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Lesson 1 “How Can I Be Sure That I’m Still Saved—Check My Fruit”   1 Peter 1:1-10

FRUIT GROWERS Bearing fruit was important to Jesus' teaching (see John 15:1-8). Fruit growing on a tree describes genuine disciples of Jesus. There's no fruit on broken branches, and there's no life without fruit. Fruit harbors the seed, which perpetuates the life of the species. A true disciple has life flowing from Jesus, and his own character and power shape the disciple's attitudes and behaviors. True disciples become fruitful by God's power. Does your moral life result in fruitful impact on those around you? Is your spiritual knowledge producing greater moral integrity? 

—Life Application Bible Commentary

2 Peter 1:1-10 (NIV) 
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: 2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 
1. When was a time in your life when lack of “self control” messed up one of your goals you set  for yourself.

2. If God has given us everything we need for life and godliness, why do we find ourselves with ungodly things as part of our lifestyles? What is it that makes a tv show or a movie ungodly?

3.  What does it mean for a believer to participate in the divine nature of God while living at home?

4.   How does the world’s corruption affect the way we think of God’s material blessings in our lives?

5.   Which of the characteristics in verse 5-7 do you feel you have added pretty strongly to your faith  and which one do you recognize the greatest need for in your life at the present time?

6.  As Christians we are to be continually growing in Christ. What is it that keeps us from growing in these characteristics mentioned by Peter in verses 5-7?

7. What  does  an ineffective and unproductive believer in Jesus Christ look like?

8. What’s the connection between sin in our lives and being blind or nearsighted?

9.  In verse 10, to whom is Peter telling us to make our calling and election sure-To God, To Others , or To Ourselves?

10.  Is it more important for a Christian to stop doing wrong things or to start doing positive things for God?

11.  How do we obtain a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom? What other types of welcome will be present in heaven?

Lesson 2 “Can The Words Of Scripture Be Trusted”  2 Peter 1:12-21

REVIEWING THE BASICS

Outstanding coaches constantly review the basics of the sport with their teams, and good athletes can execute the fundamentals consistently well. Believers must not neglect the basics of their faith, even as they go on to study deeper truths. Just as an athlete needs constant practice, Christians need constant reminders of the fundamentals of our faith and of how we came to believe in the first place. Don't allow yourself to be bored or impatient with messages on the basics of the Christian life. Instead, take the attitude of an athlete who continues to practice and refine the basics.

—Life Application Bible Commentary

2 Peter 1:12-21 (NIV) 12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, 14 because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things. 16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 
21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
1. When was a time when the word of God spoke to you in a clear situation as you read it?

2.  Why do we need to be reminded of the early truths we learned when we first got saved?

3. Peter knew that he would be dying soon? Do you think you would be a more devoted follower of Christ if you knew you only had a year to live? Why or why not?

4.  What is the most important thing we can leave behind us as we depart from this world?

5.  What makes the bible different from being just a book of fairy tales?

6. Why was God so well pleased with His Son Jesus?

7.  How is the word of God to be used in our lives? Why is it often compared to a light shining in darkness?

8.  How does darkness creep into the life of a believer?

9.  If someone claimed, the bible may have been written by a man or group of people a long time ago who made up whatever they wanted to say, how would you argue against this position.

10.  How does prophecy set the bible apart from other books?

11.  Are there any lost books of the Bible that we have not yet discovered?

12. Why is it important for us to read the Bible?

Lesson 3 “Watch Out For False Prophets & God Will Judge” 2 Peter 2:1-10

FALSE TEACHERS TODAY

Peter warned against false teachers. Many powerful speakers claim to have important ideas for Christians to hear. These speakers range from political reactionaries to extreme environmentalists. Add to the list those who present special angles on church doctrine coming from big denominations and small— and you have a dazzling array of choices. How do we separate the good (teaching that leads to Christ), the bad (off-center but benign ideas tacked onto the gospel), and the ugly (false teaching, much to be avoided)?

It's a complicated problem, but the following safeguards will help along the way:

 Use condemnation sparingly. An off-center idea may be way out but is not necessarily heresy. A sincere but misguided teacher may not be a "false" teacher. None of us understands God perfectly, so we must be generous and helpful long before we condemn and cast someone out.

 Pay attention to the teacher's ethical and moral behavior. The Bible stresses that false teachers will have immorality in their lives. Watch how they treat people and money. Don't excuse or cover up bad behavior.

 Choose your church carefully. Is the living Christ at the center of your church's ministry? Do leaders pray? Is the Bible honored and taught? Is God at work there? "False" churches may be very busy, but their teaching reveals the void when Christ and the Bible are pushed to the side. If that is the case, go somewhere else.

—Life Application Bible Commentary

2 Peter 2:1-10 (NIV) 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. 4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men 8 (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)-- 9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment.  10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings; 
1. What comes to mind when you think of a false teacher in the church?

2.  Why are the people of the church so welcoming of false teachers?

3.  How does one deny the sovereignty of the Lord?

4.  What are some of the shameful teachings that have crept into the church today?

5.  What kind of stories are made up today by people who exploit others because of their greed?

6.  How important should the lifestyle of a preacher or teacher be in choosing someone as a leader?

7.  What proof do we have that God is going to judge sin and disobedience?

8.  What kind of trials does God rescue righteous people from?

9.   How does knowing that God will judge the unrighteous help us in our walk as believers?

10.  Lot was bothered by the sin of others.  How do we learn to be comfortable with the sins of others?

11.  What do you think are the steps to becoming a false prophet or a false teacher?

12.  Why should believers be wary of new truths or secret teachings?

13. What’s a good offensive weapon to have to battle false teachings?

Lesson 4   “When Good Teachers God Bad”  2 Peter 2:10-22

OVERGROWN EGO

Perhaps the false teachers' biggest problem was having egos so overgrown that they had no respect for authority—good or evil, lawful or satanic.

 Egos that claimed: "No law condemns me. I am above every law. I am the law."

 Egos that boasted: "God is my aide, angels my servants. I am the greatest."

 Egos that promised: "Only my will limits me. Only my boldness guides me. I am the master of my fate."

If you think this portrait of Peter's adversaries is too far-fetched, remember that in the 1930s even Christian people in Germany were attracted to the Nazi party, a movement full of ego that recognized no authority but its own. Beware of being so independent that you reject all authority.

—Life Application Bible Commentary

2 Peter 2:10-22 (NIV) 
10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings; 
11 yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings in the presence of the Lord. 12 But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish. 13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. 14 With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed--an accursed brood! 15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness. 
16 But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey--a beast without speech--who spoke with a man's voice and restrained the prophet's madness. 17 These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful human nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity--for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him. 20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud." 
1.  What are the ingredients of true prophet, pastor or teacher?

2.  What would cause false prophets to boast so boldly against spiritual beings?

3.  Why do false teachers often fall into a sinful life-style?

4.  Why does sexual sin become a characteristic of many false teachers?

5.  How can you tell when a leader has left the way and began to follow another trail?

6.  How can you tell when you are beginning to leave the way and are following another trail?

7. What are the lustful desires in 2:18 that false leaders can appeal to in our churches today?

8.  Why is it better not to have known Jesus, than to know Jesus and then turn away from him forever?

9.  What is Peter trying to get across to us in his phrases about the dog and the sow in verse 22.

10. What should a Christian look for when choosing a church to become a part of in order to avoid  the types of leaders mentioned in this chapter?
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