Life-Sharing Lesson 1  “It’s Not Enough To Just Hear God & Speak For God”

Samuel 2:1-36,  3:1-21 and 8:1-5

1 Samuel 3:1-21 (NIV) 
1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
4 Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, "Here I am." 5 And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went and lay down. 
6 Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." "My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 
9 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 
11 And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family--from beginning to end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them. 
14 Therefore, I swore to the house of Eli, 'The guilt of Eli's house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.'" 15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, "Samuel, my son." Samuel answered, "Here I am." 17 "What was it he said to you?" Eli asked. "Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you." 
18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, "He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes." 19 The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 
1 Samuel 8:1-5 (NIV) 1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel. 
2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 
5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have." 
1. What’s the youngest age you can remember of having an interest in or an awareness of God and what was it like for you?

2.  Why would God choose to speak through a young boy when other adult  prophets were available?

3.  What would be your reaction if a young person told you privately after church, “the Lord wants you to know that He is very displeased with your behavior concerning your children”?

4.   What made Samuel’s first prophecy  from the Lord so difficult for him to give?

5.    Why do you think God did not give the prophecy directly to Eli? He was the high priest at the time.

6.   Samuel had a great start in life, growing in favor with God and the people. What danger may lurk in the shadows in being powerfully used by God and  having the admiration of everyone?

7. Read Verse 8:1-5.   How does Samuel end up failing in the same way that Eli his mentor had failed concerning his children?

8.  How can our personal favoritism of  some family members, be a source of downfall for them and for others?  Is it wrong to have favorites?

9.  Samuel had done such a good job of trying to be obedient to the Lord.  Why do you think his children did not pick up on his lifestyle?

10.   Some have said “the apple does not fall far from the tree.”  What kind of guarantees does the Bible offer to Christian parents who are following the Lord, concerning their children.

11.  What should be our standard for appointing others to places of leadership?

Life-Sharing Lesson 2  “ Life Can Turn Out Differently Than  What We Were Expecting ”

1 Samuel 25:1-25   Abigail

1 Samuel 25:1-43 (NIV) 
1 Now Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned for him; and they buried him at his home in Ramah. Then David moved down into the Desert of Maon. 2 A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very wealthy. He had a thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which he was shearing in Carmel. 3 His name was Nabal and his wife's name was Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband, a Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings. 
4 While David was in the desert, he heard that Nabal was shearing sheep. 5 So he sent ten young men and said to them, "Go up to Nabal at Carmel and greet him in my name. 
6 Say to him: 'Long life to you! Good health to you and your household! And good health to all that is yours! 7 "'Now I hear that it is sheep-shearing time. When your shepherds were with us, we did not mistreat them, and the whole time they were at Carmel nothing of theirs was missing. 
8 Ask your own servants and they will tell you. Therefore be favorable toward my young men, since we come at a festive time. Please give your servants and your son David whatever you can find for them.'" 
9 When David's men arrived, they gave Nabal this message in David's name. Then they waited. 
10 Nabal answered David's servants, "Who is this David? Who is this son of Jesse? Many servants are breaking away from their masters these days. 11 Why should I take my bread and water, and the meat I have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming from who knows where?" 
12 David's men turned around and went back. When they arrived, they reported every word. 
13 David said to his men, "Put on your swords!" So they put on their swords, and David put on his. About four hundred men went up with David, while two hundred stayed with the supplies. 
14 One of the servants told Nabal's wife Abigail: "David sent messengers from the desert to give our master his greetings, but he hurled insults at them. 15 Yet these men were very good to us. They did not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the fields near them nothing was missing. 
16 Night and day they were a wall around us all the time we were herding our sheep near them. 
17 Now think it over and see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him." 
18 Abigail lost no time. She took two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five dressed sheep, five seahs of roasted grain, a hundred cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of pressed figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 Then she told her servants, "Go on ahead; I'll follow you." But she did not tell her husband Nabal. 20 As she came riding her donkey into a mountain ravine, there were David and his men descending toward her, and she met them. 21 David had just said, "It's been useless--all my watching over this fellow's property in the desert so that nothing of his was missing. He has paid me back evil for good. 
22 May God deal with David, be it ever so severely, if by morning I leave alive one male of all who belong to him!" 
23 When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before David with her face to the ground. 24 She fell at his feet and said: "My lord, let the blame be on me alone. Please let your servant speak to you; hear what your servant has to say. 25 May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name--his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, I did not see the men my master sent. 26 "Now since the LORD has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hands, as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, may your enemies and all who intend to harm my master be like Nabal. 
27 And let this gift, which your servant has brought to my master, be given to the men who follow you. 
28 Please forgive your servant's offense, for the LORD will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my master, because he fights the LORD's battles. Let no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live. 
29 Even though someone is pursuing you to take your life, the life of my master will be bound securely in the bundle of the living by the LORD your God. But the lives of your enemies he will hurl away as from the pocket of a sling. 
30 When the LORD has done for my master every good thing he promised concerning him and has appointed him leader over Israel, 31 my master will not have on his conscience the staggering burden of needless bloodshed or of having avenged himself. And when the LORD has brought my master success, remember your servant." 32 David said to Abigail, "Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has sent you today to meet me. 33 May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping me from bloodshed this day and from avenging myself with my own hands. 34 Otherwise, as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has kept me from harming you, if you had not come quickly to meet me, not one male belonging to Nabal would have been left alive by daybreak." 
35 Then David accepted from her hand what she had brought him and said, "Go home in peace. I have heard your words and granted your request." 36 When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the house holding a banquet like that of a king. He was in high spirits and very drunk. So she told him nothing until daybreak. 37 Then in the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told him all these things, and his heart failed him and he became like a stone. 38 About ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal and he died. 
39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, "Praise be to the LORD, who has upheld my cause against Nabal for treating me with contempt. He has kept his servant from doing wrong and has brought Nabal's wrongdoing down on his own head." Then David sent word to Abigail, asking her to become his wife. 40 His servants went to Carmel and said to Abigail, "David has sent us to you to take you to become his wife." 
41 She bowed down with her face to the ground and said, "Here is your maidservant, ready to serve you and wash the feet of my master's servants." 42 Abigail quickly got on a donkey and, attended by her five maids, went with David's messengers and became his wife. 43 David had also married Ahinoam of Jezreel, and they both were his wives. 
1.  When have you thought a situation would turn out for you one way, but it ended up entirely different than what you were imagining?

2.  How did a woman like Abigail get involved with a man like Nabal?

3.  What qualities did Abigail display in this story?

4.  Why do you think Abigail was so patient with  Nabal? What do you think life was like for her married to a rich stingy alcoholic?

5.  Why was David eager to take Abigail as his wife?

6.  Why was Abigail so quick to respond to David’s proposal with a yes?

7.  Do you think she made a wise choice in choosing David? This time she had a choice in the matter.

8.   What did she get in marrying David that she was not anticipating on getting?

9.   What’s the danger of falling in love with a celebrity of any kind?

10.  Do you think she found the life she was hoping to find as David’s wife?

11.  What is Christian suppose to do, when the life he or she thought he or she was going to have in a relationship does not come to pass?

Life-Sharing Lesson 3  “You’re Never To Young & Never To Old To Be Used By God”

Luke 2:22-40  Luke 2:22-40 (NIV) 
22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), 
24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 33 The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
1. What do you say to the person who says, “all I want to do is sit back in church and watch the next generation of leaders take over and do all the work of the ministry?

2.  How can we tell that Anna had suffered a terrible loss in her life?

3.   How did Anna use the difficult blow life had given her to the glory of God?

4.   Do you think an immediate tragedy in your life would push you closer to serving God or cause you to drift further away?

4b.  Is it God’s job to make sure pain and suffering stays away from our lives? Why or why not.

5.  Why is Anna just as eager in her service to God at age 84 as she was at 44?

6. What can we learn in recognizing that Anna was a prophetess just before Jesus  was born?

7.   What would Anna had missed if she had decided to sit back and let the next generation take over the work of the ministry?

8.  Anna was not even from the tribe of priests?  With all the young male priests who were walking in the temple that day, why do you think God chose this 84 year old woman to reveal to her that the Messiah had been born?

9.   What do we learn about prayer and fasting from Anna?

10.  What do you think would be a good motto for Anna’s life?

11. Anna didn’t get to see the miracles of Jesus. Do you think she regretted it or not?

Next Week is Prayer Week.  Come And Follow In The Footsteps Of Anna.
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