Life-Sharing & Pioneers  Lesson 1 “Is It Really True”
Luke 19:28-44

1. When  was there a time in your life when you received some news that  just seemed to good to be true?

2.  Palm Sunday is the day that Jesus appears to be at the height of his popularity with the people in the city.  Yet in less than a week, Jesus will be crucified.  What can we learn from this concerning our own lives?

Luke 19:28-36
 28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 "Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' say, 'The Lord needs it.' "     32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?"   34 They replied, "The Lord needs it."    35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
3. How did Jesus know exactly where the colt would be?

4.  How do you think God worked it out so that someone would have a colt and never 

allow anyone to ride on it?    What must have been going on in the colt owner’s mind.

5.  How would you have felt if Jesus had sent you to pick up the colt from a place you did not know with no other credentials than being able to say, “The Lord needs it”.   That seems just too good to be true. Imagine going to pick up a new lexus that had the keys in it, with your only defense to the owner on the lot of not being a thief, is saying “The Lord needs it.”

6. If you read Matthew’s account  of Palm Sunday in Matthew 21, you will see there was a donkey and a colt, but Luke only mentions a colt.  Does this mean one of them is not correct?  How do you handle the charge that the bible has errors?
Luke 19:37-44 (Today's New International Version)37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:     38 "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" [a]    "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"     39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!"     40 "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out."     41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come on you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you." 

7.  Why are the people giving Jesus such high praises?   Why is there sometimes a disconnect  between giving praises to God and living in obedience to God?
8.  What do you think the people were expecting to happen on Palm Sunday?

9.  Why were the Pharisees so upset with the disciples?

10.  What does Jesus mean when he says “the stones will cry out” if the people kept silent?

11.  Why was Palm Sunday to good to be true from Jesus’ perspective?
LifeSharing Lesson 2 “Is It Really True”  The Resurrection  Luke  24:30-53
1. If you had betrayed a close friend by not standing with him/her in a time of crisis at a trial  by providing helpful testimony, would you be eager to see that friend again a few days later if the friend had been found not guilty? Why or Why Not

2. All of the disciples had deserted Jesus. What do you think are some of  the first thing going through their minds when they hear, “Jesus is alive and he’s coming to see you.”
Jesus had joined two of his disciples on the road to Emmaus and were walking and talking with him after the resurrection. They didn’t know it was Jesus. He had tried explaining to them that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer.  He was going to leave them, but they urged him to stay with them since the day was almost over.  He went into the house with them. The bible verses pick up at this point.

Luke 24 :30-35 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 

    33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

3.  What type of eye opening do you think was necessary in verse 31 in order for them to recognize Jesus?
3a.  Where might these two disciples have seen Jesus break bread and give thanks since they were not at the last supper? See Luke 9:16.  

4.   What would have been your response to a sudden disappearance of Jesus?

5.  What can we learn from Jesus’ choices of whom he appeared to after the resurrection.

Luke 24:36-49  36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."     37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." 

    40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.     44 He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."      45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 

 6.  What would you have done if in the middle of a debate of whether a person was dead or not, if the person suddenly appeared in the room in a locked room? 

7.  What made it so hard for the disciples to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead even after showing them  his hands and feet?

8.  How does the reluctance of the disciples to believe in the resurrection, strengthen the case that Jesus really did rise from the dead?

9.   What keeps us from understanding the Scriptures today?

Luke 24:50-53

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
10.   Why do you think the disciples end this passage of Scripture in great joy?

11.  When Jesus  was alive ,and he tried to tell the disciples about his death and resurrection.  Why do you think they were not able to receive that message from him?

12. What makes it difficult for us to receive bad news from the Lord?

