Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. [12] Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

1. What’s one thing that someone did for you or something that happened to you that made you feel special?

2.   How is each of the terms used to describe us  “a chosen people”, “a royal priesthood”, “a holy nation” and  “a people belonging to God”  different in their meanings?

3.  What is Peter telling us  to do when he says “we are to declare the praises of Him who called us”?  What exactly are we to be declaring?

4.  What’s the difference between walking in the darkness and walking in the light?

5.  If God is the Father of the world, how can this verse claim that “once we were not a people, but now we are the people of God”?

6.  If we know God did things for us, even before we got saved, how does this verse claim, “once we had not received mercy, but now we have?” What kind of mercy is Peter talking about?  Doesn’t God grant mercy to unbelievers?

7.  How do we go about being strangers and aliens in this world?  How has the idea of being strangers and aliens been misconstrued in some believers’ minds.

8.  At what point in a Christian’s life should fighting temptation cease to be an issue?

9.  What does it mean to abstain from sinful desires? What desires come to mind when you hear this?  Where do these desires even come from?

10.   What do you think is meant in verse 12, by the phrase and glorify God on the day he visits us?  What day is being spoken of here?

11. What assurance should we get from knowing that God chose us instead of us first choosing God?

Lesson 7   “Serving God In Some  Unfair Situations”  1 Peter 2:13-25

	THE FACE OF SUFFERING

	We may suffer for many reasons. Some suffering comes as the direct result of our own sin; some happens because of our foolishness; and some is the result of living in a fallen world. Peter writes about suffering that comes as a result of doing good. Jesus never sinned, and yet he suffered so that we could be set free. When we follow Christ’s example and live for others, we too may suffer. Our goal should be to face suffering as he did—with patience, calmness, and confidence, knowing that God controls the future.


1 Peter 2:13-25     Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, [14] or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. [15] For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. [16] Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. [17] Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.     [18] Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. [19] For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. [20] But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. [21] To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.   [22] "He committed no sin,   and no deceit was found in his mouth."  [23] When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. [24] He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. [25] For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

1.  When was one time you submitted to an order even though you strongly disagreed with what you were being asked to do?

2.  How should a Christian express opposition to his/her government in light of verse 13?

3.  When does obeying God outweigh obeying the government? Is this  passage  teaching that all governments are in place because God wants them to be in place?

4.  What kind of submission do you think the word of God is talking about when it says submit for the Lord’s sake to every authority?

5.  How does verse 16 put a check on us in our behavior of obedience to the government?

6. Verse 17 says, show proper respect to everyone? What’s the proper respect to be shown to a homeless person asking for money? When are you most likely to not show the proper respect to someone?

7.  How does one honor the president (king)? What limits does this put on us as believers?

8. Why is God saying to endure under unfair treatment for His sake, rather than promising us a way to avoid the unfair treatment altogether?

9.  How does knowing God judges justly remove our need to have to get our own revenge?

10.  In this context, what does Peter mean when he says, by his wounds, you have been healed?  What kind of wounds do we find in this passage?

Lesson 8  Husbands & Wives Doing Their Parts 

	SUBMITTING TO SUBMISSION

	What should a wife do if her husband is an unbeliever or very difficult to live with? Peter says she should accept the authority of her husband. To accept authority means to cooperate voluntarily with someone else out of love and respect for God and for that person. For Christian couples, submission must be mutual. Paul wrote, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21 niv). When only one partner believes, submission can be an effective Christian strategy to win unbelievers. Jesus Christ submitted to God’s will and died so that we could be saved. A Christian wife may sometimes have to submit in unpleasant circumstances so that her husband will see that Christ is her Lord and come to believe. (Christian submission never requires us to disobey God, submit to abuse, or participate in what our Holy Spirit–directed conscience forbids.) One-sided submission requires tremendous strength. Ask for the power of the Holy Spirit to help you obey Christ in your marriage.


1 Peter 3:1-7     Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, [2] when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. [3] Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. [4] Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. [5] For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, [6] like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.     [7] Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

   1. When was a time  you asked someone to do something, and they shocked you by actually doing it without questioning or attitude problem?

2.  What is the biblical goal of a wife submitting to her husband?

3.  How does one demonstrate purity and reverence in her/his life? 

4. Is verse 3 saying a woman/wife should not be concerned with  her outward appearance? Is there something wrong with braided hair, wearing gold or fine clothes?

5.  What does it mean to have a gentle and quiet spirit?  How has our society rejected this image for today’s woman?

6.   What does it mean for a husband to be considerate to his wife in practical terms?

7.   What inside of a man keeps him from wanting to be considerate to his wife?

8.  What kind of respect does a husband owe his wife?

9  Why do you think God links a husband’s prayer response to the way the man treats his wife?

10.  How can we see from this passage, the reality of Paul’s teachings when he said, those who marry will face trials in this life?  Where do the troubles have their roots?

Lesson 9 But What’s My Responsibility When I’m Hurt By Others  1 Peter 3:8-12

	LIFE APPLICATION

LIVING EVIDENCE

	Where is God? How can we know God is real? Who says the Bible is any better than other holy books?

	To answer these questions, God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, as living evidence. God also chose Peter and others to show what a difference true faith makes in the real world. So here the once rash, belligerent, domineering, and arrogant Peter bears witness to a life of harmony, compassion, love, and humility. What a difference God makes.

	You, too, are God’s witness to skeptical people. Let your life be evidence of God’s truth. Let your pride become humility and your insensitivity give way to genuine affection for others.


1. When was the last time you remember overlooking the insult of another person?

2.   What comes to mind when you think of a group of people living in Harmony with each other?

3.   How far do we go in being sympathetic with the brother or sister who has fallen into sin with drug usage? What do we owe this person?

4.  How should we express compassion for a person whose been convicted of sexual crimes if the person comes to our church and wants to be involved?

5.  What makes it so natural for us to be willing to lash out and strike back at others who have hurt us?  What does a Christian do to resist this urge?

6.  How have we been called to endure insults? See Matthew 5:11 Matthew 5:11 

"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.”  What should be the nature of the insults?

7.  What type of insults should we expect to find coming from those inside the church? 

8.  Why is our tongue such a threat to the well being of our lives?

9.  How is the tongue a threat to the body of Christ? What’s your responsibility when you get a bad report about a brother or sister in Christ?

10.  Verse 11 says, “he must turn from”, how does this indicate that our growth as Christians is not an automatic process?  What are some of the evils we still need to turn from on a daily basis?

11.   How should knowing God is watching everything affect our behavior.
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