Lesson 1 Biblical Authority— Who Is Going To Be In Charge

Joshua 1:6-8 (NIV) 
6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
1. Have you ever believed something was true and then discovered it wasn’t and you had to pay a penalty for your wrong belief?  What was it that happened?

2.  Who or what has authority over a Christian’s choice of lifestyle and behavior?

3.  Read  2 Timothy 3:1-5.  2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NIV) 1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 
 What do you think is the reason all of this is taking place in these verses? What standards for behavior are being used.

4. What’s the difference between opinion and truth between Christians? Where can we have a difference of opinions but not a difference of truths.

5.  Why are more Christians seemingly influenced by the knowledge of the world’s truths than they are biblical truths?

6.  What do the following verses mean to you? 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.   What is the purpose of the Bible in the Christian’s life?

7.  If a people go against the teachings of Scripture and  are convinced that what they’re doing is absolutely right, and has God’s approval on it, if they turn out to be wrong, how will God handle the situation?  For instance the Bible says that swindlers will not inherit the kingdom of God.  If a person knowingly cheats people out of their money, but tithes on the money, does that put the person in a better relationship to God?

8.  Every time the bible mentions homosexual behavior, it is spoken against.  Our denomination is seeking ways to bless homosexual unions and lesbian unions.  What should be our biblical response to this kind of an action?

Lifesharing Lesson 2       Who Is Jesus?   The Son Of God,  Or Just Another Way

John 14:6 (NIV) 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
1.  Have you ever thought you were doing something the right way or was going in the right direction but you were not?  What was the result of your experience?

2.   Would it really matter if there were 5 ways to heaven rather than one?

3.  What follows for everyone in the world if Jesus was speaking the truth when he said “I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except by Me?”

4.   Why is this verse John 14:6 so offensive to people and why does it seem so harsh and so cold?  Why also are people offended by  Acts 4:12 (NIV) 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 
5. The only way people could be saved on the Titanic was if they got off the ship? Would it have been loving to preach, there are many ways to be saved on the Titanic and getting off the ship was only one of several options?

6.   What do you think Jesus was getting at in the following verses? Luke 9:26 (NIV) 
26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 

7.  Our denomination is seeking to build theological bridges with Muslims and Jews, neither of which recognize Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus says in John 5:22-23 (NIV) 
22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 
23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.  What is the problem with saying Muslims and Jews simply understand God in different ways?

8. How far can a church compromise on the divinity of Jesus Christ  with other religions and still be considered faithful to Christ?

9. What is the difference between having unity in Christ and being united in a denomination?

Life-Sharing Lesson 3   Marriage—What’s The Purpose Of It All

Genesis 2:24-25 (NIV)  24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

1.  If someone were to ask you, “where did marriage come from, what would you tell them?”

2.   Why did God come up with this institution called marriage?

3.  Why has marriage fallen on such hard times?  Many people say marriage is just a piece of paper? Is that true.

4. What happens when two people get married according to Genesis 2:25?

5.  How is marriage different from two people choosing to live together?

6. Look at Ephesians 5:25-32Ephesians 5:25-32 (NIV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 
28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32 This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church.   How is marriage suppose to be a spiritual example of Christ’s relationship to the church.

7.  There is a strong teaching in the bible of sex taking place within marriage?  Why does God want us to keep sex within the marriage boundaries? 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NIV) 
9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
8.  The church is often referred to as the bride of Christ.  How does the concept of same sex marriages violate the spiritual nature of marriage?

9.  How does our denomination’s pursuit of blessing same sex couples, violate the image of marriage.
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