Lesson 1 Jesus The True Transformer—You Won’t Look The Same

Acts 9:1-19

1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"     5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. 

    "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."     7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 

    10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" 
       "Yes, Lord," he answered.     11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight." 

    13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."     15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name." 

    17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
1.What comes to mind when you hear the word transformation?

2.  Why is Saul so angry with the Lord’s disciples? What do you think Paul looked like on the way to Damascus?

3.  Have you ever been angry enough to want to seriously hurt someone for what you believed was a righteous cause?  

4.  Why on earth would Jesus come to someone as mean and evil as Saul?

5.   What does Jesus coming to  Saul tell us about Jesus’ ability to transform people’s lives?

6.   What do you think Saul looked like physically after his encounter with Jesus on the way to see Ananais?

7.   When have you ever been so sure of being right about something, only to discover you were wrong. What did you look like and what did you do after you discovered your error?

8.  If you had been Ananais, what would you have done if in a dream you were told to go and pray for the sight of someone to be restored who had killed some of your closest friends?

9.  How was Ananais’ appearance changed by the presence of Jesus.

10.  Why is our own transformation connected to  our willingness to be obedient to God’s word?    Is true transformation possible, without yielding ourselves to the Word of God?

11.  If an old friend saw you, what would they notice different about you in your walk with the Lord?

Lesson 2  Jesus The True Transformer—You Won’t Relate The Same

Acts 2:42-47 (Today's New International Version)

The Fellowship of the Believers

 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

1. The transformation of the early believers, caused them to see themselves differently in their relationships to each other.  Share one relationship that you know changed because of the transforming work of Christ in your life.

2.  There is a strong sense of community developed in this passage.  What are the kind of things do you think  must be done to build  positive healthy relationships in the life of the church?

3.  What  stumbling block did the Christians in this passage have to move beyond to get to the place of transformation in the way they  relating to each other in this passage? 

4.  Identify some of the characteristics of the First Church Of Acts At 242 Street in this passage.  Would you be attracted to this church enough to join it? Why or why not?

5.  What kind of relational boundaries are being broken down in this passage?  Are you open to have your home being used in ministry in this way?  Why or why not?

6.  What is the cost involved if we open ourselves up to being truly transformed by Christ?

7.  What’s one area of your life that you desire more transformation?

Lesson 3 Jesus The True Transformer  “You Won’t Cling The Same”

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (Today's New International Version)

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

1. What was one of the unexpected financial blessings you  have received in your life?

2.  Why do you think Jesus said, “You cannot serve God and money”?  What kind of transformation takes place with God and what kind of transformation takes place with money in a person’s life?

3.  If God suddenly gave you 1 million dollars, what is the most amount God could ask you to give away without you feeling upset? Why? What do you think is the real temptation behind money or wealth?

4.  What is the purpose of God blessing us with wealth according to this passage? What transformation is God after in asking us to give?

5.  In looking at your life, does your closets, toy box, or garage testify  more to your generosity or to your ability to cling to things?

6.  Jesus told us the Pharisees in Luke 10:42, that not only should they tithe, they should also practice the justice and love of God.  Is there a financial point in a Christian’s life when he or she is to be excused from the call to tithe.  If so, what would that financial point look like?

7.  How much does one have to have to be considered wealthy in the kingdom of God? Why is any trust in any amount of wealth a dangerous path to follow?

8.  What’s something you have sitting at home doing nothing, that could be a blessing to someone if you gave it away?  How do the things we possess trap us in this world?

9. What  small pleasure could you give up for three months and turn the money over to those who are truly poor as part of your transformation?
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