Life-Sharing Lesson 3   Marriage—What’s The Purpose Of It All

Genesis 2:24-25 (NIV)  24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

We actually have T_____ places in the bible that speaks of the creation of men and women.  Genesis 1:26-28 (NIV) 
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

We can see from this passage, when God created humanity, God created them male and female. It is the image of male and female that we are C_______________ in God’s image. God created them with the idea of sex being part of his commandment and will for their lives.  

 This idea of sex and marriage was going to imitate God’s  relationship in how he was going to relate to humanity.

We have in Genesis 2:7 Genesis 2:7 (NIV) 
7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.   Then a little later we have Adam in the Garden of Eden and God saying it was not good for the man to be alone and that God would make a helper suitable for him.  We pick up the story again in Genesis 2:20-25 (NIV) 
20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man." 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

         In this second reading we get a clearer picture of the man and the woman being distinct from each other, yet have been created in a way in which they are able to express a oneness unlike any other thing in creation.

.  It was G_________who recognized that Adam would not be able to understand what it was to be one as God was one in the Trinity.  

          When God creates this idea of marriage, God already has in mind that the marriage relationship, would be the primary relationship of us as a people understanding our R_____________________ to God.  He lets them know that three things must happen for this relationship to take hold. Look at verse 24 again Genesis 2:24 (NIV)  24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.   A successful marriage is going to involve 3 specific acts. 

       The first is a  Person has to L____________________ the most important people in his or her life behind in order to put the needs of this person ahead of everything else. ..You should  know  from the start that  you are going to  have to pay a price in order to be with this other person and to meet their needs. 

 You should say,  “I do this because God told me to do this.  I sacrifice, because in the beginning God told me that sacrifice would be involved but that’s the P_____________ I have to pay to have this other person. “

         The second  act is to making a binding pact with this other person to stay together no matter what and to be united with each other against the rest of the W____________.  

  Nobody is more important to you than this person. You are to be united. You have each other’s back. You reach decisions together. You understand what it is to give and to take. 

     The third act is to become one flesh.  The two are to be united in a holy manner in terms of their bodies and their P____________________. What’s mine is yours and what yours is mine.  When you hurt I hurt. When you feel good I feel good.  When you win, I win and win you lose I lose. I cannot separate myself from your condition. We are more than just on the same team, we are together the team. If you lose a job, we lost a job. If you get a job, we got a job.

        We learn from the New Testament, that in exchange for your lifelong commitment, you receive ownership and C____________________ of my body and I likewise receive ownership and control over your body

The sexual aspect of the marriage is an act of W______________ and obedience to God, because God has commanded us to participate in it. 

         The sexual experience is a H______________ experience in the eyes of God.

. God does not close his eyes when a married couple is having sex. It is an act of obedience  and it is good and holy because it is being used as God intended.

          The most intimate act a priest could participate in  the T______________ was to enter into the holy of holies. 

          The most intimate act involved in marriage is the sexual aspect in which a husband enters into the most private part of  his wife.  No one else has permission to enter into this most H___________ of places. It is the sign that I am totally devoted to you, and I welcome you as I welcome the presence of God in our relationship.  

         The husband is bringing the P__________________ of God into his wife’s body as a sign of his complete devotion and dedication to his wife.  They are bringing God into this aspect of the relationship that brings them both to a point of pleasure and ecstasy.  

         The marriage relationship was created to be holy because God wanted to use the imagery of it to show how much God loved his chosen people. 

Wives are called to submit to their husbands as doing it for Christ. Husbands are called to love their wives through self denial and self sacrifice as Christ loved the church. The purpose in marriage is for us to become more and more like G_______________ through righteous acts in the way we live.

        Marriage and holiness are to walk hand in hand with each other for marriage to be what God intended for it to be.

           But the only way that sex could be worship was for it to be in the context that God designed it for, which was the context of M_________________.  Any other kind of sex is unholy and unclean before God, because it  allows a person to be violated by another even if they consent to it. 

 Love is not what makes sex clean and holy.  S________  becomes clean and holy when a person has fulfilled the three steps which result in marriage. 

          It is the marriage which provides the right and privilege of participating in sex which is meaningful to God. It is not how much you love someone that that gives you the right to enter in or to invite someone to enter it.   It is not the engagement R__________, that gives you the right to enter in or to invite someone to enter it.  It is the marriage ceremony and commitment itself that gives you the right  the right to enter in or to invite your spouse to enter in.  

          Two people of the same sex cannot be married in the eyes of God because the relationship itself is contrary to God’s nature of H_________________.  People turned to same sex attractions when they rejected the call of God on their lives and God allowed their sin to run wild in their minds. The relationship of two men together or two women together is considered unnatural.  The sex that they have with each other, is never considered as being clean and holy.  This does not mean they are not wonderful people.  It does not mean they are not committed to each other. It does not mean they are the worst of sinners.  It does mean, that relationship cannot symbolize the relationship that  C______________ has with the church or the relationship that God had with his people. Since God is holy, and God defines what holiness is, that which God deems unholy cannot be used to describe the essence and nature of God.

          For our denomination to seek for ways to bless same sex unions is a denial of what G____________ has said about marriage and what it represents.

              The desire  between homosexuals can be a very strong one.  But it is no stronger than the desire between singles who want to have sex. You may say but some singles can at least get married. But there are other singles who desire a marriage partner who may never get married. All of us are called to bring our sexual desires under the biblical authority of Jesus Christ.  Marriage does not E____________ our sexual attraction to other members of the opposite sex.  We were born with those desires, and we must control them until we die, lest we destroy our marriages and our lives.

         God has called us to lift up a standard. That standard continues to be that sex is God’s gift to us to be used in the context of marriage.  Any other use of it is a violation of God’s word and a violation of the people involved. It is removed from being an act of W___________, to being an act of defiance. The New Testament says it is one of the only sin that is committed against the body. That means it goes deeper inside of us than most sins, and has a much longer lasting affect on our relationship to the Lord. 

Marriage is not a piece of paper to guarantee you a happy L________ from here on.  Marriage is an opportunity to make a lifelong commitment to work together with another person to seek each other’s best interest in the relationship.

               Marriage is more than just a piece of paper from a L____________ point of view. Try dying and getting an inheritance from a live in boyfriend or girlfriend if there was no will. 

Marriage is more than just a piece of paper from an emotional point of view

Marriage is more than a piece of paper from a spiritual point of view. God blesses and looks favorable on the sexual activity of a married couple.

 he only safe sex, is sex inside a marriage in which two people are devoted to each other and committed to being T________________ come what may.  God created sex to build a greater unity in a couple and to use it to expand the human race.  God made sex feel good so that the partners would continue to use it. God created sex to be a positive aspect of people’s lives.   Once sex is taken outside of marriage, it becomes a means of exploitation of other people. I use your body, and you use mine. There is no commitment made, no acceptance of consequences, and no guarantees of being disease free. 

Marriage is considered to be holy in the presence of God. The sex within the marriage is holy in the presence of God. Marriage was created for the purpose of showing us the intimacy represented between God and his people. Marriage was God’s plan.    God created humanity male and female for the express purpose of marriage being able to take place, and for us to demonstrate the image of G____________. 
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