LifeSharing Lesson 4  “Letting The Light Shine In Darkness” 

Philippians 2:12–30

 HYPERLINK "http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=346&tocpath=Lesson 4: Light in Darkness\\TitleEnd"   12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 
 14Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16as you hold out[c] the word of life—in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 17But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

 19I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 21For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. 23I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. 24And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon. 

 25But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. 28Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. 29Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, 30because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me.
1.  What would you say to the person who says, my sins do not really matter that much because God will forgive me anyways?

2.  If Jesus has done the work of our salvation on the cross, why are we told in verse 12 to work out our salvation in fear and trembling?

3.  Why is it important for Christians to fear God, if God is love? How is that fear suppose to show itself?

4.   How does God work in our lives, and what is the purpose being mentioned in verse 13.

5.  What are  the main reasons we spend time complaining and arguing?

6.   How does complaining  and arguing keep us from being blameless and pure?

7.  Where does  God  want you to do less complaining and more accepting of God’s circumstances in your life?

8.   Why is it so important for us to be lights for God in a crooked and depraved generation? What’s meant by a crooked and depraved generation?

9.    What does it mean for us to hold out the word of life?  How should we do it is a church and as individuals?

10.   What can we learn about  Christian relationships from the way Paul felt about Timothy?

11.  What can we learn about God  and suffering from Paul’s relationship to Epaphroditus.

LifeSharing Lesson 5  “Putting Our Boast In Jesus Christ Alone”

Philippians 3:1-15

1Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 
 2Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh. 3For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4though I myself have reasons for such confidence.       If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 15All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

1.  What is Paul getting at when he says, we put no confidence in the flesh, but rather glory in Jesus Christ?

2.   What makes us want to boast about who we are or where we come from, or who we know?

3.  What are some of the things we consider gain today that are actually a loss because they rob us of getting to know Jesus Christ?

4.   If someone were to ask you, what’s something you gave up for Christ (that was not some kind of sin) what would you tell them?

5.  What is Paul getting at in verse 10 when  he says he wants to know Christ? Didn’t we get to know Christ when we got saved?

6.   Why do we need to know the fellowship of sharing in Christ’s sufferings?  What kind of sufferings do you think Paul has in mind?

7.   In Verse 12 Paul mentions that he is still being worked on by the Lord. Explain his words, “I press on to take hold of that that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.”

8.  What do you think is the reason Christ has taken hold of you from what you see in your own life? Where are you making a difference?

9.   What are some of the kinds of things we need to forget in our past if we are to go forward in God?

10.   What are some practical ways in which we strain toward what is ahead?

11.   Do you think the average believer needs more knowledge or more obedience to win the prize for which God has called them heavenward?

Life-Sharing Lesson 6 “Hey, I Can Be Satisfied”

Philippians 4:1-13

 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!     2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.  4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

    8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.  10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.

1.  How do we agree to sometimes disagree and do it in the Spirit of Christ?

2.  Why does Paul not take sides in the battle between Euodia and Syntche and what can we learn from his approach?

3.  How do we go about rejoicing in the Lord always?  What is Paul’s current circumstance that gives power to this commandment to rejoice?

4.  How seriously do we take the command to let our gentleness be known to all?  What difference would this make in our homes and in our church if this were the case?

5.  How does prayer work in keeping our anxiety level down?  People often say, just turn it over to Jesus. Is that just a cop out phrase or what is it that should really be happening when we do it?

6.  In Verse 8, the word of God gives us a filter on how to weed out things that  go into our minds and thoughts. How does his list compare to what we allow to seep into our minds through tv’s, music, movies, and talking to others?  Which of these filters do you resist the most?

7.  Are we affected by what we pour into our hearts? Why or why not?

8.  What is meant by the peace of God?

9.   What should it take for us to find contentment in our circumstances? Has called all believers to an upper middle class lifestyle? Why or why not?

10.   If we lost all our material blessings, how would if affect our relationship to God and what might some of our feelings be on the inside?

11.    Looking at the context of the verse 4:13  “I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength”,  what is the verse actually talking about?

