Life-Sharing and Pioneers  Lesson 1   “The Holy Spirit”  2:1-13

1. What do you think it means to be a person filled with the Holy Spirit?

2.  How long would a person have to be around you before they asked if you were filled with the Spirit of  “what is it that is different about you”?

Acts 2:1-13 The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues [a] as the Spirit enabled them.     5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [b] 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" 

    13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine." 

3.  Why were the disciples all gathered together on the day of Pentecost? Who made up the group that was present?

4.  How do you think you would feel if a strong wind  came into a room you were praying in with a group and you looked up and saw a huge tongue of fire?

5.   What do we know about the tongues the people on Pentecost were speaking in?

6.  What was the purpose of the tongues on the day of Pentecost?

7.  How are the tongues on the day of Pentecost, different from the tongues you may hear in a church service today?
8. Since all the believers on the day of Pentecost spoke in tongues, does that mean that all believers should speak in tongues if they are filled with the Holy Spirit?

9.  What is the proof of the  filling of the Holy Spirit  in a believer’s life?

10.  What is the proof of the presence of the Holy Spirit in a worship service?

11.  What do you think people mean, when they say “we should just let the Holy Spirit have His way in the service?”    What’s the difference between the Spirit having has way and some people doing things out of their own desire, be it a dance, a sermon, a shout, a prayer, or a song?

12. How is the Holy Spirit trying to transform your life at the present time?
13.  On the day of Pentecost, the disciples received power to be bolder in their faith. What area of your life do you need more power in today?
LifeSharing & Pioneers  Lesson 2   Transformed Lives  Acts 2:14-28
1.  If someone asked you, what will happen to me if the Holy Spirit comes upon me, what would you tell them?

2.  Last week we looked at the disciples when they began speaking in tongues. Why do you think people thought they were drunk?

Acts 2:14-18 (Today's New International Version)Peter Addresses the Crowd

 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

    17 " 'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 

3.   Who is included in the outpouring, and what was God’s purpose in pouring out His Spirit?

4. We get excited over the initial move of the Spirit be it a vision, a prophecy, a dream or a healing, but the goal of the Spirit is transformation of a life.  How do you know when you’re no longer just following rules, but now you’re being transformed?

5.  Think of the person who gives you the biggest headache or grief in life. What does a transformation of you look like in that relationship when you have to deal with that person?

6.  How does simply following rules, keep us at a distance from God?

7.  How does being transformed allow us to develop a closer relationship to God?

8.  Why and how do we fight the transformation process that God wants to do in our lives?

Acts 2:32-39

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  " 'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies  a footstool for your feet." ' [a]  36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah."  37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"     38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

9.  Notice, the Holy Spirit comes to us out of our relationship to Jesus. What’s the difference between being a Christian and being a “spiritual” person?
10. What happened to the non-believers as a result of what the Holy Spirit was doing in the lives of the believers?

11.   How does our refusal to yield to the work of the Holy Spirit keep others from wanting to get saved?

12.  What did Peter say you had to do in order to receive the Holy Spirit? What have we added to the process?

READ  Acts 2:40-41 (Today's New International Version)   40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

13.  Do you think these 3000 were Christians at the end of the day? Do you think they all received the Holy Spirit?  Do you think they all spoke in tongues that day? Why or Why not.

14.   How can well tell the new believers were  moving from simply believing to being transformed?  See verses 42-47
15.  How are you bringing transformation into your home?

LifeSharing & Pioneers Lesson 3  “The Holy Spirit Gets You In Trouble” Acts 4:1-4
1.  Has the Holy Spirit ever troubled you to go back and make something right that you could have gotten away with it?  What did you do about it?
Peter and John had earlier been used by God to heal a crippled beggar. Word of the healing spread all over town and the disciples had become a type of celebrity. People were eager to hear what they had to say, but not everyone was happy about it.

Acts 4:1-4  1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.
2.  What would you be thinking if you were teaching or preaching about Jesus, only to have the local authorities throw you in jail for the night for your actions.  That night as you sat in the cold cell,  would you more likely  be grateful to God, angry with God,  or disappointed in God?  Why?
3. What does it do to your faith, when you do the right thing, and it ends up getting you into trouble?  Can you think of a Scripture passage that lets us know, that this is going to be the plight of every Christian at some point in time?
Acts 4:5-12 (Today's New International Version)

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest's family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you do this?" 

    8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is  " 'the stone you builders rejected,  which has become the cornerstone.' [a]     12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved."
4.  Do you think it crossed the minds of Peter and John to start “The Peter & John Healing Ministries Inc.” after this miracle?   Why or why not?

5.  How do you think you would handle the situation if God had you pray for a person in a wheel chair, and the person immediately stood up and started walking?  What affect would it have on your willingness to suffer things for God?  Would your role in the healing process increase, stay the same, or decrease each time you told how the miracle happened?
6. In our lesson on tongues, we saw that being filled with the Spirit does not necessarily mean speaking in tongues. What is the purpose of Peter being filled with Holy Spirit in verse 8?
7.  Peter puts the focus on Jesus Christ for the healing that occurred in the man’s life. Why is this so important for us to do anytime the Lord uses us in any capacity?

8.  Why had the religious leaders rejected Christ in their desire to know God? Why do we sometimes reject the work of Christ in our desire to know God?
Read Acts 4:12 ]     12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved."

9. Peter is speaking about Jesus Christ in Acts 4:12.  Do you believe this statement is true, or do you think other religions which reject Jesus can still lead people into heaven? Why do you hold your position?

10.  What is it that keeps all people out of heaven, that Jesus provides to make entrance into heaven possible?

11.  How do we know that Peter was not just giving his own opinion when he said that Jesus is the only name by which we must be saved?

Acts 4:13-17 (Today's New International Version)

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 "What are we going to do with these men?" they asked. "Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name." 

12.   What did the infilling of the Holy Spirit  do to Peter and John in the eyes of the religious leaders?

13.  Why is it so important for us to have the fruits of the Spirit operating in our lives when it comes to witnessing for Jesus?

14.   If the religious leaders could see the miracle standing before them, and they still did not believe, what does that tell us about people and miracles?
15.  Having spent a night in jail already, what would their warning to you to stop speaking  in the name of Jesus do to your zeal in preaching the gospel?
16. Fill in the blank with your name for what you desire to see happen.

Then______________ filled with the Holy Spirit_______________________!

Life-Sharing & Pioneers   Lesson 4 “The Holy Spirit & Possessions”  Acts 4:31-5:10

1.  When was a time you set a special amount or goal of money that you wanted to give to God simply out of love for God?

2.  Why do having possessions at times tend to work against us as Christians? What should be the Christian’s concept of ownership of possessions be?
Acts 4:31-35 (Today's New International Version) 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 

3.   Why do you think the believers are of one heart and mind in this passage? 

4. What do you think their primary goal is in this idea of sharing everything they had?
5. Imagine next Sunday service in which a person stands up and prophesies, “God wants us all to yield all of our possessions to Him next week after church.”  What thoughts go through your mind?

6.  What is frightening about being filled with Holy Spirit when it comes to possessions?

7.  Do you think there was a connection between the spiritual power in the church and the willingness of the members to be generous givers?  Why Or Why Not?
8.  What is the real reason most believers never mature to the point of becoming tithers of giving God 10% of their income?  How does it kill the work of the Holy Spirit?

Ananias and Sapphira  Acts 5
 1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.     3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God."    5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.     7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?"        "Yes," she said, "that is the price."     9 Peter said to her, "How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of those who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."     10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 

9.  Why do you think God has put this true story in the Bible?

10.  What are some principles we can learn about the Holy Spirit from this passage?

11.  Why are money and possessions such a temptation to lead to cold hearts?  
12. What is God going to say to you about how you gave financially to the work of ministry? Are you continually being transformed in your giving patterns or do you hold on to much more than you surrender away?
