LifeSharing & Pioneers Lesson 1 “John 3:16-19, Romans 3:10-18
Do I Really Need God? 
1.  What is the difference between a child who regularly comes over to your house and a child that has been adopted into your family?

2. Before we come to Christ, according to the bible what is our biblical standing before God, and what does the following verse mean to you about  you  1 Peter 2:10 (New International Version)10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

3. We hear a lot of talk about  everyone on the planet is a child of God.  From a biblical perspective, what does that mean and what does it not mean?

John 3:16-19 (Today's New International Version)

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 

4.  What does this passage  above tell us about  loving God’s nature.

5. What does the passage tell us about the ultimate destiny of humanity and why it will be as it is?

6.  The word of God says this about us in Romans 3:10-12. This passage is specifically speaking about all of us?  Why does this passage offer no hope of us being able to be seen as being good people in God’s eyes.  
Romans 3:10-18 (Today's New International Version)

10 As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away,     they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good,  not even one." [a] 13 "Their throats are open graves;  their tongues practice deceit." [b] "The poison of vipers is on their lips." [c] 14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." [d]   15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood;   16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not know." [e]   18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes." [f] 

7 . Are you willing to plead guilty as charged under the above passage of Romans 3:10-18. Why or Why not?

8.  Why is it important to understand the impact of  our own sin and our own rebellion against God  in our lives before making the decision to give our lives to Christ?

9.   The Christian is in battle at all times between the sinful nature and the spirit of Christ within him or her. The sinful nature  is what causes us to do the following things:
Galatians 5:19-21 (Today's New International Version)19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

How much of the sinful nature automatically disappears when we give our lives to Christ?
10.  How is the sinful nature impacting your relationship to those closest to you?

11.   How do we stop the actions of the sinful nature from ruining our lives?

Life-Sharing & Pioneers Lesson 2 John 15-16, John 3:1-6, Ephesians 2:8-10
How Do I Get Into the Family Of God
1.   Does a person’s journey with God start with 1) a person crying out to God for help or 2) God drawing a person to Himself by opening the person’s heart?

2.  What comfort or assurance do you find in the following verse:

John 15:16 (Today's New International Version)16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.

3. Many people try to get the benefits of Jesus’ teachings, without going through the process of being a follower of Christ.  Why does simply following a list of rules not work to give us the lives we desire?
John 3:1-6 (Today's New International Version)

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus

 1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him."     3 Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born again. [a]"  4 "How can anyone be born when they are old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother's womb to be born!"     5 Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit [b] gives birth to spirit. 

4.  What does Jesus mean in verse 3 when he says” no one can see the kingdom of God without being born again”?  What was wrong with our first birth?
5.  What do you think is meant by the phrase “born again.”   How is the second birth different from the first birth?

6.  What is the role of the water and the Spirit?

7.  Is there a difference between being “born again” and” being saved”?

8.  What is it that we are being saved from or saved to?

9.  If someone were to ask you, how can I be saved, what would you tell them if they only had a few minutes left to live?

Ephesians 2:8-10 (Today's New International Version)8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

10.  What is God’s purpose in reaching out to us according to Ephesians 2:8-10?

11.  When did you make a conscious choice to choose to follow Christ so that you know you are saved?

12.  Do we need to make more than one decision to give ourselves over to Christ?  Explain your answer?
Lesson 3   Life-Sharing & Pioneers  John 14:23-24,  Matthew 7:21-23,
Philippians 3:12-14

                                  Will I Be Recognized By God
1.  How do you know that someone loves you?

2. Jesus  makes the following statement in John 14:23-24

John 14:23-24 (Today's New International Version)23 Jesus replied, "Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

Do you think it’s fair of Jesus to base our love for God on how well we obey his teachings?  Why or why not?
3.  Conflict is an inevitable part of life as we relate to each other. It may be between family members, between friends, between workers, or between strangers?   What is at the root of our refusal as Christians to keep the commandments of Christ  in our relationships in times of conflict with each other?

4.   Is God more interested in building good works through us or good character in us?  What does each of them look like?  Which is the more difficult of the two and why?
5.  Many people develop a good works mentality as to why they are going to go to heaven.  They have a list of things to take to God of what they have done and believe God is going to be impressed.  Read the following passage and explain, why the people being described felt comfortable addressing Jesus as their Lord.
Matthew 7:21-23 (Today's New International Version)

 21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only those who do the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

6.  What do you think Jesus means by the term “do the will of my Father” as it relates to our dealings with other people? What does it mean to call Jesus Lord?
7.  What does Jesus mean by the term “evildoer.” Can we as Christians be considered as evildoers?

8. Think of one of the last sins you recently committed.  How was your behavior different from the person who was not a believer who committed the same act?
9. Who has the higher expectation of us living a near perfect life after becoming a Christian, God or those around us?  Why do you think so?

Philippians 3:12-14 (Today's New International Version)

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

10.  Having read Philippians 3:12-14, what is the difference between trying to become a perfect Christian and trying to become a mature Christian?
11.  Where does the group need to pray for you to mature further in Christ?
Lesson  4 LifeSharing & Pioneers   Colossians 3:1-10
                                        Do  I Really Need To Change?
Wouldn’t it be great, if the day you signed up at a fitness center, you’d automatically lose 25lbs and look great immediately.  Many Christians think this is what happens the moment they gave their lives to Christ.  Instantly all of their old behaviors and desires immediately disappeared never to be heard of or from again. This is not what happens. Becoming a Christian equips you with the possibility of growing into a completely new person. Your salvation is instantly granted, but your growth is not.

1.  What would you tell a new believer who says, “I’ve been a Christian a month, and I still am giving in to temptation to sin. What is wrong with me?”

Colossians 3:1-4
 1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your [a] life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
2. What does it mean to be raised with Christ, and why is it necessary for growth in the Lord?
3.   How would you define the word “heart: in this passage and what does it mean to “set your heart on things above?” What are some of the things we would see above?

4.  Why do we set our minds on earthly thing?

5. What are some good earthly things we can set our minds on that will distract us from our call to follow Christ?

6.  How do we allow for Christ to be our life in this world when we are in the midst of pain, suffering, or unemployment.
Colossians 3:5-10 (Today's New International Version)
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. [a] 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

7.   How do we go about putting to death the things that belong to our earthly nature?
8.   We often connect lust with sex, but this passage uses lust slightly differently. What are some of the things we lust for that we deem acceptable?
9.  Why would greed be considered as worshipping an idol?

10.  How are we to go about ridding ourselves of the list of sins in verses 8 and 9?

11.  Several of the sins listed have to do with words coming out of our mouths. Why do you think God is so concerned with the words we are using? What is at stake here.

12.  How often do you think about the presence of God truly being with you each moment of the day?  How does it affect your interaction with others?

13.  How do we put on the new self and what exactly is it going to look like on us?
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