Life Sharing Lesson 1  “The First Family-Authority”

Genesis 1:26-28   Genesis 3:16-19  Ephesians 5:21-6:4
1. What do you think of when you hear the word authority?

Genesis 1:26-28 26 Then God said, "Let us make human beings in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, [a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground."     27 So God created human beings in his own image,        in the image of God he created them;  male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground." (TNIV)
2.  What can we learn about authority and how God intended for it to be used in this passage?  Who exactly is being given authority?
3.  What are the role distinctions we see between males and females in this passage in regards to authority?

In chapter 3 of Genesis we have the story of Adam and Eve following the advice of Satan and disobeying God. The very oneness that God had intended for Adam and Eve to share is shattered as Adam seeks to put the blame for his behavior on Eve and on God as well.  God  then pronounces a judgment on Adam and Eve to let them know how the presence of sin in their lives would alter their relationships to each other and to the world.
Genesis 3:16-19 (Today's New International Version)

16 To the woman he said,   "I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;  with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." 

    17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,'  "Cursed is the ground because of you;  through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,  and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground,  since from it you were taken;  for dust you are  and to dust you will return.
4.  Based on verse 16, do you think it was God’s original desire for a woman to have pains in childbirth?  Since this is part of the judgment, do you think it’s wrong to give a woman medicine to ease the pain in childbirth? Why or why not.

5. Do you think Adam ruled over Eve prior to the fall based on verse 16?  Why do you think we have this statement to Eve “he will rule over you” rather than a command to Adam “rule over your wife”?  Is there a bible verse that tells husbands to rule over their wives?
6. Adam was told from now on, he would have to work hard to get his food out of the ground. Do you think it is wrong for us to make farming easier for a man so that he could escape some of the affect of the course? Why or Why not.

Genesis 3:21-24 (Today's New International Version)

21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove them out, he placed on the east side [a] of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

7.  How do you think the presence of sin affected Adam and Eve’s relationship to each other right after the fall in the garden?  
In the New Testament, instead of the emphasis being on authority, the emphasis is on submission. What is unique is that everyone is told to submit to each other, and then it is spelled out in different ways.
Ephesians 5:21-6:4 (Today's New International Version)

Instructions for Christian Households

 21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

    22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

    25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing [a] her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, people have never hated their own bodies, but they feed and care for them, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." [b] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 "so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." [c] 

    4 Fathers, [d] do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord
8.  What do you think it means in verse 21 for believers to submit themselves to each other?

9.  What do you think it means for a wife to submit herself to her husband?

10.   What do you think it means for a husband to love his wife as Christ loved the church?
11. Why would this commandment to husbands come as shock to the society in which they were living?

12. What does mutual submission look like for a husband and wife who have a big decision to make in which they are in disagreement?

13.  Is it easier to deny one’s self out of a choice to be submissive, or to deny one’self because this is how Christ  showed his love for the church and you are called to imitate Christ?

14.  According to Ephesians 5:31 what is the goal of mutual submission?

15.   According to this passage  how do children submit to parents and parents submit to children?

16.  What can you do to practice more submission in your home?

Life-Sharing Lesson 2  What’s Hiding In The Closet
Genesis 37:1-35

1. What’s one thing you can remember as a kid hiding in the closet, and why were you hiding it?

2.   Why do we attempt to hide things from God? Why do we hide family secrets?
Genesis 37:18-24

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 18 But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.     19 "Here comes that dreamer!" they said to each other. 20 "Come now, let's kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we'll see what comes of his dreams." 

    21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. "Let's not take his life," he said. 22 "Don't shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don't lay a hand on him." Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.     23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the richly ornamented robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it.

3.  What sin had been hiding in Joseph and his brother’s family?

4.   What role did favoritism or preference play in your family growing up?

5.  How do we unknowingly contribute to pain in people’s families when it comes to  their children?

6.    What do you think it would have been like to have  had Jacob as a father?     How had Jacob’s past, influenced him as a father these many years later. (See chapter 29 of Genesis).

25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 

    26 Judah said to his brothers, "What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 27 Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood." His brothers agreed.     28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels [a] of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.     29 When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He went back to his brothers and said, "The boy isn't there! Where can I turn now?" 

7.  Why are the brothers so willing to sell Joseph?  What can we learn from them in handling negative emotions?

8.   Why does Reuben have a different viewpoint than the rest of his brothers?

9.  How does getting even, backfire on the brothers?

   31 Then they got Joseph's robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 They took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, "We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son's robe."     33 He recognized it and said, "It is my son's robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces."     34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. "No," he said, "in mourning will I go down to the grave to my son." So his father wept for him.

10.    Why do the brothers go through this elaborate scheme of deception with their father?
11.  What do you think it was like for the brothers to watch their father in pain for days mourning a dead son who was still alive?

12.  Do you think the brothers  eventually got what they wanted from their father in getting rid of Joseph?

13.  What kind of effect do you think hiding their actions in the closet had on their relationships to each other?    How do you think it affected their relationship to their younger brother Benjamin who was Joseph’s full brother?
14.  What advice would you give to Joseph’s brothers to rebuild their relationship as a family?

15. How can things we hide in the closet come back to hurt us in our families?
16.  Is there anyone in your family that you need to forgive for a wrong you felt by them or because of them?
Life-Sharing Lesson 3 “The Kitchen Working Together”
Luke 22:24-30

1.  What are all the jobs that need to take place to have a wonderful successful meal together in the home?    
2.   How were the jobs around the kitchen distributed in your home?

3.  What are some of the factors that cause us to not work together?

Luke 22:24-30 (Today's New International Version)

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

4.  What’s the connection between “thinking one is great” and “conflict with others.”

5.  What keeps us from being servants to one another in our homes?

6.   Part of the reason there is conflict in working together is because someone is usually just plain lazy.  As you grew up, were you a) the one who initiated a chore that needed to be done, b) came alongside after the chore was started or c) stayed of site until the chore was done or as long as you could get away with it? 
Read Proverbs Proverbs 26:13-16 (NLT) 13 The lazy person claims, “There’s a lion on the road! Yes, I’m sure there’s a lion out there!” 14 As a door swings back and forth on its hinges, so the lazy person turns over in bed. 15 Lazy people take food in their hand but don’t even lift it to their mouth. 16 Lazy people consider themselves smarter than seven wise counselors. 

7.  What happens in a house filled with lazy people and how does laziness contribute to the strife in a home?

8.  What is it that God may be trying to do in you through your encounter with lazy people?

9. How does a Christian help a lazy person without helping the person to continue to be lazy?

Philippians 2:1-5 (Today's New International Version)  Philippians 2 Imitating Christ's Humility

 1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.  5 In your relationships with one another, have the same attitude of mind Christ Jesus had

10.  For a believer, the issue is not so much,  how am I going to get this person to change as it is, how is God desiring to change me, to be able to love this person who is getting on my last nerve in this house.  How does what Christ has done for us impact what we are willing to do for others?

11. What are some things we do out of selfish ambition or vain conceit that causes those close around us not to go along with our game plan?  What does selfish ambition and vain conceit even look like in a Christian or how is it covered over to appear normal.

12.  What do you think this passage means when it says “ in humility value others above yourselves?”

13.  Is there an area in your home life  in which you consider your way the only” real right way for something to be done is the way you want it done”?  What keeps you from making a compromise in this area?
14.  What do you think it would look like for each person to have the mind of Christ in working together to build a family?

15.  The two most important things we can in life are to love God and then to love people.  How well do the way you  do your part in the home,  reflect  these two actions?

16. What are some of the unnecessary pressures we put on each other in our homes, that we could let go of in hopes of being able to work together more happily?

Life-Sharing & Pioneers Lesson 4 “The Dining Room- Being Kind”
John 6:5-13  Ephesians 4:32-5:2

1.  What are some of the kind of words you should hear often in a dining room with a large group of people sitting around the same table eating together?

2.  What is one of the kindest acts someone has done for you that you probably won’t forget?

3.  What if anything is wrong the philosophy, “I’ll start being kinder in my family when they start being nicer to me.”

John 6:5-13 (Today's New International Version)

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.     7 Philip answered him, "It would take almost a year's wages [a] to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!"     8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?"     10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.     12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
4. The feeding of the 5000 was made possible by the act of kindness coming out of a family.  A mother was kind enough to make a lunch, a father was kind enough to take a son  to see Jesus, and a little boy was kind enough to offer the disciples his lunch when Andrew asked who had brought some food.   How often do you think this family told the story of their lunch being used that day?
5.  Why are even small acts of kindness so important in our home and in our church?

6.  How do our acts of kindness become  sacrifices and praise offerings to God?

7.  On a scale of 1 to 7, how intentional are you about being kind to those in your home on a daily basis?

8. Christians run into the problem of people trying to take advantage of their kindness. How should a believer handle the situation of being asked to co-sign a loan to help a person in an emergency situation?
9. If a family member is being evicted tomorrow, and the person calls to ask if he/she/they can move in with you for a while, what kind of questions should a kind Christian ask  before saying yes or no?
Ephesians 4:32-5:2 (Today's New International Version)32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  1 Follow God's example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

10. How does one go about becoming a kind and compassionate person in a home where nobody else is making that kind of a commitment to them?

11.  How is being kind and compassionate related to “forgiving each other”?  Why do you think “forgiving each other” follows “being kind and compassionate” rather than being listed first in the verse.

12.  What is the cost involved in making our homes a kinder place to be?
13.  How should kindness impact the disappointments that are going to enter into our lives through our other family member’s poor choice and actions?

14.  What’s one thing you can do to be a little kinder in your home?
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