Life-Sharing and Pioneers  Lesson 1   “The Holy Spirit”  2:1-13

1. What do you think it means to be a person filled with the Holy Spirit?

I think it means you are at God’s disposal completely in whatever situation you are in. You are ready to be used by God and you are aware of God’s presence in the situation you are currently in.
2.  How long would a person have to be around you before they asked if you were filled with the Spirit of  “what is it that is different about you”?

There is no one correct answer for this question.  This question is for us to evaluate if our light is really shining to those who come in contact with us and yet they do not know us. 
Acts 2:1-13 The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues [a] as the Spirit enabled them.     5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [b] 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" 

    13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine." 

3.  Why were the disciples all gathered together on the day of Pentecost? Who made up the group that was present?

They were all gathered together because Jesus had given them explicit instructions to wait in Jerusalem until they received the power of the Holy Spirit.  In Acts 1:4-5 we find Jesus saying --- 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with [a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with [b] the Holy Spirit."
We Know the group included the disciples, women, Jesus’ mother and Jesus’ brothers. There were about 120 believers according to Acts 1:14-15.

14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.     15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.NRSV The day of Pentecost was an annual feast celebrated on "the day after the seventh Sabbath" after Passover (Leviticus 23:15-16). Since the date was determined by the passing of a "week" of weeks (seven weeks), it was often called the Feast of Weeks. The word "Pentecost" means "fifty," so named because this feast was celebrated fifty days after Passover. It was originally the Feast of the Firstfruits of the grain harvest. By this time Jews had associated Pentecost with the giving of the Law (Torah) at Mount Sinai. Pentecost was one of three major annual feasts celebrated by the Jews (along with Passover, fifty days earlier, and the Feast of Tabernacles about four months later). Jesus was crucified at Passover time, and he ascended forty days after his resurrection. The Holy Spirit came fifty days after the Resurrection, ten days after the Ascension. The identification of Pentecost with "firstfruits" likely has a real significance here, since the three thousand who came to faith in Christ this day were the "firstfruits" of many thousands who would follow.

Those gathered were the 120 believers mentioned in 1:15. The one place where they were gathered was likely the same upper room mentioned in 1:13. Most likely the believers were praying, as had been their regular practice during the period since the Ascension (1:14). What happened this day would forever change the world.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
4.  How do you think you would feel if a strong wind  came into a room you were praying in with a group and you looked up and saw a huge tongue of fire?

It probably would have been a terrifying experience on the one hand and a very estatic experience on the other. A lot may depend on what the prayer was which preceded this supernatural event. I’m sure it must have been a holy moment and a life changing event.  
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.NIV Suddenly, as the believers were gathered, they heard a sound or noise like the blowing of a violent wind (it was not necessarily movement of air, but perhaps a sound like that of wind). The word for "wind" (pnoes) is similar in sound and spelling to the word for "spirit" (pneuma). The wind is a good analogy for the Spirit: it is not seen, though its effects are, and it can be found everywhere in never-ending supply.

Some have made the connection here between this event and the dry bones of Ezekiel 37:1-14 as well as the discussion between Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3:8), where Jesus compared the Spirit to the wind. Jews believed that the wind of God's Spirit would precede and announce the coming of the messianic age.

The source of this sound is made clear: it came from heaven. It would affect everyone, for it filled the whole house where they were sitting. The "house" probably refers to the upper room mentioned in 1:13 where the believers had been meeting and praying.

2:3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them.NLT To the great sound of wind was added a visual image: what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. Why tongues of fire? It may be that "tongues" symbolized speech and the communication of the gospel. "Fire" symbolizes God's purifying presence, which burns away the undesirable elements in people's lives and sets their hearts aflame to ignite the lives of others.  At Pentecost God confirmed the validity of the Holy Spirit's ministry by sending fire. And while at Mount Sinai fire had come down on one place, at Pentecost fire came down on many believers, symbolizing that God's presence is available to all who believe in him. This event certainly fulfilled John the Baptist's words about the Holy Spirit baptizing with fire (Luke 3:16). Peter declared that this event had been prophesied by Joel (Joel 2:28-29). Note, too, that every believer in the room received this blessing; no one was excluded. It was clear to all present that God was at work.

 Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
5.   What do we know about the tongues the people on Pentecost were speaking in?

We know the tongues were sensible languages that were spoken all over the world. We know other people in the natural understood the languages completely. We know the languages had not been known before. We know that the people started speaking them without any coaxing or encouraging by others.
6.  What was the purpose of the tongues on the day of Pentecost?

The purpose of tongues on that day was to preach about Jesus Christ to people who had come from all over the world and for them to hear the gospel in their native language.  God wanted them to know that he was for them regardless of the nation they had come from and that He knew their language. Those tongues were to convince the outsiders of the power and testimony of God. This is actually the only time in the New Testament in which it is clear that the tongues were given to preach the gospel in another language to a group of people from a distant land.
7.  How are the tongues on the day of Pentecost, different from the tongues you may hear in a church service today?
Tongues in churches today are not for preaching the gospel in a foreign language to foreigners. Instead they are for edifying the body of Christ with a word from God. Someone usually has to interpret what the word is because it is not known to the people who hear it.  There are tongues in which a person speaks to his or her spirit, but others do not know what is going on.  Paul specifically tells us in 1 Corinthians 14:27   27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church; let them speak to themselves and to God.
Godly Jews from many nations were living in Jerusalem at that time. When they heard this sound, they came running to see what it was all about, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. They were beside themselves with wonder. "How can this be?" they exclaimed. "These people are all from Galilee, and yet we hear them speaking the languages of the lands where we were born!"NLT Such an event could not help but attract attention, and a crowd must have quickly gathered. The godly Jews from many nations [who] were living in Jerusalem at that time were the Jews among the Diaspora (the Greek word for "scattering"), whose families had been driven from Jerusalem and forced to live in other nations but had since returned to Jerusalem to live. These people had been born and raised in other nations, so among them many different languages were spoken. Thus, they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken. . . . languages of the lands where [they] were born! As the international, multilingual crowd gathered, they were astonished to hear their native tongues spoken by these Galileans. The term for "their own languages" is dialekto, from which we get our English word "dialect." These were spoken, living languages. At this point, "tongues" was not the ecstatic or heavenly utterance to which Paul referred in 1 Corinthians 12–14; these were languages people understood.

This gathering of the nations was a perfect platform for launching the worldwide mission of the church. This event told the Jerusalem church that God intended the gospel for all the nations in their own languages.

2:9-11 "Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"NIV This list includes the many lands from which Jews came to Jerusalem—some living in Palestine and others who had been dispersed throughout the world through captivities and persecutions. The list begins from the east of the Roman Empire and sweeps to the south and west. Very likely, some of the Jews who responded to Peter's message then returned to their homelands with God's good news of salvation (for example, see Acts 8). Through this divine manifestation of languages, therefore, God prepared the way for the spread of the gospel across the world. Throughout the book of Acts, it is clear how often the way was prepared for Paul and other messengers by people who had become believers at Pentecost. The church at Rome, for example, was probably begun by such Jewish believers. The list of countries reads mostly from East to West geographically, but why they are cited and why in this order is not known.

The content of these speeches in each language was the wonders of God. The subject of discussion was not sin, repentance, judgment, not even the gospel, but rather the proclamation of the mighty works of God.

Some have called this event at Pentecost "Babel Reversed." They speculate that God seems to be saying: "I confused your languages thousands of years ago because you failed to obey me, but now I've got a message so important, I'll countermand that program to get this message out."

The important fact to remember about this first occurrence of "tongues" is its purpose: to get the message of Christ out to the world. It was a sign for unbelieving Israel that the Messiah had come. The promised Spirit had been poured out as foretold in Joel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others. It was also an effective sign for the propagation of the gospel message—an instant, Spirit-given gift of a foreign language with which to spread the glorious news of God's work in the world. And that is exactly the point of Pentecost. The faithful believers were waiting and praying. Then came the prophesied signal that something big was about to happen. When it occurred, God delivered his message to the world.

With all the misinformation available today, many believers tend to look at Pentecost in an entirely improper light. It is often viewed as only some tremendous outpouring of power—sound of wind, fire, signs and wonders. If believers will take a fresh and straight-forward look at the events of Pentecost, however, they will find that the focus is on the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy and the beginning of the witness of the apostles to the world.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
8. Since all the believers on the day of Pentecost spoke in tongues, does that mean that all believers should speak in tongues if they are filled with the Holy Spirit?

What happened to the believers on this day is not repeated again in the Bible by any group. The tongues that we see as a gift among the gifts of the spirit is very different from what happened on Pentecost.  On Pentecost the tongues were an active living language that an unbeliever could understand. It would be as though a group of Russians showed up at church unannounced  and one of the pastors got up and began preaching in Russian. The choir was also singing in Russian.  If people used this verse to prove all believers should speak in tongues once filled with the Holy Spirit, then there would be very few Christians who have been filled.  Not even Paul claimed to have had this experience of tongues.  The tongues we see in 1 Corinthians are more for edification for an individual’s spirit or a word for the church. But to argue that everyone has to speak in tongues, would lead to everyone having to prophesy, preach, teach, do miracles, perform healings and have all the other gifts of the Spirit in order to be filled with the Holy Spirit..  Yet we all know, that gifts are given by God and everybody does not receive the same gift or the same number of gifts.
9.  What is the proof of the filling of the Holy Spirit  in a believer’s life?

Jesus gave us the test when he told us that we would be known by the fruit that we bear.  The proof of the Holy Spirit is the  presence of the fruits of the Spirit in a person’s life as found in Galatians 5:22-2622 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. –

When our lives are changing and being put more and more under the lordship of Jesus Christ, that is the proof that the Holy Spirit is filling out lives.

 But the fruit of the Spirit is . . .NKJV Paul's introduction of the word fruit is filled with meaning. While we might have expected him to say, "The works of the Spirit are," Paul needed to use a fresh term. He had used "works" enough throughout this letter. Besides, "works" indicates lots of activities that people must do. "Fruit," however, is singular, indicating that all the fruits exist as a unit (like a bunch of grapes rather than many different pieces of fruit) and that all are important to all believers (unlike "gifts" that are dispensed differently to different people). So Paul conveyed the meaning of a full harvest of virtues. Also, "fruit" is a by-product; it takes time to grow and requires care and cultivation. The Spirit produces the fruit; our job is to get in tune with the Spirit. Believers exhibit the fruit of the Spirit, not because they work at it, but simply because they are filled with the Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit separates Christians from a godless, evil world, reveals a power within them, and helps them become more Christlike in their daily lives. In contrast to the list it follows, Paul did not describe these characteristics as obvious. The previous ones reside in us; the following ones come as a result of the Spirit's presence. 
FRUITFULNESS

The fruit of the Spirit is the spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit in us. The Spirit produces these character traits that are found in the nature of Christ. They are the by-products of Christ's control; we can't obtain them by trying to get them without his help. If we want the fruit of the Spirit to grow in us, we must join our lives to his (see John 15:4-5). We must know him, love him, remember him, and imitate him. As a result, we will fulfill the intended purpose of the law: to love God and our neighbors. Which of these qualities do you want the Spirit to produce in you?

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Galatians.
10.  What is the proof of the presence of the Holy Spirit in a worship service?

It can be seen in the way everyone treats each other. Are the ushers and greeters motivated by love in their actions? Are there Christians in the worship service? Are the choirs and pastors ministering out of love or to simply trying to be seen?  Is there a hunger and expectation to hear the word of God? Is there a unity in the service in which one thing flows into another?  Is there a freedom to worship God in different types of expression?  Does one’s spirit bear witness to the spirit in the place?  Is there a conviction taking place during the service to lead people toward God? Is there a welcoming spirit for those who are new to the service? Is there a genuine concern and compassion for people? Are people moved spiritually and emotionally by the worship service so that they leave wanting to make a change in their lives? Is there order in the worship service.   If the answers to many of  these questions is yes, then the Holy Spirit is most likely present.
11.  What do you think people mean, when they say “we should just let the Holy Spirit have His way in the service?”    What’s the difference between the Spirit having has way and some people doing things out of their own desire, be it a dance, a sermon, a shout, a prayer, or a song?

Often times some people mean nothing more than they don’t think you should have a printed order of service. Yet even though they don’t have a printed service, they basically follow the same order of service in their heads. Some people think it means people should be free to jump up and dance, sing a song, or give a testimony at any point in the service. Some think it means being able to sing songs in worship for an indefinite amount of time.  Some people think it means being open to having something happen in the service that has not already been planned in advance.
For the Spirit to have his way in a service, we should be prepared to offer the best we are capable of offering to God in everything we do. Sloppiness and unpreparedness is not the way to invite in the Holy Spirit no matter what we are doing.  Being open to the Holy Spirit also means we know that God is capable of using any part of a worship service to speak clearly to God’s people.  

PARTICIPATION

Everything done in worship services must be beneficial to the worshipers. Every worshiper ought to consider herself or himself a contributor. These principles touch every aspect—singing, preaching, and the exercise of spiritual gifts. Contributions to the service (by singing, speaking, reading, praying, playing instruments, giving) must have love as their chief motivation. As you prepare and participate in worship, seek to strengthen the faith of other believers.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – 1 & 2 Corinthians.
1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the other churches.NLT The reason that the church service must be controlled and orderly is that God is not a God of disorder but of peace. In worship, everything must be done in harmony and with order. Even when the gifts of the Holy Spirit are being exercised, there is no excuse for disorder or disturbances. In order to please God in their worship, believers are not to be wild and out of control. Instead, they should be using their gifts in an appropriate manner, always seeking to edify others. To contradict God's own character in worship does not honor him. When everyone in the Christian assembly is truly in tune with the Holy Spirit, there will not be disorder, but harmony and "peace" that pleases God and encourages his people. This was not Paul's instruction for the Corinthian church alone; indeed, all the other churches must exhibit the character of the one they worship. When the Corinthians did so, they would be in line with what God expects of all his people.

 

	LIFE APPLICATION

ORDER

	Paul stated that God is not a God of disorder but of peace. Note that the preferred alternative to disorder is "peace." Too often, in resisting disorder, Christians have opted for rigid, predictable, and unvarying forms of worship in which God's presence is as difficult to find as in disorderly gatherings. When there is chaos, the church is not allowing God to work among believers as he would like. Peaceful order should not, however, rule out God's creativity, joy, and unpredictability. Do your part to have worship be a joyful, peaceful, winsome experience that draws people into it.


Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – 1 & 2 Corinthians.
12. How is the Holy Spirit trying to transform your life at the present time?
Answers will vary at this point. The Holy Spirit is trying to transform me to see that He called me into a love relationship with Him and not to a cycle of endless tasks for the kingdom. It is out of love for God, that I will be able to truly start to love the people closest to me.
13.  On the day of Pentecost, the disciples received power to be bolder in their faith. What area of your life do you need more power in today?
Answer will vary on this point.  I need more power to be more gentle in dealing with others in my life.  I need more power to know that God has given us this world and the people in it to enjoy it all as we pass through it on this journey we call life.

LifeSharing & Pioneers  Lesson 2   Transformed Lives  Acts 2:14-28
1.  If someone asked you, what will happen to me if the Holy Spirit comes upon me, what would you tell them?

I would tell them, you are going to want to change your behavior to become more like Jesus Christ. Slowly but surely God will point to areas of your life that God will want you to turn over to Him.  You may feel a feeling or you may not, but you will sense that God is at work.
2.  Last week we looked at the disciples when they began speaking in tongues. Why do you think people thought they were drunk?

The people thought the disciples were drunk because they did not understand the tongues that were being spoken were actually foreign languages that were being understood by foreigners..  To them, the disciples sounded as though they were just babbling at the mouth and slurring all kinds of sounds together.  Often when people do not understand something new, they tyr to make it fit into an experience they are familiar with.
Acts 2:14-18 (Today's New International Version)Peter Addresses the Crowd

 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

    17 " 'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 

3.   Who is included in the outpouring, and what was God’s purpose in pouring out His Spirit?

God includes men, women, young, old, rich and poor to be the benefactors of the outpouring of the Spirit.  The experience of knowing God is open to everyone who wants the opportunity to enter into a relationship with God.  The purpose of dreams, visions, and prophesy is to bring people into a closer relationship with God.  It’s not how many dreams have I had, but how has my life been changed as a result of me having dreams.
4. We get excited over the initial move of the Spirit be it a vision, a prophecy, a dream or a healing, but the goal of the Spirit is transformation of a life.  How do you know when you’re no longer just following rules, but now you’re being transformed?

When we follow rules, we can be obedient, but that does not mean our hearts are in it. I can refrain from doing a certain behavior, and yet resent in my heart that I can’t do what I really do want to do.  The rules ends up pushing me away from God, because I feel, God is trying to keep me from having a really good time. I’m keeping the rule to simply to try and stay out of trouble with God. That robs me of the chance of being intimate in a relationship with God.   Transformation takes place when my goal in life is to love God with all my heart. I honestly begin to believe that God has my best interest at heart.  I give up things, out of love for a chance to become closer to God. My joy in walking with God is greater than the joy I would have had in the behavior.  Transformation means that I am  yielding to God with my life, and I am willing to do it simply because I want to know God.  I recognize that my bad attitude at work, hinders my intimacy with God.  I ask God to transform my attitude at work so that I can be aware of the presence of God at work just as much as when I’m in worship.
5.  Think of the person who gives you the biggest headache or grief in life. What does a transformation of you look like in that relationship when you have to deal with that person?

 A transformation in me begins with realising, this person also belongs to God and God has a plan for this person’s life. My transformation allows me to begin to see the person in a more positive light than I had based on my earlier experience. Transformation means I start to pray for this person, asking God for wisdom to help me help this person reach their potential in knowing God. That may mean demonstrating the love of Christ more often to this person that I have in the past. It also means letting go of the anger or disappointment I have had concerning this person. There is something in me that I may not be aware of that’s causing a strain in the relationship.
6.  How does simply following rules, keep us at a distance from God?

The answer to this question is discussed in number 4. We can obey rules without having any love for God whatsoever. Our faith moves from grace, to works when we focus on the rules. We think we are getting closer to God simply because we have not broken the rules. We actually may not have broken the rules because the opportunity did not present itself.  We can never come to God on the basis of how many rules we have kept. Rule keeping leads to legalism and a judgmental attitude toward others. We already had the 10 commandments as rules, and none of us could keep them.  Our goal is to know what it is to love God. Our desire to keep the commandments is based on our desire to stay in fellowship and communion with God.  We do not want to miss out on the great things God has in store for our lives.  We are growing in God when our motivation for not sinning is because “I love God more than I desire to do this sin.”  The pleasure I will get from my obedience is greater and more long lasting,  than the temporary feeling I will get from this sin.  That is why God tells us in John 15:1 “If you love me you will keep my commandments.”
Prior to this, Jesus had urged the disciples to love one another. Then he spoke of their love for him. Truly loving Jesus requires that we do what he commands. Many have a view of the Christian life that under Christ's grace we don't have to do anything. Eternal life is truly a gift that we cannot work for or earn. Once we begin that life in Christ, loving and obeying Christ's commands become the evidence that he is in us. This is John's emphasis in his first epistle (see 1 John 5:2-3).

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – John.
7.  How does being transformed allow us to develop a closer relationship to God?

Transformation allows us to remove the barriers in our lives that keep us from knowing God.  We have been given two main commandments.  The first is to love God with all we have, and the second is to love our neighbor as ourselves.  If our lives are not transformed by the producing of the fruits of the spirit, our relationship to God suffers. We cannot separate growing in God, from building loving relationships with people. We find in  I John 4:20 Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.NRSV John, again, was probably quoting the spiritual elitists who boasted often of their relationship with God. This boast—I love God—can be tested by their love for the community of God. If these people show hate [for] their brothers or sisters in Christ—by rejecting them or refusing to fellowship with them—their love for God should be questioned. Such was the case with Diotrephes, who refused to have fellowship with John and his coworkers (see 3 John 9-10). In fact, John says that such people are liars. Believers know that God loves them and that they need no longer fear him, but they still are responsible to love him and other believers. John explains, very logically, that those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. If a believer does not love his or her Christian brothers and sisters, who are God's visible representatives, how can that person possibly love the invisible God? It is easy to claim to love God when that love doesn't cost anything more than weekly attendance at religious services. But the real test of a person's love for God is how that person treats the people right in front of him or her—family members and fellow believers. People cannot truly love God while neglecting to love those who are created in his image.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – 1, 2, & 3 John.
I John 5:3-4 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.NIV Love for God and love for others (5:2) do not exist alone in a believer; they must be accompanied by obedience. Therefore, John added, This is love for God: to obey his commands. This echoes what Jesus said to his disciples, as recorded in the Gospel of John (John 14:15, 21, 23-24, 31; 15:10). Jesus had one commandment for them: Love one another (John 13:34; 15:17). This one command is not grievous, heavy, or burdensome; in fact, it should delight the believer to love God through his or her obedience (Matthew 11:28-30). God's commands do not destroy people's freedom, creativity, and spontaneity. They are not like the laws of the Pharisees that weighed people down. They do direct people (freedom doesn't mean arbitrary action) and restrain them (freedom doesn't mean giving free rein to human desires). It is unfortunate that this world presently puts so much emphasis on experience and feeling as opposed to duty and action. God, however, wants Christians' conduct to demonstrate their inward devotion to him.

The Greek term for "everyone" (pan to) designates the collective unit of believers, not just a single believer. In the next verse, John referred to the individual. This same pattern—of first speaking of the collective body of believers and then of each individual believer—is found in John 6:37, 39; 17:2, 24. The collective body of regenerated believers—the Christian community as a unit—has the power that overcomes (conquers or defeats) the world (see 5:5; also John 16:33). Here and in 5:5, the word connotes military conquest. The world looks at God's commands as impossibly limiting and burdensome, but Christians (those who are born of God) know that obeying God cannot be burdensome because of the power within them and because they desire to please him. Faith gives believers victory that has (already!) overcome the world. The Greek word for "victory" is the word nike (a word now used for sport shoes, symbolizing ultimate victory). Faith provides the power source and the means to victory. Believers' trust in God and in Christ enables them to participate in the victory Christ won for them through his sacrifice and resurrection (see John 16:33). In 4:4, John congratulated the believers for having overcome the false teachers, and he explained, "He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world" (nkjv). The word "world" means the same thing in 4:4-5 as it does here. The term "world" (kosmos—which means "arrangement" or "system") describes the world system (the community of people who, with Satan, stand in opposition to God) that opposes God. The collective power, given by God to believers, can overcome this opposition.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – 1, 2, & 3 John.
8.  Why and how do we fight the transformation process that God wants to do in our lives?

 We fight the transformation process by refusing to invite the Holy Spirit into certain areas and certain relationships in our lives. We may not want to face the reality of our part in the breakdown in a relationship.  We may not want to stop associating with a certain group or individual, or we may not want to change our lifestyle.  We fight the transformation process by saying no to God or to God’s word.  When the bible identifies areas of our lives as sin, there is no need to pray to God to show you if it’s okay in your life or to claim to have a peace about it.  One of the roles of the Holy Spirit is to convict our hearts of sin. When we reject the transformation process in our lives, we grieve the Holy Spirit. 
Ephesians 4:29-32 (NIV) 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Acts 2:32-39

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  " 'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies  a footstool for your feet." ' [a]  36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah."  37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"     38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

9.  Notice, the Holy Spirit comes to us out of our relationship to Jesus. What’s the difference between being a Christian and being a “spiritual” person?
A Christian is a person who has a living relationship with Jesus Christ which gives the person a relationship to God The Father Or God The Creator. The believer recognizes that God has determined what is right and wrong and what is acceptable to God and what is not. Submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the word of God is key for a person who is a Christian.  People today talk about being spiritual which means they have an awareness of another world, but there are no established religions which try to control their behaviors.  In essence, they are free to define God and what God expects  of them on their own terms. They may speak in languages of oneness, supreme love,  and unity, but there is nothing organized to try to control others.  In essence, spirituality is having heaven in view, with one’s own view of God, goodness, and morality. They reject the notion of absolute truths. Each person is entitled to his or her own truth.
10. What happened to the non-believers as a result of what the Holy Spirit was doing in the lives of the believers?

The non-believers were convicted of their sin and they wanted to know, what they should do to end the predicament they were headed for. They were the ones asking for some kind of an altar call. They were convinced that something supernatural was going on based on the message of Peter.

 TRANSFORMING TRUTH

After Peter's powerful, Spirit-filled message, the people were deeply moved and asked, "What shall we do?" This is the basic question to ask. It is not enough to be sorry for our sins—we must let God forgive them; then we must live like forgiven people. Has God spoken to you through his Word or through the words of another believer? Remember: God didn't give his truth to merely provide more information; instead, he wants transformation. Like Peter's audience, ask God what you should do; then obey without delay.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
11.   How does our refusal to yield to the work of the Holy Spirit keep others from wanting to get saved?

We can be a stumbling block in a person’s life without knowing it.  Everyone who claims to be a follower of Christ is being watched the moment they make the declaration to be a Christian.  The world actually expects Christians to live and behave differently.  By us acting wrongly toward a boss, a supervisor, a co-worker or a friend, may cause someone else looking at us to be convinced the Holy Spirit is nowhere near our lives.  Our actions will overshadow any message that we try to offer to them. When we refuse to yield to the Holy Spirit, we are saying yes to something in our lives that is causing us and others to stumble.
12.  What did Peter say you had to do in order to receive the Holy Spirit? What have we added to the process?

Peter specifically said for us to repent and be baptized. We have added church membership, tarrying at prayer meetings, begging the Holy Spirit to come into us, and a number of other little doctrines depending on the church denomination.
READ  Acts 2:40-41 (Today's New International Version)   40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

13.  Do you think these 3000 were Christians at the end of the day? Do you think they all received the Holy Spirit?  Do you think they all spoke in tongues that day? Why or Why not.

Yes they were Christians at the end of the day. Yes they received the Holy Spirit. No they did not all speak in tongues. The bible tells us that they were added, which means they became part of the family.  The reason the first group of disciples had spoken in tongues is now over in that some of the 3,000 are part of the group they had preached to. Once they became believers, they received the promise of the Holy Spirit because that’s what happens when we give our lives to Christ.  Some of them may have later received tongues as one of the gifts of the spirit but all had the Holy Spirit.  We cannot confuse receiving tongues with the initial infilling of the Spirit..
14.   How can well tell the new believers were  moving from simply believing to being transformed?  See verses 42-47
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

The new believers were being transformed in that they developed a love for one another  while growing in  their desire for a knowledge of God. Loving God and loving each other  became their primary reason for living.  They were eager to learn and to put into practice what the disciples  had learned from Jesus.
15.  How are you bringing transformation into your home?
I’m dedicating myself to practice love in my home on a daily basis by controlling my irritability and anger.  Jesus is going to be my Lord rather than my time schedule being my lord.

LifeSharing & Pioneers Lesson 3  “The Holy Spirit Gets You In Trouble”
1.  Has the Holy Spirit ever troubled you to go back and make something right that you could have gotten away with it?  What did you do about it?
Yes. Once I stole some money from a family member as a kid.  That just kept coming back to me time and time again many years after the incident. I eventually went and confessed to the person and paid them back with interest. The person was delighted to get the money and had no idea that I had taken it. I felt free from the guilt that would pop up every now and then..
Peter and John had earlier been used by God to heal a crippled beggar. Word of the healing spread all over town and the disciples had become a type of celebrity. People were eager to hear what they had to say, but not everyone was happy about it.

Acts 4:1-4  1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.
2.  What would you be thinking if you were teaching or preaching about Jesus, only to have the local authorities throw you in jail for the night for your actions.  That night as you sat in the cold cell,  would you more likely  be grateful to God, angry with God,  or disappointed in God?  Why?
I’d probably be thinking what could I have done differently to have avoided being thrown into jail. I’d be hoping my wife would know where I am so that she would not be worrying needlessly through the night.  At this point in my life, I would be praying for God to use me even in this situation to make a difference in the life of someone.  There would have been a time when I probably would have been disappointed with God. I would have wanted God to show up and vindicate me on the spot.  I realize today more than ever, that God wants me to learn contentment in whatever state I found myself in.  Not everything is going to work out the way intended.
3. What does it do to your faith, when you do the right thing, and it ends up getting you into trouble?  Can you think of a Scripture passage that lets us know, that this is going to be the plight of every Christian at some point in time?
I’m recognizing more than ever, that that is the moment when God is the most glorified in my life.  Having to make difficult choices that lead to a loss is one of the tools that God uses to help us grow spiritually.
1 Peter 4:12-16 (Today's New International Version)Suffering for Being a Christian

 12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

 2 Timothy 3:11-12 (NIV) 
11 persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
Today, most Christians do not face outright persecution just for being Christians (although being a Christian is still against the law in some places in the world). Those who worship freely and unhindered should be deeply grateful. However, we should not assume that this verse does not apply to us. If we stand up for Christian values, we can expect opposition and hostility from the world. Based upon the testimony of countless believers who have lived before us, we can expect to meet with some form of persecution or resistance if we persist in living in obedience to Christ. Absence of persecution may not mean unfaithfulness, but if our lives as Christians never affect the world, we may have to question the depth of our commitment. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus.
Acts 4:5-12 (Today's New International Version)

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest's family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you do this?" 

    8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is  " 'the stone you builders rejected,  which has become the cornerstone.' [a]     12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved."
4.  Do you think it crossed the minds of Peter and John to start “The Peter & John Healing Ministries Inc.” after this miracle?   Why or why not?

No.  Peter and John were not interested in getting a following for themselves. Their goal was to point people to Jesus and Jesus alone.  They made it clear in Acts 3:12 that they did not have any power within themselves or had some power because of their own godliness.  I think they would be shocked at some of the bold assertions being made by Christian leaders today.
5.  How do you think you would handle the situation if God had you pray for a person in a wheel chair, and the person immediately stood up and started walking?  What affect would it have on your willingness to suffer things for God?  Would your role in the healing process increase, stay the same, or decrease each time you told how the miracle happened?
To be honest, I really don’t know how I would handle the situation.  I do know I would probably want to tell everyone I knew about what had happened.  I don’t know if it would be because of wanting to give God the glory, or if I wanted everyone to know how God had used me.  Somehow I almost feel that if God used me in that great capacity, I would expect a slight exemption from suffering. Surely if god used me to heal, God could deliver me from situations.   I’d have to be careful in keeping the facts in the story the same each time I told the story.  There would a be a temptation to look back earlier in the day for signs that a miracle was going to take place.  I would also want to avoid the danger of convincing myself that I had more to do with the miracle than was actually warranted.  It was God’s grace that did the healing and not my obedience in prayer.
6. In our lesson on tongues, we saw that being filled with the Spirit does not necessarily mean speaking in tongues. What is the purpose of Peter being filled with Holy Spirit in verse 8?
Peter was filled with Spirit in order to speak with courage and eloquence before the leaders. The leaders had expected a timid and broken response from Peter and John because they were unschooled and should have been afraid of them after a night in jail.  The Holy Spirit filled Peter so that it seemed as though the night in jail to teach them a lesson had done nothing to deter them in preaching about Jesus Christ.
7.  Peter puts the focus on Jesus Christ for the healing that occurred in the man’s life. Why is this so important for us to do anytime the Lord uses us in any capacity?

Our calling is to lift up the name of Jesus Christ. We need to recognize that we are never more than servants simply doing what the Lord tells us to do.  This keeps us from exalting ourselves over each other.  It also keeps us from having to be phonies in pretending we are walking at a spiritual realm we have not reached.  Just because the Lord uses us in completing a miracle, does not mean we have allowed the fruit of the Holy Spirit to be developed in our lives.  God is more interested in the fruit we are producing than in the ministry that we are building.  Unfortunately we have come to put the emphasis on building our ministry, rather than on building our lives as God would have us change.  God is just as impressed when we pick up a child to encourage him out of our love for God, as God is when we do what God asks us to do out of a love for God and a miracle follows.  The great thing God wants to do, doesn’t start in the future, it’s happening right now.
8.  Why had the religious leaders rejected Christ in their desire to know God? Why do we sometimes reject the work of Christ in our desire to know God?
They rejected Christ because it meant turning from a lifestyle they had come to trust in.  Jesus was demanding too much of a change in the way they had been doing business with people.  They recognized, that to follow Christ meant giving up some of the benefits and pleasures they had come to enjoy in life.  Jesus had issued several warnings to the leaders that were offensive to them.
Matthew 23:13-36 (NIV) 
13 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to. 
14 
15 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you are. 
16 "Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 
17 You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 
18 You also say, 'If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.' 
19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 
20 Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 
21 And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 
22 And he who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by the one who sits on it. 
23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law--justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 
24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 
25 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 
26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 
27 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean. 
28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 
29 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 
30 And you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 
31 So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 
32 Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers! 
33 "You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 
34 Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 
35 And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 
36 I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this generation. 

People reject Jesus’ work today because they know they are not ready to change their lifestyles.  It’s not that they don’t believe the truth.  They are not ready to have the truth applied to their situation.  There are some people who are convinced that they are good enough to stand before God on their own. These are usually people who do not want rules hindering their choices in life.  They define goodness using their own terms.
Read Acts 4:12 ]     12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved."

9. Peter is speaking about Jesus Christ in Acts 4:12.  Do you believe this statement is true, or do you think other religions which reject Jesus can still lead people into heaven? Why do you hold your position?

It is only natural for us to try to make as many ways as possible for people to go to heaven.  We all have friends, family members, and people we admire who are living apart from Christ.  We want them to go to heaven when they die.  We try to reduce going to heaven of our good deeds outweighing our bad deeds.  How much good would be enough to overcome the selfishness that is in all of our hearts?  How much good is enough to overcome rejecting God’s Son?  What kind of good does one do to cancel out an unforgiving heart?
Jesus is the one who said in John 14:6 “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Jesus' exclusive claim is unmistakable. It forces an unconditional response. Jesus invites people to accept or reject him, making it clear that partial acceptance is rejection. His self-description invalidates alternative plans of salvation. Some would say that a single way is entirely too restrictive. But that attitude fails to see the desperate state of the human condition. That there is a way at all is evidence of God's grace and love. The state of human rebellion can be seen in this: We are like people drowning at sea who are graciously thrown a life-saving rope but who respond by insisting that we deserve a choice of several ropes along with the option of swimming to safety if we so choose. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – John.
ONLY ONE WAY

Many people react negatively to the claim that salvation is found in Christ alone ("There is salvation in no one else!"). "How narrow-minded, exclusive, and arrogant!" is the common charge leveled against Christianity. But two facts are worth remembering: First, this is not something the church arbitrarily decided; it is the specific teaching of Jesus himself (John 14:6). Second, rather than reacting to the phrase, "in no one else," people would be better served to focus on the wonderful promise, "There is salvation." That is the good news of the gospel! God has provided a way for sinners to be forgiven and granted entrance into eternal life! To be sure, it is a narrow way (Luke 13:24), but it is a way nonetheless. If your cruise ship is sinking, it is foolish to remain on deck criticizing the emergency evacuation plan. The wiser course of action is to take a seat in the nearest lifeboat! Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
10.  What is it that keeps all people out of heaven, that Jesus provides to make entrance into heaven possible?

Jesus provides holiness and righteousness.  To stand in the presence of a Holy God requires that we be righteous. All sin is consumed in the presence of God. Jesus died a sinless and righteous life.  When we give our lives to Christ, we receive the righteousness of Christ.  We stand in God’s presence not because of our own goodness, but because we choose to agree with God, that only the righteousness of Christ gains us entrance into heaven. Christ has paid the penalty to remove our sins off of us . Without the work of Christ, our sin demands that God reject us even though God loved us.

Hebrews 10:8-10 (NIV) 
8 First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although the law required them to be made). 
9 Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11.  How do we know that Peter was not just giving his own opinion when he said that Jesus is the only name by which we must be saved?

In verse 8 we are told that Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit before he began speaking.  Even the rulers recognized that there was a power with Peter that they did not know and understand.
Acts 4:13-17 (Today's New International Version)

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 "What are we going to do with these men?" they asked. "Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name." 

12.   What did the infilling of the Holy Spirit  do to Peter and John in the eyes of the religious leaders?

It gave them authority and added protection. The religious leaders knew that something big would grow out of their message if they did not put an end to it. Unfortunately for the leaders, they could not contain the work the Holy Spirit had already begun.
13.  Why is it so important for us to have the fruits of the Spirit operating in our lives when it comes to witnessing for Jesus?

The fruits of the Spirit gives an authority to our message.  People at least know there has been a change in us if nowhere else.
14.   If the religious leaders could see the miracle standing before them, and they still did not believe, what does that tell us about people and miracles?
Miracles do not change people’s hearts. People will see what they want to see, and they will discredit the obvious to hold on to their positions. We can’t depend on miracles to gain a foothold for the kingdom.  Miracles need changed lives to have a convincing effect on people.
15.  Having spent a night in jail already, what would their warning to you to stop speaking  in the name of Jesus do to your zeal in preaching the gospel?
I don’t know. I wouldn’t be eagerly looking forward to going back to jail.
16. Fill in the blank with your name for what you desire to see happen.

Then______________ filled with the Holy Spirit_______________________!

Life-Sharing & Pioneers “The Holy Spirit & Possessions”  Acts 4:31-5:10

1.  When was a time you set a special amount or goal of money that you wanted to give to God simply out of love for God?

When I heard someone say they wanted to give a tithe one day that was  equivalent to their first full time job.  I looked forward to one day giving $9000 which was what I made at the time I heard that statement on the radio.  The other time we set aside a special amount was with our first new Life Campaign.
2.  Why do having possessions at times tend to work against us as Christians? What should be the Christian’s concept of ownership of possessions be?
Possessions demand that we use additional resources of time energy and money to take care of them.  The more possessions we accumulate, the more of a demand they have on our time and our allegiance.  Trying to serve God and money is futility.  A Christian’s concept of ownership should be, all that I have is simply on loan to me from God, and God has the right to call for it at any time God so chooses.
1 Timothy 6:6-10 & 17-19 (NIV) 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 
8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 
9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. …….17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 
19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

Acts 4:31-35 (Today's New International Version) 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 

3.   Why do you think the believers are of one heart and mind in this passage? 

It is because they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Everyone was saying yes to the will of God for their lives.
4. What do you think their primary goal is in this idea of sharing everything they had?
They wanted to make sure that there was not a needy person among them. They were putting the fruits of the Spirit in action in their lives.  Love for God and love for each other was probably the motivating factor behind their eagerness to share. They were combining their faith with their actions.
5. Imagine next Sunday service in which a person stands up and prophesies, “God wants us all to yield all of our possessions to Him next week after church.”  What thoughts go through your mind?

Who is this person prophesying and what is it that the person is after?  What exactly does he mean by yield all our possessions to Him next week?  My initial reaction will probably be skeptical.
6.  What is frightening about being filled with Holy Spirit when it comes to possessions?

We do not know when God will ask us to give something away.  God will ask us to give not taking into account what our plans may be for our future with our money or possessions.  We say our stuff belongs to God, but we most definitely do not want God to ask to use it or take it from us.
7.  Do you think there was a connection between the spiritual power in the church and the willingness of the members to be generous givers?  Why Or Why Not?
Yes. Spiritual power and authority comes from a transformed life.  A person cannot be fully transformed without being set free from  the need and desire to have more and more possessions.  The more generous a church becomes, the more God entrusts to it so that I can become even more generous.   Too many possessions ties us to closely to the world and still our energy and resources from the kingdom of God.
8.  What is the real reason most believers never mature to the point of becoming tithers of giving God 10% of their income?  How does it kill the work of the Holy Spirit?

People do not give 10% because they choose not to give it. If God were to double their income, they would still say they could not afford to tithe because of other obligations.  Tithing is never about the amount of money.  It’s about the size of the heart and the standard of living we require for ourselves. The amount of money involved in tithing never changes. It is fair to everyone.   It involves faith to believe that God will keep His word to you in providing for your needs.  Why people believe that God could heal them if they got cancer, but couldn’t take care of them if they tithed is far beyond my understanding.
Refusing to tithe kills the work of the Holy Spirit because it destroys the unity of the Spirit in our giving. It limits our ability to fund ministries that can help the church to grow. It keeps us from ministering to people who have genuine needs. The bible teaches that God Loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:6-9 (NIV) 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 

The biggest obstacle that people have to overcome in order to give is worry. What if I will not have enough money next year for my retirement? What if some emergency comes up? What if I lose my job? These verses reassure the Corinthians that God is able to meet all their needs. He is the Almighty. He owns all of the world; moreover, he blesses those who give back to him.

Paul emphasized all in this verse. Christians who give back to God will lack nothing. God's favor—his grace—will be showered on people who give. They will have everything they need in the various situations in which they find themselves. In the Old Testament, God even invited the Israelites "to test" him in this. If they brought all the required tithes to him, God promised to "throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that [they] will not have room enough for it" (Malachi 3:10 niv).

The purpose of God's overwhelming blessing is always to equip his people to do every good work. This text doesn't imply that Christian giving is a contract with God, where the one who gives gets. Instead, it says that God will provide whatever a Christian needs to do good. Thus, in the end, a Christian's good works will bring praise and glory to God

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – 1 & 2 Corinthians.
Ananias and Sapphira  Acts 5
 1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.     3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God."    5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.     7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?"        "Yes," she said, "that is the price."     9 Peter said to her, "How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of those who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."     10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 

9.  Why do you think God has put this true story in the Bible?

I think God put this here to show us that God knows exactly what we are doing in every area of our lives including out giving. This story is a warning to us whenever we try to deceive the Holy Spirit in any area of our lives.  God has a way of bringing the truth to the fore front.  God has the power to expose us in ways that we did not think possible.
10.  What are some principles we can learn about the Holy Spirit from this passage?

1. The Holy Spirit is God and is all knowing.  2. The Holy Spirit can speak to others about any topic. 3. The Holy Spirit will act for the good of the church. 4. The Holy Spirit can heal and bring about death.
11.  Why are money and possessions such a temptation to lead to cold hearts?  
We quit trusting God for our future because of the fear of not having enough, a fear of being ripped off, and a fear of becoming poor.  We push the immediate pain of others away in order to prevent what we see as a possible future pain for ourselves.   But then we are confronted with the following passage of Scripture.
1 John 3:16-18 (NIV) 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 
3:17-18.NRSV These verses give an example of how believers can lay down their lives for others—to help those in need with their worldly goods. Seldom will believers be called upon to experience martyrdom for another. However, every day they will face needy people whom they ought to be willing to help if they have the resources to do so; most people have more than they need. This parallels James's teaching (James 2:14-17): Believers should be willing to help a brother or sister in need. Believers should respond to God's love for them by loving others, putting others' needs before their ownership of the world's goods.
Talk is cheap, so unsubstantiated claims (mere word or speech) are worthless. Faith not accompanied by love for others (shown in truth and action) is worthless. Anyone can claim to have faith, but if his or her lifestyle remains selfish and worldly, then what good are the words and speeches? True love expressed in action is the fruit of a living faith. If a person claims to be a believer, has possessions to offer, sees a brother or sister in need, and still refuses to help, that person shows a lack of God's love.
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12. What is God going to say to you about how you gave financially to the work of ministry? Are you continually being transformed in your giving patterns or do you hold on to much more than you surrender away?
