Life-Sharing Lesson 1  Striving For Excellence-Excelling in Giving, “How Our Giving Affects Us”  2 Kings 4:8-17
1.When did you give away something that you felt  really made a difference for the person that you gave it to?  How did you feel about it after you gave?
2.  Quite often on the tv, you are invited to sow a seed into someone’s ministry with the guarantee that God will double your gift if you send it to them?  How do you feel when you hear this?

Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV) 9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;  10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

3.   The verse above is a command. Why do you think God requires of us that we give?

4. What happens to us when we refuse to become givers?

2 Kings 4:8-17 (NIV) 
8 One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged him to stay for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat. 9 She said to her husband, "I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God. 10 Let's make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us." 
11 One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room and lay down there. 12 He said to his servant Gehazi, "Call the Shunammite." So he called her, and she stood before him. 13 Elisha said to him, "Tell her, 'You have gone to all this trouble for us. Now what can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or the commander of the army?'" She replied, "I have a home among my own people." 
14 "What can be done for her?" Elisha asked. Gehazi said, "Well, she has no son and her husband is old." 
15 Then Elisha said, "Call her." So he called her, and she stood in the doorway. 
16 "About this time next year," Elisha said, "you will hold a son in your arms." "No, my lord," she objected. "Don't mislead your servant, O man of God!" 17 But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her. 

5. What qualities do you see in this woman from Shunem?

6. What is her motivation for using her resources to build a room she was not going to use?

7.  Why would we expect people to make a sacrifice for parts of the Excelling in Giving Campaign that they might not use?  For example the person without a car helping with the parking lot, the person who has no kids helping with the Nursery & Youth Worship Rooms, or  the person who never uses the doors on that side helping with the doors.  

8.  Why is Elisha determined to do something for this woman from Shunem?

9.  How is this woman  surprised by God because of her generosity?

10.  What is something you would like from God, that money cannot make happen, but God can open the way to make it a reality?

Luke 21:1-4 (NIV) 
1 As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." 

11. Why did Jesus commend the widow who gave so little?
12. Was the  amount the woman from Shunem’s  gave a gift or a sacrifice? Why do you think so?   What do we learn from God about from  how God responded to the Shunemmite woman?

13. What does the phrase “not equal giving, but equal sacrifice” mean to you.

Lesson 2  LifeSharing & Pioneers  The Power Of Faith- This Mountain Can Be Moved  Numbers 13:26-14:9

1. What’s the earliest problem you can remember running into that you could not overcome?

2.  What do you think are the purposes of mountains standing in our way in our spiritual lives?
Numbers 13:26-33 (NIV) 
26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 
27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 
28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 
29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." 
32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 
33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 

Numbers 14:1-4 (NIV) 
1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 
2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 
3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 
4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 

3.  What is the real mountain that the people of God are facing in this passage?
4. A couple of months ago, these same people saw the Red Sea parted by God. Why do you think they are ready to turn around and go back to Egypt?

5.  What causes our faith to go weak in the face of mountains that come up in our lives and in our church?

6.  One of the mountains working against our  Striving For Excellence-Excelling in Giving Campaign from a human perspective is the state of the economy. How  much do you think our faith in God is to be shaped by the economic conditions around us?

Numbers 14:26-38 (NIV) 26 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 
27 "How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. 28 So tell them, 'As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to you the very things I heard you say: 29 In this desert your bodies will fall--every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me. 
30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 
31 As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 
32 But you--your bodies will fall in this desert. 
33 Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the desert. 
34 For forty years--one year for each of the forty days you explored the land--you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.' 
35 I, the LORD, have spoken, and I will surely do these things to this whole wicked community, which has banded together against me. They will meet their end in this desert; here they will die." 
36 So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who returned and made the whole community grumble against him by spreading a bad report about it-- 
37 these men responsible for spreading the bad report about the land were struck down and died of a plague before the LORD. 
38 Of the men who went to explore the land, only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh survived. 

7.  What was the cost the people of Israel paid for choosing to not exercise their faith?

8.  What is the possible price we could pay as a church if we refuse to exercise our faith with this campaign?

9. People may think,” if we don’t do this now, we can always do it tomorrow”, do you think this is always true when it comes to moving mountains from our lives?

Numbers 14:39-45 (NIV) 
39 When Moses reported this to all the Israelites, they mourned bitterly. 
40 Early the next morning they went up toward the high hill country. "We have sinned," they said. "We will go up to the place the LORD promised." 
41 But Moses said, "Why are you disobeying the LORD's command? This will not succeed! 
42 Do not go up, because the LORD is not with you. You will be defeated by your enemies, 43 for the Amalekites and Canaanites will face you there. Because you have turned away from the LORD, he will not be with you and you will fall by the sword." 
44 Nevertheless, in their presumption they went up toward the high hill country, though neither Moses nor the ark of the LORD's covenant moved from the camp. 
45 Then the Amalekites and Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and attacked them and beat them down all the way to Hormah. 

10.  The Israelites chose to exercise their faith in God and move the mountain, after God had said for them not to go. What is wrong with this way of thinking?
11. What’s the right way to handle moving your mountain out of your life?

12.  It took 40 years to move the mountain of entering into the promised land.  How long must we wait for some mountains to be removed from our lives?
Lesson 3 Life-Sharing and Pioneers The Power Of Faith- Faith vs The Darkside
1 Samuel 28:3-20

1.  The movie Star Wars, made famous the words “the Force” and “The Darkside.” The Force represented Good and the Darkside represented Evil. Do you think there is a power of evil that people are able to tap into to get results in life? For example with people claiming to be able contact others from the dead.

Leviticus 19:31 (NIV) 
31 "'Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the LORD your God. 
Leviticus 20:6 (NIV) 
6 "'I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from his people. 
Leviticus 20:27 (NIV) 
27 "'A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to death. You are to stone them; their blood will be on their own heads.'"

Deuteronomy 18:10-11 (NIV) 
10 Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. 

2.  The Bible makes it clear that there is a power that can be generated from the Darkside of spirituality.  God has a strong prohibition against it.  Why do you think God forbids our participation in the activities listed in the Scriptures above.
3. King Saul, when he was striving to do right, ordered all the mediums and spiritists out of the land or else face death.  Yet when he could not get a word from the Lord, he decided to go and seek his future from one of the mediums  that was left in the land. Look at the following passage. In 1 Samuel 3:3-20
1 Samuel 28:3-20 (NIV) 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in his own town of Ramah. Saul had expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land. 
4 The Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at Shunem, while Saul gathered all the Israelites and set up camp at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart. 
6 He inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets. 
7 Saul then said to his attendants, "Find me a woman who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of her." "There is one in Endor," they said. 
8 So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at night he and two men went to the woman. "Consult a spirit for me," he said, "and bring up for me the one I name." 9 But the woman said to him, "Surely you know what Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums and spiritists from the land. Why have you set a trap for my life to bring about my death?" 
10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, "As surely as the LORD lives, you will not be punished for this." 
11 Then the woman asked, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" "Bring up Samuel," he said. 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of her voice and said to Saul, "Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!" 
13 The king said to her, "Don't be afraid. What do you see?" The woman said, "I see a spirit coming up out of the ground." 
14 "What does he look like?" he asked. "An old man wearing a robe is coming up," she said. Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 
15 Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" "I am in great distress," Saul said. "The Philistines are fighting against me, and God has turned away from me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. So I have called on you to tell me what to do." 
16 Samuel said, "Why do you consult me, now that the LORD has turned away from you and become your enemy? 
17 The LORD has done what he predicted through me. The LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of your neighbors--to David. 
18 Because you did not obey the LORD or carry out his fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the LORD has done this to you today. 
19 The LORD will hand over both Israel and you to the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The LORD will also hand over the army of Israel to the Philistines." 
20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear because of Samuel's words. His strength was gone, for he had eaten nothing all that day and night. 

What are some of the serious mistakes that Saul Makes in this passage?

4.  Do you think people have some of the same  dark powers today to contact the dead or to enlist Satan’s power to know the future?
5.  Saul thought seeing Samuel would be a good thing. Do you think Saul was worse off or better off with the message he received from Saul and why?

6.  Many people not only look to mediums and witches, they also look to their horoscopes as a guide for their future or their lives. What could be a problem with astrology for the believer?

Isaiah 47:13-14 (NIV) 
13 All the counsel you have received has only worn you out! Let your astrologers come forward, those stargazers who make predictions month by month, let them save you from what is coming upon you. 
14 Surely they are like stubble; the fire will burn them up. They cannot even save themselves from the power of the flame. Here are no coals to warm anyone; here is no fire to sit by. 

7. Astrology has been around for a long time, and God’s people have often drifted into it.  Why would it’s powers be considered from the Dark Side of spirituality?

8.  Why do you think mediums, spiritists, palm readers, and horoscope advisors are all a temptation for God’s people?

9.  How should a Christian handle the question “What’s your sign” without coming off as “rude” or “holier than thou” with the person asking the question?

10.  Why is Faith at odds with the DarkSide and with supersition?
12. In the context of the powers of the Dark Side, what does it mean to say that Jesus is Lord?

Lesson 4   Life-Sharing & Pioneers  The Power Of Faith---The Odds Are Against You   2 Kings 6:8-25
1.  When have you been an underdog in life, but managed to somehow come out on top? How did you feel when it happened?

2.  Do you think our Excellence In Giving Campaign places our church in the roll of an underdog or not? Why or Why not?
2 Kings 6:8-22 (NIV) 
8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, "I will set up my camp in such and such a place." 
9 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: "Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there." 
10 So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places. 
11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, "Will you not tell me which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?" 
12 "None of us, my lord the king," said one of his officers, "but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom." 
13 "Go, find out where he is," the king ordered, "so I can send men and capture him." The report came back: "He is in Dothan." 
3.  Aram was a very powerful nation that was threatening the people of God.  Aram’s army should have been able to easily defeat the Israelites, except the Israelite army kept escaping thanks to Elisha.  How can we be encouraged by what God does in this passage of Scriptpure?
14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. 
15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" the servant asked. 
16 "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 
17 And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
4. Last week we looked at the power of the “Darkside.”  Here is a spiritual force that is very real and very powerful, yet it could not be detected by the human eye.  Dothan was not a large city.  What encouragement can we receive from this passage when we are trying to figure out the odds of our success?

5. Are angelic beings still around to help us in times of crisis or need today, or do you think it ended with biblical times?


18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, "Strike these people with blindness." So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked. 
19 Elisha told them, "This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will lead you to the man you are looking for." And he led them to Samaria. 
20 After they entered the city, Elisha said, "LORD, open the eyes of these men so they can see." Then the LORD opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside Samaria. 
6. The blindness they are struck with is not a case of their eyesight, but of their ability to see clearly where they were. The Aramean army  left an undefended small town, and followed Elisha into a heavily fortified  capital city in which they were surrounded.

What encouragement can we receive from this passage concerning the power of God  in dealing with those who want to destroy us?


21 When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, "Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill them?" 22 "Do not kill them," he answered. "Would you kill men you have captured with your own sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their master." 
23 So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel's territory. 

7. The king had been praying for a great defeat of his enemy.  Why do you think God did not allow him to kill his enemy’s army?

8.  Why do you think God sometimes gives us only a partial victory in the odds that we have to overcome?

9.  What do you think the King of Israel was hoping would happen if he followed Elisha’s advice in feeding and letting the soldiers go free?
2 Kings 6:24-25 (NIV) 
24 Some time later, Ben-Hadad king of Aram mobilized his entire army and marched up and laid siege to Samaria. 25 There was a great famine in the city; the siege lasted so long that a donkey's head sold for eighty shekels of silver, and a quarter of a cab of seed pods for five shekels. 

10. Instead of being grateful for the lives of his soldiers being spared, the King of Aram attacked the city from which they had been freed in put in place a siege that led to the starvation of many people in the city of Samaria.   Why didn’t God surround the city with an angelic host as God had done at Dothan to deliver His people.”

11. Why is that our sacrifices for the Lord do not turn out in the way we had hoped they would?

12. When the odds are against us, what should be our position as believers?

13. What’s the only means by which our faith can truly grow as a church?
