Life-Sharing and Pioneers  Lesson 2  

“What Not To Do When Waiting Upon God” Genesis 16:1-15

Genesis 16:1-16 (NIV) 
1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, "The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her." Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 
3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, "You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and me." 6 "Your servant is in your hands," Abram said. "Do with her whatever you think best." Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 
8 And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?" "I'm running away from my mistress Sarai," she answered. 9 Then the angel of the LORD told her, "Go back to your mistress and submit to her." 10 The angel added, "I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count." 11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: "You are now with child and you will have a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard of your misery. 12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers." 13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: "You are the God who sees me," for she said, "I have now seen the One who sees me." 14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael. 
In chapter 15, God had told Abram in chapter 15 that he would definitely have a son that would come out of his own body. Abram was about 75 at the time and Sarah was 65. Well 10 years  have passed since the announcement of the promised child and nothing has happened.  What do you do when you have a promise for God, but nothing seems to be happening?  Abram and Sarai are perfect examples of what not to do when waiting upon God.  They took matters in their own hands.

1.  When did you have to wait for something longer than you expected it to wait, and either gave up on it or chose to do something differently?

2. In the Eastern culture, it was part of their culture to try and build a family through one of the female servants/slaves if the wife of a man did not have children. The woman was the one who decided if this is what she wanted to do.   In  verses 1-3, what statement does Sarai make that may or may not be true?   What are some of the reasons she feels as though she has waited long enough on the Lord?

3.   Why do you think Abram is willing to go along with Sarai’s plan?  

4.  Do you think that God is pleased with what Abram and Sarai is doing or is God simply allowing them to do it?   What’s the difference?

5. What happens with Sarai’s plan that she thought had been well thought out and planned?  Why does God allow us to get ourselves into trouble?

 6.  How did Sarai and Abram’s attempt to help God out, produce friction and discord in their own relationship?  Why do we blame others for putting our plans into action?

7.  Why does knowing the future, make it harder for us to simply wait on God’s plan?

8.   Abram and Sarai are lifted up as models of faith at times.  What does their lives in this  story tell us about the type of people that God uses?

9.  What do we learn about God from God’s plans for Ishmael?

10.  How does a person or a church know when it’s time to take another action to move in the direction that they felt God had led them to move?

11.  If our church is a work in progress and the Presbyterian Church is a work in progress, why would we consider leaving the denomination?

Lifesharing and Pioneers Lesson 3  “Willing To Risk It All”

Genesis 22:1-19

Genesis 22:1-19 (NIV) 1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 
5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 
7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 
8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." 15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 
17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." 19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba. 
Abram’s name has been changed to Abraham and Sarai’s name has been changed to Sarah. 25 years after God told them to leave Haran, Sarah finally has a son and his name is Isaac.  God gave them a son at age 99 and 90 just as God had said that God would do. The blessing is put into motion and it seems as though everything is working out. But there is another hurdle for Abraham to cross over.

1.  Have you ever had something look like it was all coming together and then at the last minute it didn’t work out?  How did you feel about it?

2.  Why do you think  God decided to test Abraham in verses 1 to 3?  Why does God tests us?

3.  What’ the difference between a test and a temptation?

4.  How do you think  Abraham felt about  God’s request to sacrifice Isaac?

5.   Why do you think Abraham responded so quickly by getting up early the next morning to go to the mountain?

6.  In verse 5,  Abraham tells his servants to stay here while I go and the boy go over to worship?  How do you think Abraham defines the word worship?

7.  Where are elements in the story where we can see Abraham acting in faith?

8.   If God truly knows what’s in our hearts, why does God allow Abraham to go through all of this agony before revealing the ram in the bush?

9.   What are some of the things in our lives that we put our hope and confidence in that may have come from the Lord?

10.  What is the most difficult thing God could ask of us as a congregation to offer as a sacrifice to God?

11.   What is God’s promise for those who are willing to act in faith in obedience to God’s word?

12.   What would a blessed Glenville New Life Community Church look like in three years?
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