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Life-Sharing Lesson 7  The Parable Of The Ten Virgins—

“Will You Be Ready”     Matthew 25:1-13 (NIV) 

Life-Sharing Lesson 8   Parable Of The Talents—

“Get Busy & Do Your Job” Luke 19:11-27 (NIV)

Life-Sharing  Pioneers  Lesson 9  Parable Of The Sheep & Goats 

“Which Side Will You Be On At The Judgment”

 Matthew 25:31-46 (NIV)

Our purpose is to enter into a right relationship with God and be equipped for the ministry of Jesus Christ to make a difference in the lives of others.


Life-Sharing Lesson 7  The Parable Of The Ten Virgins—

“Will You Be Ready”

                                                  Matthew 25:1-13 (NIV) 
1 "At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 
3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 9 "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!' 12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

1. When was a time you missed an event or arrived too late to see what you had hoped to see?    How did it leave you feeling inside?

2.   What were some things the foolish virgins and the wise virgins both had in common?

3.  What do you think were some possible reasons the foolish virgins did not take any extra oil?  Why do you think the wise virgins took extra oil?

4.  Why do some Christians give a lot of time devoted to serving the Lord, and other Christians put service on the back burner?

5.  What would you do differently the rest of this month if you knew for certain that Jesus would be returning on the first of next month?

6.  Why were the wise virgins unable to help the foolish ones?   What will Christians who are prepared to meet the Lord, be able to do for those who are not?

7.  If someone were to ask you, “what does it mean to be ready to meet the Lord” what exactly would you tell them?

8.  Is it possible to be ready to meet the Lord, and be deliberately continuing to live with sin in your life?  For example is the elder in the church who does a great job in the church, but still has unforgiveness in his heart toward his daughter ready to meet the Lord.

9.  Why does the bridegroom refuse to reopen the door for the five foolish virgins?

10.  Why is it that Jesus does not give us another chance  to be saved after He returns?

11. What is Jesus telling is “keep watch” of in verse 13?  What exactly does this mean for us as individual believers and what does it mean for us as a church?

12.  Would it make God more just and holy, if after death, God gave everyone another chance to be saved? Why or why not?  

Life-Sharing Lesson 8   Parable Of The Talents—

“Get Busy & Do Your Job”
Luke 19:11-27 (NIV) 
11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He said: "A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. 'Put this money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.' 
14 "But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, 'We don't want this man to be our king.' 
15 "He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 
16 "The first one came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned ten more.' 17 "'Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. 'Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.' 18 "The second came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned five more.' 19 "His master answered, 'You take charge of five cities.' 20 "Then another servant came and said, 'Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth.21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.' 
22 "His master replied, 'I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn't you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?' 
24 "Then he said to those standing by, 'Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.' 25 "'Sir,' they said, 'he already has ten!' 
26 "He replied, 'I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. 
27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them--bring them here and kill them in front of me.'" 
1.  When was a time you took something and turned it into more than what you first started with?

2.   In the story, who do you think the man who was to be appointed king represented?

3.  Why do you think the people hated the one to be appointed king?

4.  Why do so many people appear to hate or reject Jesus Christ?

5.  What were some possible reasons the first and second servants having different results with one gaining twice as much as the other?

6.  Why did the master seem pleased with both of the first two servants even though they had  quite different results, one bringing back twice as much as was given?

7.  Why does the third servant appear to have a real attitude problem?  What’s his opinion of the Master?

8. When it comes to giving financially to the church, does your giving indicate the attitude of the first servant, the second servant or the third servant. The first servant servant’s attitude is “giving beyond what others would do”.  The second servant’s attitude is , “giving what I’m expected to do.”  The third servant’s attitude is, “giving whatever I might have left over just to try to get by?”

9.  Why was the master so angry with the third servant?

10. In this parable, what is the connection between works and rewards?

11.  Is there a talent God has given you that you could be using for the Kingdom of God that you are not using?

12.  How does our attitude today affect how we will be living in eternity?

Life-Sharing  Pioneers  Lesson 9  Parable Of The Sheep & Goats 

“Which Side Will You Be On At The Judgment”

 Matthew 25:31-46 (NIV) 
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 
32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 
37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 
40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 
41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 
44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 
45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 
46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
1.  When was the last time you helped somebody who had no way of paying you back, and you were not even thinking of them paying you back?

2.  Why does God seemed to care so much about people who are hungry, poor, naked, and sick?

3.  What is a Christian’s daily responsibility to this group of people?

4.  Why does God have a heart for those who are in prison, after all, aren’t they getting what they deserve?

5.  How much should the needs of others, affect  our level of lifestyle living?  Should we think about how much money we will have left over to help the poor before buying a new car? Why or why not?

6.  When Jesus said “whatever you did to the lease of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me,” is he talking about what you did for other believers or is he talking about humanity in general?

7.  Is Jesus talking about a real heaven and a real hell in this passage?  What makes you come to your conclusion?

8. What did both the ones on the right of Jesus and the ones on the left of Jesus have in common?

9.  What was the real difference between those on the right and those on the left?

10.  What kinds of reasons do you think those on the left had for not helping the people listed in the parable?

11.  How does a person decide how much is enough spent on themselves, so that they can truly make a difference in the life of a dying person?

