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The Parables Of  Jesus 

Part 2
Lesson 4

“Where Are You Building”  Matthew 7:21-27

The House, The Rain, The Rock & The Sand

Lesson 5 

-“But They Don’t Deserve Forgiveness” Mathew 18:21-35

A Good King, The Unforgiving Servant, The Poor Debtor

Lesson 6

“ The Workers In The Vineyard –Hey That’s Not Fair”  Matthew 20:1-16

The Employer, The Employees, The  Merciful Pay Check

Our purpose is to enter into a right relationship with God and be equipped for the ministry of Jesus Christ, to make a difference in the lives of others.
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Parables Lesson 4  “Where Are You Building”  Matthew 7:21-27
Matthew 7:21-27 (NIV) 
21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 

1. Was there ever a time you were sure something was true and relied on it, only to find out it wasn’t?  How did it make you feel?

2.  Do you think that God uses people to perform miracles and great works who are not in a close relationship to Him?  Why or why not?

3. You will often here, “so and so really has a real anointing on him or her .” What do they mean by that phrase?  Is it possible to fake an anointing?

4.   Why do you think Jesus puts more emphasis on being obedient than he does on doing the miraculous?

5.  If you had to choose between a speaker who had a reputation for doing miracles at her service and a preacher who had a reputation for simply teaching the word of God in simple truth, which would you be more likely to visit and why?

6.  How do you reconcile this passage with the teachings that if you are obedient to the word of God, you can avoid storms and keep them from coming into your life?

7.  What are the different types of foundations we try to build our lives upon today?

8.  What foundation did you try to build your life upon only to have it fail? (Keep in mind, before coming to Christ, we were all building on our lives on some other foundation.)

9. Why do people hear the word of God and not put it into practice?

10. What is at the heart of hearing the word of God and then doing it?

11. What does if mean to be foolish and what does it mean to be wise in this passage?

12.  If someone asked you, “how do I build a foundation upon Christ?”, what would you tell them?
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Lesson 5-“But They Don’t Deserve Forgiveness” Mathew 18:21-35

Matthew 18:21-35 (NIV) 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 
27 The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 30 "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 
31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 
34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

1. Other than God, who has probably forgiven you the most times?   Who have you forgiven the most time?

2. What is the most difficult thing about forgiving someone?

3.  What is the most freeing thing about being forgiven?

4.  Why do you think the servant who was forgiven failed to make any connection between what happened to him and the king, and how he treated the man who was indebted to him?

5.  What makes it hard for us to admit whom we need to forgive?

6.   What are some of the benefits of forgiving those who have wronged us?

7.  Why did  it bother the servants so much when the guy was thrown into prison since he did owe the man the debt?

8.  Would you joyfully enter into a relationship with another person if you knew in advance, you will have to forgive them about 100 times in the coming week?

9,  What is it that God really forgives us of, and how many times should God expect to forgive us?

10.  Why does an unforgiving heart, ruin our relationship to God?

12.  What would have happened if the servant had simply forgiven the man of the lesser debt?

13.  Is there anyone the group needs to help you pray, so that you can forgive someone who has hurt or is hurting you?
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Parable  “ The Workers In The Vineyard –Hey That’s Not Fair”  Matthew 20:1-16

Matthew 20:1-16 (NIV) 
1 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 "About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' 
5 So they went. "He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 
6 About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, 'Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?' 7 "'Because no one has hired us,' they answered. "He said to them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard.' 8 "When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.' 9 "The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 
10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 
12 'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.' 13 "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 16 "So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 

1. When was the last time something happened to you that you thought was unfair, because others got more or the same as you did?

2.  What is the difference between being unfair and being merciful?  For instance, if  John owed me $5, and I demanded it back, and Fred owed me $5 but I cancelled it, was I unfair or merciful?

3. Who controlled how soon the workers were hired in the parable?

4.  Why did the servants who were hired first think they should get more, when all day long they were happy with what they had been promised?

5. Does God’s blessing others ever result in our being angry at God for not providing for us in the same way? When is our anger justified or why does it feel justified?

6.  There was a time, when the Jews were clearly God’s people for centuries.  After Jesus, the door is wide open for those who were not Jews to become believers in God as well.  Should God have had something extra in terms of rewards for the Jews since they had been in a right relationship with God for a much longer period than the non-Jews or Gentiles who became Christians?  Why or why not?

7. God calls us at different points in our lives? Some of us respond when we are young and others when we are old? Should those who serve God the longest, go to a more beautiful kind of heaven then those who served for only a few years?

8.  This parable is not focusing in on final rewards in heaven?  What do you think it really is about?

9.  Why do you think the servants were unable to see  and to rejoice that those who had been unemployed for so long would still be able to go and bless their families in the same way as those who had a job for a long time would?

10. Would you rather God be fair to everyone or to be merciful as God sees fit? Why do your prefer one over the other?

11. What do you think is truly meant by the idea of the last being first and the first being really means
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