Life Sharing Lesson 1  “The First Family-Authority”

Genesis 1:26-28   Genesis 3:16-19  Ephesians 5:21-6:4
1. What do you think of when you hear the word authority?

I think that someone has been invested with the power to make certain decisions over others or in a specific given situation.  The one receiving the authority is answerable to the one having given the authority.
Genesis 1:26-28 26 Then God said, "Let us make human beings in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, [a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground."     27 So God created human beings in his own image,        in the image of God he created them;  male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground." (TNIV)
2.  What can we learn about authority and how God intended for it to be used in this passage?  Who exactly is being given authority?
The authority that human beings received over the animals and planet came from God.  The authority was to be used in the way that  God would make decisions concerning creation. Human beings are created in the image of God so that they could have authority to rule. The authority was given to males and females since God gave the authority to human beings.  
3.  What are the role distinctions we see between males and females in this passage in regards to authority?

There are no role distinctions evident yet in this part of creation. God blessed the males and females.  God told the males and females to be fruitful and increase in number.  God told them both to rule over the life found on this planet.
In chapter 3 of Genesis we have the story of Adam and Eve following the advice of Satan and disobeying God. The very oneness that God had intended for Adam and Eve to share is shattered as Adam seeks to put the blame for his behavior on Eve and on God as well.  God  then pronounces a judgment on Adam and Eve to let them know how the presence of sin in their lives would alter their relationships to each other and to the world.
Genesis 3:16-19 (Today's New International Version)

16 To the woman he said,   "I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;  with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." 

    17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,'  "Cursed is the ground because of you;  through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,  and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground,  since from it you were taken;  for dust you are  and to dust you will return.
4.  Based on verse 16, do you think it was God’s original desire for a woman to have pains in childbirth?  Since this is part of the judgment, do you think it’s wrong to give a woman medicine to ease the pain in childbirth? Why or why not.

Since God is saying here are the results of your disobedience, then if they had not of disobeyed these things would not have happened. Pain in childbirth was not part of the original plan of God for women. All of our lives as Christians is to work to undo the effects of sin in our lives. One of the results of disobedience is death.  If it were wrong to try to remove pain from childbirth, it would be wrong to take medicine that would prevent our dying. God does not say, this is what you must endure.  
5. Do you think Adam ruled over Eve prior to the fall based on verse 16?  Why do you think we have this statement to Eve “he will rule over you” rather than a command to Adam “rule over your wife”?  Is there a bible verse that tells husbands to rule over their wives?
There is nothing to suggest that Adam was ruling over Eve prior to the fall.  It would not make much sense for God to say here is a consequence of your behavior, if the consequence had already been in effect.  It seems as though God is telling Eve, the nature of your relationship has changed in that you will still have a desire for your husband, but now he is going to seek control over you.  Originally in chapter 3, the role of Eve was to be that of a “helper” to Adam.  The Hebrew word for help is the same word used for God as being our helper.  It does not imply a subordinate position for Eve.  However now that sin is in the world, because Adam is the stronger of the two, he will seek to impose his will on Eve.  We do not have a bible verse in which a man is commanded to rule over his wife.  We find in 1 Corinthians 11:3 the following:
3 But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, [a] and the head of Christ is God       But the word here is not a word for ruling over. It is the word meaning source such as the source of a river. This is not a command given to men to rule over women.    Paul goes on to make the argument that ultimately in the Lord, men and women are still interdependent on each other.

1 Corinthians 9:11-2
11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God.

6. Adam was told from now on, he would have to work hard to get his food out of the ground. Do you think it is wrong for us to make farming easier for a man so that he could escape some of the effects of the course? Why or Why not.

This goes back to question 4. As a result of sin, getting food was going to become a major chore in life.  God gave us minds to assist us in coming up with ways to be more productive in our labor.  God never said, “you must always be under this punishment and never do a thing to lighten it.”  Our goal for our families isn’t to build models based on the curse, but to use models that were in effect before the curse came into being.
Genesis 3:21-24 (Today's New International Version)

21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove them out, he placed on the east side [a] of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

7.  How do you think the presence of sin affected Adam and Eve’s relationship to each other right after the fall in the garden?  
 The oneness they shared was immediately broken. Instead of standing together as a team, Adam sought to blame Eve for the predicament he had willingly participated in. Adam did not even try to protect Eve in giving an account to God for what had happened in eating the forbidden fruit.  Adam did all he could to look good not only blaming Eve, but also blaming God for giving Eve to Him.  He demonstrated a self centeredness that had not been there before.  Adam and Eve could no longer trust each other. They no longer felt comfortable being naked physically with each other. This probably was a result of the loss of the level of trust on the emotional and spiritual level.  Their  former full acceptance of each other was no longer there. First they were trying to hide from God, now they have started hiding things from each other.  They had a change in the role relationships they had with each other.  Before getting food was not based on who was the stronger of the two.  Now strength was going to play a major factor in being able to get things to eat. They no longer had a place to call home since they were removed from Eden.  They lost their spiritual connection with God as a couple and probably lost it with each other for the time being.
In the New Testament, instead of the emphasis being on authority, the emphasis is on submission. What is unique is that everyone is told to submit to each other, and then it is spelled out in different ways.
Ephesians 5:21-6:4 (Today's New International Version)

Instructions for Christian Households

 21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

    22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

    25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing [a] her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, people have never hated their own bodies, but they feed and care for them, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." [b] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 "so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." [c] 

    4 Fathers, [d] do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord
8.  What do you think it means in verse 21 for believers to submit themselves to each other?

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.NIV This is the last participial phrase flowing out of being filled with the Spirit and functions to introduce verses 22-33. People often misunderstand the concept of submitting to another person. It does not mean becoming totally passive. Christ—at whose name "every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth" (Philippians 2:10 niv)—submitted his will to the Father, and we honor Christ by following his example. When we submit to God, we become more willing to obey his command to submit to others, that is, to subordinate our rights to theirs. In Paul's day, women, children, and slaves were to submit to the head of the family—slaves would submit until they were freed, male children until they grew up, and women and girls their whole lives. Paul emphasized the equality of all believers in Christ (Galatians 3:28), but he counseled all believers to submit to one another by choice. This kind of mutual submission preserves order and harmony.

Submission provides evidence that we have Spirit-controlled relationships, and it requires the Holy Spirit's guidance and restraint (4:2-3). In the church, the believers should be willing to learn from, serve, give to, or be corrected by others in the fellowship. Such submission can allow growth both individually and corporately as the believers seek to follow Christ. Our motives should be "reverence" (literally, "fear") for Christ. We should not treat one another rightly just because it is expected or because we will be well regarded but because one day we must give account to Christ of how we have lived.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
SUBMISSION

This verse acts as a hinge between the preceding verses that deal with wisdom and living under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and the following verses, which consider the relationships between husbands and wives and Christ and the church. In 5:21, Paul says that the one who is filled with the Spirit not only reflects God's goodness in speech and attitudes but also manifests it in willingness to submit to others out of reverence for Christ.

Submission often has unpleasant implications for modern Christians, perhaps because this principle has been abused in the past and has been used to justify overbearing and self-serving behavior. But Jesus was willing to submit to the will of his Father and to the agonies of the cross. "Submission" is not a bad word. How do you respond to the idea of submitting to others? Are you willing to place the interests and desires of others ahead of your own in Jesus' name

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
Submission is a voluntary choice to humble one’s self in the presence of another for the cause of Christ. It is an attitude with the ultimate desire being bringing glory to Jesus Christ.
9.  What do you think it means for a wife to submit herself to her husband?

Submission in the church should follow from submission in the home. The home, the foundation for relationships and personal growth, must be an example of peaceful submission. In a marriage relationship, both husband and wife are called to submit. The relationships between husbands and wives are a microcosm of the larger picture of church relationships.

	Paul spoke first to the wives, explaining that they were to submit voluntarily to their 
husbands as to the Lord.  The words "as to the Lord" mean "as is fitting to the Lord."
 This does not mean that the husband is "lord" over the wife. Our concept of 
submission must come from that which exists between Christ and the church:
 Christ loves the church, and she submits to him. Christian marriage involves
 Mutual  submission,  subordinating our personal desires for the good of the
 loved one and submitting ourselves to Christ as Lord. The wife's submission to
 her husband is one way that she can demonstrate her submission
 to Christ. She does this voluntarily out of love for her husband and for Christ


Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
IT TAKES BOTH

Having established the principle of Spirit-led submission as an obligation for all Christians, Paul next illustrated how this principle was to be lived out in the home. He called upon wives to submit to their husbands as to the Lord. This should not be taken to mean that wives are to be doormats, allowing their husband to walk over them; nor are they to be silent partners, wordlessly carrying out their husband's directives. It means that wives are to willingly support their husband's leadership—not balking or undermining him. They are to be active participants in the challenging task of running a Christian home. They are to do everything they can to encourage and support their husbands' leadership in the home, but not blindly or unquestioningly. When the husband is in error or even in outright sin, it is the wife's responsibility to lovingly confront him, pointing him back to the lordship of Christ as the ultimate authority. It takes both partners to make a Christian marriage and home. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
10.   What do you think it means for a husband to love his wife as Christ loved the church?
Perhaps the greatest weakness in teaching on marriage in the church has been the failure to emphasize what it means for a husband to love his wife as Christ loved the church. We have so emphasized the husband being the leader, that we have forgotten the call to love sacrificially on a daily basis. For a husband to love his wife as Christ loves the church means that not only does he make her number one in his life, she knows and feels like he has made her wellbeing the number one priority in his life.
Paul also had words for husbands—to love their wives. Why did Paul tell wives to "submit" and husbands to "love"? Perhaps Christian women, newly freed in Christ, found submission difficult; perhaps Christian men, used to the Roman custom of giving unlimited power to the head of the family, were not used to treating their wives with sacrificial respect and love. Of course, both husbands and wives should submit to each other (5:21) just as both should love each other. Thus, "submission" reaffirms the new covenant of equality as well as the affirmation of marriage in which the partners voluntarily and joyously submit in order to seek each other's best.

Some Christians have thought that Paul was negative about marriage because of his counsel in 1 Corinthians 7:32-38. These verses in Ephesians, however, show a high view of marriage. Here marriage is not a practical necessity or a cure for lust but a picture of the relationship between Christ and his church! Husbands are called to love their wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. That Christ "gave himself" indicates a sacrificial, substitutionary surrendering of himself to death. Christ sacrificed himself for the church because of his love for it. Husbands, then, should be ready to make whatever sacrifices are necessary for their wives. Marriage is a holy union, a living symbol, a precious relationship that needs tender, self-sacrificing care. How should a man love his wife? (1) He should be willing to sacrifice everything for her. (2) He should make her well-being of primary importance. (3) He should care for her as he cares for his own body. No wife needs to fear submitting to a man who treats her in this way.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
11. Why would this commandment to husbands come as shock to the society in which they were living?

Men were so use to treating women as property, that to consider their wives in such high esteem was unheard of in the first century.  This passage of Scripture was as revolutionary in the first century as it is today.  It says women do not exist for the pleasure of men but to be honored and sacrificed for by men. 
12. What does mutual submission look like for a husband and wife who have a big decision to make in which they are in disagreement?

1. The first thing to consider is have both heard the honest concerns of the other person’s position. 2. Is this a decision that must be made today or can it be put off for a while to have more time to compromise?  3. Is this decision truly in the best interest of the family? 4. What is going to be the consequence of not making this decision?  5. Have they spent time in prayer together over this and sought prayer from others? 6.  Have they both been willing to submit to the desire of the other person? 7. Have they evaluated the consequences of what choosing one course of action is going to do to the health of the marriage?  8.  What role is self playing in each of the parties? 9. What path is going to lead you closer to the family God wants you to be.
13.  Is it easier to deny one’s self out of a choice to be submissive, or to deny one’self because this is how Christ  showed his love for the church and you are called to imitate Christ?

I don’t know if its easier to submit to a husband or to love a wife as Christ loved the church.  They both involve dying to self on behalf of another.  I do know that both of them are difficult to do.
14.  According to Ephesians 5:31 what is the goal of mutual submission?

31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." [a
The goal of mutual submission is to restore the oneness in the relationship that the presence of sin destroyed back in the garden.  God intended for there to be a true unity in the home between a husband and wife in which they could fully depend upon and trust each other to look out for the couple’s well being.
15.   According to this passage  how do children submit to parents and parents submit to children?

Continuing the theme of Christian submission, Paul turned next to children. He assumed that children would be in the congregation of believers as this letter was read. By even addressing them—a segment of society that was considered to be virtually without rights—Paul elevated them and invested them with dignity and worth unheard of in the Roman world at the time. His command to them is simple: Obey your parents in the Lord. This is not an absolute command; when a parent tells a child to do something unbiblical, immoral, or unethical, the law of God supersedes the will of the parent. But aside from those extremes, children are to obey their mothers and fathers. This is the way God intends it. It's easy to see the immediate practical benefits of this for both children and parents because parents usually really do know best.

The Greek word for children (tekna) refers to young children living at home (see also Colossians 3:20, where the same word is used). The word "obey" conveys a stronger demand than the submission required of wives (5:22). God requires children to obey because children need to rely on the wisdom of their parents. Jesus himself submitted to the authority of his earthly parents, despite his authority as the Messiah (Luke 2:51). All young children will, at times, disobey and test their parents' limits. As they get older, they will understand why God wants them to obey. Obedience that recognizes parents' authority can carry over into recognizing God's authority. God's plan for his people includes solid family relationships where there exists respect, obedience, submission, and love for one another. When both parents and children love God, all of them will seek to obey and please him.

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
Parental discipline should help children learn, not exasperate and provoke them to anger. In Colossians 3:21, Paul gave the same advice, adding that if children are disciplined in unloving and irresponsible ways, they may become discouraged and resentful. In families of Paul's day, the father had full legal rights over his children and often ran his household with rigid control. In Jewish families, the fathers were responsible for the education of the children. Paul did not have to establish the fathers' authority; rather, his aim was to set the limits on harsh treatment. Parenting is not easy—it takes lots of patience to raise children in a loving, Christ-honoring manner. But frustration and anger should not be causes for discipline. Parents can remove the exasperating effect of their discipline by avoiding nagging, labeling, criticizing, or dominating. Don't goad your children into resenting you. Paul wrote specifically to fathers because, in that culture, fathers were the absolute head of the home, with complete control and authority. For Paul to say that they needed to treat their children as human beings and consider their feelings was revolutionary. As Christ changed the way husbands and wives related, so he changed the way parents and children related.

 

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
16.  What can you do to practice more submission in your home?
I can look for more ways to help out in the little things.

Life-Sharing Lesson 2  What’s Hiding In The Closet
Genesis 37:1-35

1. What’s one thing you can remember as a kid hiding in the closet, and why were you hiding it?
 I hid a baseball glove  in the closet because I had stolen it. I needed time  to come up with a story on why it was mine.
2.   Why do we attempt to hide things from God? Why do we hide family secrets?
We attempt to hide things from God because 1) we don’t want to admit what we are doing is sin, 2) we don’t want to stop what we are doing, 3) we think God does not know or us is unable or unwilling to do something about it.    We hide family secrets to make others think we are a “normal family.”  We do not want others to look down upon us or to think that we somehow do not measure up.  We hide family secrets because we want to protect certain members of the family or reputations of certain family members.  Many times, some form of pride is at the root of family secrets.
Genesis 37:18-24

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 18 But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.     19 "Here comes that dreamer!" they said to each other. 20 "Come now, let's kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we'll see what comes of his dreams." 

    21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. "Let's not take his life," he said. 22 "Don't shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don't lay a hand on him." Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.     23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the richly ornamented robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it.

3.  What sin had been hiding in Joseph and his brother’s family?
The sin of favoritism which led to the sin of anger and resentment.  Joseph’s father Jacob had shown special favor to Joseph because of whom Joseph’s mother was whose name was Rachel.  She had died on the way to Jacob finding a home.  His children were the result of him having 4 wives.  Only one of the 4 wives was truly loved by Jacob and that was Joseph’s mother.  Jacob openly displayed his favoritism of Joseph by providing him with the unique  coat of many colors.  There was the sin of jealousy and competition among the wives themselves. Who could give Jacob the most sons? Who could win his heart away from Rachel now that she was dead? Who was going to inherit this vast amount of wealth that Jacob owned.
4.   What role did favoritism or preference play in your family growing up?
It was obvious to us that John was the favorite among the kids.  He could get our parents to say yes to things when we couldn’t. We therefore made John the official ambassador for going to our parents to ask for permission to do things or to get things. We tried to use the favoritism to our advantage.  The preference in our family was that the oldest person was held responsible for most of the chores being done.  Even when the younger kids reached the age at which the oldest had begun doing chores, the younger ones were still not required to do the work, that the oldest had done at their age.
5.  How do we unknowingly contribute to pain in people’s families when it comes to  their children?

We can do it by complimenting one child on looks and beauty while completely ignoring another?  We can do it by comparing kids in the family with something as simple as saying are you going to be as smart as your sister in school.  We can do it by not allowing each child to have a position without connecting it to someone in their family.  To be Bobby’s sister instead of Mary, or to be John’s brother instead of Tom can cause pain in a family in which the rivalry and dislike between siblings can be great.  Some kids hate being told, you look just like your brother or sister.  We can do it by inviting one kid to an event and leaving another one out without an explanation of why.  We can do it by bragging about one child in the family but never having much to say about the others.
6.    What do you think it would have been like to have  had Jacob as a father?     How had Jacob’s past, influenced him as a father these many years later. (See chapter 29 of Genesis).

 I think if your were Benjamin or Joseph,  Jacob would have been a wonderful father. He was always bragging about the two of you being the son of his old age, and the sons of the woman he had really loved.  He probably gave them as much time as they wanted.  Joseph’s brothers were old enough to see how Jacob treated their mothers so differently from Rachel.  They probably saw Jacob as a colder and more distant father.
In Genesis 29, Joseph had fallen in love with Rachel and wanted to marry her.  He agreed to work 7 years for her to be his wife.  He worked the 7 years only to be tricked by her father, and was forced to marry her sister Leah instead.  The other wives had been the servants of Leah and Rachel whom they gave to Jacob as  wives in order to see which of the two sisters would produce the most sons for Jacob.  Leah was always fighting her sister in one way or another to win the affection of Jacob. It got to the point where Rachel determined who could have sex with Jacob and who could not.  Rachel died in childbirth with Benjamin on the way to the land of Canaan.  She never  lived with the family once they left her father’s house.
25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 

    26 Judah said to his brothers, "What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 27 Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood." His brothers agreed.     28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels [a] of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.     29 When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He went back to his brothers and said, "The boy isn't there! Where can I turn now?" 

7.  Why are the brothers so willing to sell Joseph?  What can we learn from them in handling negative emotions?

The brothers give way to their envy and jealousy.  They just want Joseph out of their lives.  We can see that when bitterness takes root in our hearts, it leads us to do some pretty unthinkable kind of things.  There is no compassion whatsoever shown for their brother, and they do not even care about the misery and suffering that may be Joseph’s for the rest of his life.  It is better to forgive and let go of things than allow the bitterness and anger turn you into a monster without compassion.
8.   Why does Reuben have a different viewpoint than the rest of his brothers?

Rueben is the oldest of the brothers and he has the ability to look at the big picture.  He may not have a great love for Joseph, but he does think about what losing Joseph would do to their father Jacob. For their father’s sake, he was willing to try to return Joseph safely back to him.
9.  How does getting even, backfire on the brothers?
 In the short run, they are going to have to come up with a lie to maintain their relationship to their father. If Jacob knew what they had done, he would probably have never forgiven them.   In the long run, in about 13 years they will come face to face with their brother Joseph only then he will be the second in command in Egypt. They will be bowing down to Joseph and asking him for mercy. Joseph will be in the position of determining whether they live or die or whether they become slaves.
   31 Then they got Joseph's robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 They took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, "We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son's robe."     33 He recognized it and said, "It is my son's robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces."     34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. "No," he said, "in mourning will I go down to the grave to my son." So his father wept for him.

10.    Why do the brothers go through this elaborate scheme of deception with their father?
This scheme is the best cover-up they could come up with, because they knew they were wrong in what they had done.  They also know that their actions are inexcusable. Joseph may have done more bragging about the future than he should have, but not even that rose to the level of betrayal and being sold as a slave.  The brothers also did not want to come under their father’s wrath and being disinherited by their father.  It is amazing how sin will take us far deeper into a situation than we ever intended to go, and it will tie its chains around us far longer than we intended to be involved with it. At the time, selling their brother seemed to be a much better  alternative than letting him die in a cistern.  They forgot that it was unjust for them to have put him in the cistern in the first place. A lesser evil is still an evil when we could have prevented both evils to start with when they came about by our own choices.
11.  What do you think it was like for the brothers to watch their father in pain for days mourning a dead son who was still alive?

Some of the brothers may have wanted to hurt their father because of the hurt they had experienced from him.  It’s been said that hurting people, hurt people.  But at some point they may have felt some guilt and remorse for what they had done. It would have been hard for them to offer genuine consolation to their father while keeping this family secret hidden.
12.  Do you think the brothers  eventually got what they wanted from their father in getting rid of Joseph?

Probably not.  Jacob was probably not the same man he was before losing Joseph. Instead of turning his attention to the other brothers, he probably focused on Benjamin who was the last reminder of his former wife Rachel.  It got to the point in which they even testified of Jacob’s love for Benjamin in the following passage in Genesis 44
Genesis 44:27-34 (NIV) 
27 "Your servant my father said to us, 'You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One of them went away from me, and I said, "He has surely been torn to pieces." And I have not seen him since. 29 If you take this one from me too and harm comes to him, you will bring my gray head down to the grave in misery.' 30 "So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father and if my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy's life, 31 sees that the boy isn't there, he will die. Your servants will bring the gray head of our father down to the grave in sorrow. 32 Your servant guaranteed the boy's safety to my father. I said, 'If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my life!' 33 "Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord's slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 
34 How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come upon my father." 

The brothers had severely hurt their father once.  They apparently did not want to do the same thing all over again.
13.  What kind of effect do you think hiding their actions in the closet had on their relationships to each other?    How do you think it affected their relationship to their younger brother Benjamin who was Joseph’s full brother?
It may have drawn them closer to each other. Secrets can sometimes do that.  It may have made them suspicious of each other in that “what if one of them ever cracked and told the truth of what had happened.”  They probably felt guilt toward Benjamin and treated him far better than they had ever treated Joseph. It would have been interesting to know if Benjamin and Joseph had favored each other.
14.  What advice would you give to Joseph’s brothers to rebuild their relationship as a family?

I’d have them talk openly and honestly about how they felt about what they had done. I’d encourage them to forgive their father, to forgive Joseph, and to forgive themselves. I’d encourage them to get into a solid relationship with God and to learn from the wrong they had done.
15. How can things we hide in the closet come back to hurt us in our families?
We are not able to the future and what it will bring. In one family, the oldest daughter had a baby as a teen, but the parents raised the child as their own. It was a family secret that the oldest daughter had given birth. She always referred to her daughter as her sister.  When the baby grew up into a teen, she was very rebellious and screamed constantly at her  grandmother.  The actual mother had left home and married not telling her husband of the  birth as a teen.  In one rather bad argument the teen  told her  grandmother whom she thought was her mother, “I hate you and I wish you were not my mother.”  The teen was shocked when she heard the reply, “I’m not your mother, your sister is.”   This opening of the family secret led to a host of problems for everyone involved.

16.  Is there anyone in your family that you need to forgive for a wrong you felt by them or because of them?
Life-Sharing Lesson 3 “The Kitchen Working Together”
Luke 22:24-30

1.  What are all the jobs that need to take place to have a wonderful successful meal together in the home?    
1) working to get money for groceries 2) purchasing groceries 3) putting away groceries 4) getting out the pots and pans 5) cooking the meal 6) setting the table 7) getting everyone to the table 8) saying grace  9) serving the meal 10) positive conversations 11) eating the meal  12) saying thanks complimenting the cook, 13) clearing the table 14) washing the dishes  15) cleaning the kitchen 16) putting away the dishes
2.   How were the jobs around the kitchen distributed in your home?

1) Mom and Dad worked, 2) Mom usually cooked and set the table, 3) grace was said individually except on big days 4) Kids usually washed the dishes, wiped the tables and cleaned the floors  5) Dad usually ate and got up
3.  What are some of the factors that cause us to not work together?

1) Laziness, 2) Not realizing we could be of help, 3) not being appreciative of the efforts of others 4) selfishness  5) feelings of entitlement, thinking we deserve to be served  6) lack of humility 7) Being caught in our own little world 8) thinking I already did my part.
Luke 22:24-30 (Today's New International Version)

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest.NRSV The most important event in human history was about to take place, and the disciples were still arguing about their prestige in the kingdom! Reading about this dispute, you may say, "This was no time to worry about status." But the disciples, wrapped up in their own concerns, did not perceive what Jesus had been trying to tell them about his approaching death and resurrection. The disciples had already had this discussion (9:46), and Jesus had told them that they should be like children—the least among them would be the greatest (9:48). As before, they were either ignoring his words about his death or wondering who would take over when Jesus died.

In this private moment with Christ, first Judas, then the rest of the disciples portrayed the two pitfalls the church has to face. The first pitfall involves betrayal, defection, and apostasy—as portrayed by Judas's betrayal of Jesus. The second pitfall is individual striving for power—as exemplified in the disciples seeking promotion, recognition, and self-acclaim. To avoid these pitfalls, Christians must stay loyal to Christ and serve him sacrificially and humbly.

 

	LIFE APPLICATION

TRUE GREATNESS

	Most people occasionally dream of being great in the eyes of the world. In those dreams, they imagine themselves as famous, wealthy, powerful, sought-after. Perhaps they see themselves having meetings with presidents and prime ministers, shielding their eyes from the glare of the television cameras, capturing the attention of the world through their accomplishments and reputation. There is nothing wrong about having such dreams, of course, but Jesus' definition of greatness has very little to do with any of that. Jesus said greatness is defined in terms of servanthood and humility—quite a contrast from the world's idea. If by God's grace you attain any greatness in the eyes of the world, thank him for it. But never forget that those who are great in God's eyes are those who forget about themselves and give themselves away to others in Jesus' name.


22:25-26 But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves."NRSV The world's system of leadership varies greatly from leadership in God's kingdom. Worldly leaders are often selfish and arrogant as they claw their way to the top. Benefactor was a title used in the Greek and Roman societies for princes, Roman emperors, and the gods. It was a reciprocal relationship in that the clients who received support from the benefactors were required to recognize their authority and give public adulation to the benefactor. But among Christians, the leader is to be the one who serves best. There are different styles of leadership—some lead through public speaking, some through administering, some through relationships. Whatever the style, every Christian leader needs a servant's heart.

Jesus immediately corrected their attitudes, for they would be unable to accomplish their mission if they did not love and serve one another. There would be a big difference between the kingdoms they saw in the world and God's kingdom, which they had not yet experienced. In Gentile kingdoms of the world, people's greatness depended on their social standing, place in the family line (such as being the eldest), or family name. Jesus explained, however, that his kingdom would be like nothing they had ever experienced.

 

	LIFE APPLICATION

LEADERSHIP

	Who do you think of as being a great leader? A political figure, perhaps, or a military general or head coach of a sports team? No doubt there are many in those fields who command people's respect and attention. But Jesus said that leadership is not primarily a matter of getting people to jump when ordered. Instead, he said a leader is to be a servant. It's true that not everyone will respect or even understand servant leadership, but Jesus never promised that faithfulness to God would be popular—only rewarded. What is your leadership style? Do you expect those under your authority to serve you, or do you serve them? Jesus' model is clear: true leadership is servant leadership.


22:27 "For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves."NRSV The answer to Jesus' question is obvious—the one who is at the table is greater than the one who serves. But Jesus turned everything upside down. He was by far the greatest, for he was God himself. But he did not come to sit at the table and be served; he came as one who serves. Greatness is determined by servanthood. The truly great leader places his or her needs last, as Jesus exemplified: "Just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:28 nrsv, see also Matthew 23:8-12; Mark 10:45). Jesus was the Son of God, but his glory was hidden in the form of a servant who would pay the ultimate price to serve others: He would give his life.

Because Jesus served, his disciples must also seek to serve, not seek to occupy better positions. Being a "servant" did not mean occupying a servile position; rather, it meant having an attitude of life that freely attended to others' needs without expecting or demanding anything in return. An attitude of service brings true greatness in God's kingdom

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Luke.
4.  What’s the connection between “thinking one is great” and “conflict with others.”

When you think you are great, you come to think that you are entitled to certain actions and behaviors from other people. Slowly but surely, they are viewed as servants whose primary job is to keep you happy. Others may not perceive you as great or as entitled to their services for free.  This causes conflict and resentment to enter in.
5.  What keeps us from being servants to one another in our homes?
We have thought of love as being a feeling we have for one another, rather than a way of living and acting  toward each other.  We think getting my way is the way to be truly happy in life.  We would much rather be served, than to serve. We do not truly appreciate each other in the way God desires.  The natural thing is for those who are stronger or  have more authority to instruct those weaker or under them to do as they are told.  Ultimately at the heart of it all is our sinful nature.  We have to move beyond thinking of how to please ourselves, to how to have a happier and healthier home.  That is often going to involve making sacrifices and doing things we rather not do.  But someone has to take the lead in the process.  Sometimes some will even take advantage of us, but we must remember how often we have taken advantage of the goodness of God in our lives.
6.   Part of the reason there is conflict in working together is because someone is usually just plain lazy.  As you grew up, were you a) the one who initiated a chore that needed to be done, b) came alongside after the chore was started or c) stayed of site until the chore was done or as long as you could get away with it? 
I was the one who initiated a chore  that needed to be done. But sometimes I waited until my mother said, “the yards need cleaning” or something similar. My brothers took their cue from me as to when to actually get started on something.
Read Proverbs Proverbs 26:13-16 (NLT) 13 The lazy person claims, “There’s a lion on the road! Yes, I’m sure there’s a lion out there!” 14 As a door swings back and forth on its hinges, so the lazy person turns over in bed. 15 Lazy people take food in their hand but don’t even lift it to their mouth. 16 Lazy people consider themselves smarter than seven wise counselors. 

7.  What happens in a house filled with lazy people and how does laziness contribute to the strife in a home?

A house filled with lazy people is usually a house that is a royal mess when it comes to cleanliness and being straightened up.  Laziness makes those who are not lazy, feel as though they are being used.  They want to quit working until the other person does his or her part.  That usually means that nothing is going to get done.  Resentment becomes a part of the family’s atmosphere.  This is especially true when the lazy person appears to receive just as much as the person who truly has worked hard. Lazy people want others to quickly forget that the lazy person did not do his/her fair share. This can lead to anger in the lazy person who thinks others are being unfair to him or her by holding on to grudges.  Very few lazy people see themselves as lazy.  They are planning to get around to doing what needs to be done, but always at a later time and date.
8.  What is it that God may be trying to do in you through your encounter with lazy people?

God may be teaching us  how to develop patience, how to love the unlovely, how to help others to change, how to demonstrate the love of Christ in difficult situations, how to win a person to Christ through our actions, and how to have a positive attitude in and unjust situation.
9. How does a Christian help a lazy person without helping the person to continue to be lazy?

If we constantly protect a lazy person from the consequences of his or her actions, there may very little motivation on the person’s part to change.  There is a limit to how far we go in doing the person’s job. We find that sometimes we are called to take away privileges from those that become lazy as we find in 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10
2 Thessalonians 3:6-10 (Today's New International Version)  Warning Against Idleness

 6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching [a] you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "Anyone who is unwilling to work shall not eat." 
Philippians 2:1-5 (Today's New International Version)  Philippians 2 Imitating Christ's Humility

 1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.  5 In your relationships with one another, have the same attitude of mind Christ Jesus had

(1) Paul knew the believers experienced encouragement from being united with Christ. The word translated "encouragement" is paraklesis, also translated "exhortation" (which can mean either comfort or rebuke). Jesus used a form of the same word when he spoke of the Holy Spirit (the Paraclete) as the Counselor or Comforter (John 14:16). Every believer has received encouragement, exhortation, and comfort from Christ. That common experience ought to unite the Philippians (2) The Philippian believers had comfort from his love. The common experience of Christ's love should unite believers (Ephesians 5:25). In turn, their common love for Christ should cause them to love one another. This love that is available to us more than compensates for the pain and trouble we face.

(3) The Philippian believers had fellowship with the Spirit. When a person believes in Jesus Christ as Savior, he or she receives the Holy Spirit. This might be better translated, "The Spirit has brought you into fellowship with one another." Each believer has personal fellowship with the Holy Spirit in his or her private life; all the believers are united by the same Spirit in times of fellowship. This is the fellowship of the Spirit—the common participation of all believers in the Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 12:13). Because there is only one Spirit, there can be only one body (Ephesians 4:4); factions or divisiveness have no place in the body of Christ. (See also 2 Corinthians 13:14.)

(4) Paul combined tenderness and compassion—as if he were saying, "tender compassion." When the Holy Spirit works in a believer's life, fruit is produced (Galatians 5:22-23). Paul pointed out two particular "fruits" of true concern for one another that help build unity among believers. "Tenderness" refers to sensitivity to others' needs or feelings; "compassion" means feeling the sorrow of another person and desiring to help alleviate it. Such concern for one another unifies a body of believers.

2:2 Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.NIV The Philippians had given Paul great joy (1:4). Yet Paul was aware of a lack of unity in the Philippian church. For example, believers were demonstrating a false sense of spiritual superiority over others (2:3), and some were not working harmoniously with others (4:2). Paul knew that even the beginnings of divisiveness could cause major problems unless the "cracks" were repaired quickly. Even as he listed above four results of being unified with Christ and described those results as if they were already present in the church, he asked the Philippians to make his joy in them complete by responding to any problems and making any needed adjustments so that they would be truly and completely unified.

The four results of unity listed above are here joined by four goals for harmony in the church. Paul wanted the Philippians to understand the importance of a unified outlook.

(1) Because of their common experience in Christ and their common fellowship with the Holy Spirit, the believers should then be like-minded. This does not mean that the believers have to agree on everything; instead, each believer should have the mind (or attitude) of Christ, which Paul describes at length in 2:5-11. The word translated "like-minded" in this verse is the same word translated "attitude" in 2:5.

 

	LIFE APPLICATION

MIND YOUR MIND

	Why did Paul focus on the mind ("like-minded") during times of conflict and trouble? Because the mind has analytic abilities. It creates reasons and justifies actions. It harbors suspicions and catalogs offenses against us. It advocates fighting for our rights.

	A bad attitude fosters resentment. The remedy is twofold: keep the proper attitude with a wholehearted love for others, and keep unified with fellow believers. Make peacemaking a top priority.


(2) Paul also wanted the church to have the same love. Paul described the mind of Christ in 2:5-11, and these verses also describe the love of Christ. Christ's love sent him from heaven, into humble humanity, to death on a cross on behalf of sinners. Although believers cannot do what Christ did, they follow Christ's example when they express the same love in their dealings with others (see Galatians 5:22). Because the believers had received comfort from Christ's love (2:1), they ought to have that same love toward one another. They should also love like Christ as they reach out to a lost world.

(3) Jesus had prayed for future believers, "that they may be one" (John 17:22 niv). The church ought to be one in spirit. Paul's thought was the same as he wrote in 1:27. The Holy Spirit should unite the believers into one body.

(4) As they stand firm in the Spirit, they overcome small differences and work forcefully toward one purpose—a common goal (3:14-15). The church's goal was to spread the gospel. While its members could do that in various ways, they should be unified in reaching it.

If the Philippian believers sought these goals, they would maintain harmony. Paul's joy would be complete—he would have no more need to worry about them. A unified church is a formidable fortress for any enemy. The very unity of the Philippian church would ensure that it could stand against any persecution or false teaching that might come its way.

Paul would likely be horrified at the fragmentation and lack of unity among believers and churches today. While legitimate differences of doctrine must be examined, we as Christians should have more unity than division.

2:3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.NRSV Here Paul identifies the problems grating on the Philippian church. The words do nothing could just as easily be rendered "think nothing." Both nothing." Both actions and thoughts need to be guarded against ambition and conceit. 

Members in the Philippian church were causing discord by their attitudes or actions. They desired recognition or distinction, not from pure motives, but merely from selfish ambition (see also 1:17). They were creating factions based on personal prestige, drawing away members and creating parties. Their conceit, that is, their excessively favorable opinion of themselves or their abilities, caused them to place themselves above others. They were conceited about their own opinions, without reason or basis. When a group of such people gets together, looking down on everyone else for one reason or another, factions form and divisions occur. The result is an absence of any encouragement, comfort, fellowship in the Spirit, or tenderness and compassion (2:1). Those kind of people cannot work with others in the church in

 

	LIFE APPLICATION

LASTING IMPRESSIONS

	Many people—even Christians—live only to make a good impression on others or to please themselves. But self-centered living, selfish ambition, or conceit brings discord. Paul therefore stressed spiritual unity, asking the Philippians to love one another and to be one in spirit and purpose. When we work together, caring for the problems of others as if they were our problems, we demonstrate Christ's example of putting others first, and we experience unity. Don't be so concerned about making a good impression or meeting your own needs that you strain relationships in God's family. Let the Spirit of God work through you to attract others to himself.


like-mindedness and love (2:2). When people are conceited and selfishly ambitious, they ruin a church's unity. We should not tolerate arrogant leaders who are willing to split a church into factions in order to gain power and followers.

While selfish ambition and conceit can ruin unity, genuine humility can build it. Being humble involves having a true perspective about ourselves in relation to God (see Romans 12:3), which in turn gives us a correct perspective on our relationships with others. Being humble does not mean that we should put ourselves down, tell everyone how bad we are at everything, and refuse to acknowledge any good in ourselves. Instead, humility is a healthy respect for who God is, and then a healthy respect for ourselves because of what God did on our behalf. We are sinners, saved only by God's grace, but we are saved and therefore have great worth in God's kingdom. We are to lay aside selfishness and treat others with respect and common courtesy.

Regarding others as better than ourselves means that we are aware of our own failings and are thus willing to accept failings in others without looking down on them. It means that we can look for and point out the good in others, rather than just looking for and pointing out our own good qualities. It also means that we consider others' interests as more important than our own. This selfless attitude links us with Christ, who was a true example of humility. It is the very opposite of conceit and selfish ambition, and it allows believers to work together, to have tenderness and compassion, and to have the attitude and love of Christ Jesus himself.

Paul wrote to the Romans, "Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment. . . . Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves" (Romans 12:3, 10 niv). Selfish conceit has no place in a believer's life. Such pride undermines the oneness vital to the church. Instead, we ought to give other believers the value and respect they deserve. While people are different, and although we may really dislike some other believers, there is no room for pride. We must acknowledge fellow believers as valuable members of God's kingdom.

Like Paul, Peter also counseled humility. Peter had been greatly humbled in his experience of denying his Lord. He wrote: "All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 'God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.' Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time" (1 Peter 5:5-6 niv, see also 1 Peter 3:8).

2:4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.NRSV The word translated look is skopein, used by Paul to mean "regard as your aim." Each believer should not be completely absorbed in his or her own concerns and spiritual growth, but should also look at others, noting their good points and qualities. A sure cure for conceit and ambition is appreciative recognition of others' good qualities and their walk with the Lord.

In 2:21, Paul pointed out that people look to their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. It is easy to get caught up in competition, aggressive acquiring, and vying for our own rights and needs. But compared to knowing Christ, those interests seem shallow. We need Christ's attitude of self-sacrifice to look beyond ourselves to the needs of others. Ultimately, all believers must look to the one supreme Example and follow in his footsteps, which Paul will describe in 2:5-11. Paul wrote to the Romans, "We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. . . . For even Christ did not please himself" (Romans 15:1, 3 niv).

 

	LIFE APPLICATION

INTEREST RATES

	Philippi was a cosmopolitan city. The composition of the church reflected great diversity, with people from a variety of backgrounds and walks of life. Acts 16 gives us some indication of the diverse makeup of this church, which included Lydia, a Jewish convert from Asia and a wealthy businesswoman (Acts 16:14); perhaps a slave girl (see Acts 16:16-17), probably a native Greek; and the jailer serving this colony of the empire, probably a Roman (Acts 16:25-36). With so many different backgrounds among the members, unity must have been difficult to maintain. Paul encourages us to guard against any selfishness, prejudice, or jealousy that might lead to dissension. Showing genuine interest in others is a positive step forward in maintaining unity among believers.


2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.NIV If anyone didn't understand what Paul meant by acting out of humility (2:3) and looking first to others' concerns (2:4), then Paul made it clear by giving an example to follow. The believers should adopt the same attitude or frame of mind that was found in Jesus Christ, their Lord. Paul was speaking to the Philippian church as a whole, describing the church's attitude, that each believer, as part of the whole, was to have Jesus' attitude of service so that the entire church would be thus characterized.

Many people feel that they can't control their moods or attitudes. But Paul doesn't accept the fact that Spirit-filled Christians are slaves to their attitudes. Christ had this attitude; so must we. "Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires" (Romans 8:5 niv). One of the great myths of popular psychology that has drifted into the church today deals with impulsive behavior based on emotions. In an attempt to get in touch with our feelings, this myth advocates that we must do what our feelings indicate. Christians are able to be in touch with their feelings but still do what following Christ requires. Those who accept Jesus Christ as Savior enter a community of believers, the church. Believers are to obey their Savior because of who he is and what he has done on their behalf. Paul eloquently describes this in the following verses.

 

	LIFE APPLICATION

CAN'T IMAGINE?

	Imagine Jesus as a grump, so negative by midday that people cross the street to avoid eye contact.

	Or imagine Jesus waking in the morning and making statements like, "What a dull day. I'm sleeping in."

	If Jesus doesn't fit these scenes, neither should you. In the morning, get up with the zest Jesus had, sure that God the Father will guide each hour. As dusk approaches, refresh yourself in the tender mercies of the Lord, and don't let the day's pressures make you a grump. Live your day like Jesus lived his.


Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Philippians, Colossians, & Philemon.
10.  For a believer, the issue is not so much,  how am I going to get this person to change as it is, how is God desiring to change me, to be able to love this person who is getting on my last nerve in this house.  How does what Christ has done for us impact what we are willing to do for others?

The more we realize just how many times God forgives us, how many times we get to start over, and how many times we need help, the more we should be willing to extend those same courtesies to our sisters and brothers in Christ.
11. What are some things we do out of selfish ambition or vain conceit that causes those close around us not to go along with our game plan?  What does selfish ambition and vain conceit even look like in a Christian or how is it covered over to appear normal.

We can insist on a job being done a certain way or by a certain time when in reality there may be several ways to do a job and the time pressure we put on it is just arbitrarily selected and really does not matter all that much. But our level of perfection may be nothing more than a selfish ambition to prove something about ourselves or trying to impress others.  My desire for a child to get an A may have more with my wanting to brag about my child than my child’s abilities.  
We can use the cliché “we want this to look like this for the glory of God” when  there may be other ways to demonstrate the glory of God in that situation.   It’s easy to confuse our agenda with the glory of God.

12.  What do you think this passage means when it says “ in humility value others above yourselves?”

We need to see ourselves as God sees us with our failings and failures and yet we still have the knowledge of God’s love for us.  When we see how God treats us, we need to value others for what God may be doing in and through them.  The less we exalt ourselves over others, the more compassionate and understanding we can be in relating to some of the things they may be going through.
	 LIFE APPLICATION

COMPARISONS

	People often compare themselves to others to excuse their behavior or to bolster their pride. They may think, for example, "What I did wasn't so bad. After all, look at what she did." They may look at people who are worse off and think that they are pretty good in comparison. Or they may think the worst of people and quickly judge them. Those kinds of comparisons can only lead to pride and self-centeredness. Paul wrote that instead we should assume that others are better than we are, giving them the benefit of the doubt. In so doing, we will build others up and develop humility. We need to show consideration to others.


13.  Is there an area in your home life  in which you consider your way the only” real right way for something to be done is the way you want it done”?  What keeps you from making a compromise in this area?
Yes.  It boils down to holding on to a tradition that was passed on to me by my familyl
14.  What do you think it would look like for each person to have the mind of Christ in working together to build a family?

I think the home would have a lot more people saying thanks and showing their appreciation for each other.  I think  there would be a lot less petty arguing, and thinking that a person did something to deliberately hurt us. I think the family would be a lot closer to each other and to God.
15.  The two most important things we can in life are to love God and then to love people.  How well do the way you  do your part in the home,  reflect  these two actions?

I’m still working on both. I probably need more help on loving people. I’m not always sure what people actually need.
16. What are some of the unnecessary pressures we put on each other in our homes, that we could let go of in hopes of being able to work together more happily?

1) artificial time deadlines   2) stringent demands or standards of doing jobs 3) being inflexible with discipline  4) having to be declared the winner or to be right  5) having to have the last words 6) unnecessary comparisons to others  7) having to reach a certain standard of living and maintaining it.
Life-Sharing & Pioneers Lesson 4 “The Dining Room- Being Kind”
John 6:5-13  Ephesians 4:32-5:2

1.  What are some of the kind of words you should hear often in a dining room with a large group of people sitting around the same table eating together?

1. Please pass the  2) thank you for  3) this meal is great 4) my compliments to the cook 5) I thank the Lord for  
2.  What is one of the kindest acts someone has done for you that you probably won’t forget?

The time my family was in a car accident in another state, and some passerbys came by and took us to their home to spend the night until our car could be repaired the next day.  I was about 10 or 11 at the time.

3.  What if anything is wrong the philosophy, “I’ll start being kinder in my family when they start being nicer to me.”

The family may never start being nicer to you.  They may be waiting for you to take the first move toward kindness.
John 6:5-13 (Today's New International Version)

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.     7 Philip answered him, "It would take almost a year's wages [a] to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!"     8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?"     10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.     12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
4. The feeding of the 5000 was made possible by the act of kindness coming out of a family.  A mother was kind enough to make a lunch, a father was kind enough to take a son  to see Jesus, and a little boy was kind enough to offer the disciples his lunch when Andrew asked who had brought some food.   How often do you think this family told the story of their lunch being used that day?
Probably about every chance they got when somebody started talking about Jesus. They probably became known as the family with the lunch Jesus used to feed the 5000.

5.  Why are even small acts of kindness so important in our home and in our church?

We never know who is going to be blessed by it, we never know how God is going to use it, we never know whose life is going to be changed, and we never know how our lives are going to be changed.  Not only that, they are what we are supposed to be doing as believers in order to advance the kingdom of God.
6.  How do our acts of kindness become  sacrifices and praise offerings to God?

Whenever we do something that we may not feel like doing and our motivation for doing it is love, we are offering sacrifices and praise offerings to God.  That is why our whole lives can be full of worship whether we are  at home, at work, at school, or at church. An act of kindness for another person, is a chance to make a difference for the cause of Christ.  What is true religion according to James chapter 1.   26 “Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”   This  passage is a matter of kindness with our words and kindness with our actions in relating to others.
7.  On a scale of 1 to 7, how intentional are you about being kind to those in your home on a daily basis?

8. Christians run into the problem of people trying to take advantage of their kindness. How should a believer handle the situation of being asked to co-sign a loan to help a person in an emergency situation?
First the Christian should recognize that there is a reason a person needs a co-signor and that reason is the person has some unpaid debts that they refused to pay.  It is very unlikey that the person has had a change in their behavior and character around the issue of money. 

 Second the person should realize he or she is acting contrary to the word of God in co-signing a loan.  Proverbs 6:1-10 (Today's New International Version)

Proverbs 6-1-5

 1 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor,  if you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger, you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth. 3 So do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands:  Go—to the point of exhaustion— [a]  and give your neighbor no rest!   4 Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids.  5 Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter,  like a bird from the snare of the fowler. 

You should only co-sign on a loan if you do not mind paying the debt off for the other person. If you are going to be angry or upset at paying it off, then you should not do it. If you are still convinced the person is going to pay off the loan, you should insist on the person taking out a life-insurance policy and making you the beneficiary to cover the debt if something happens to the person.  This will keep some people from asking you to co-sign because they are going to want you to take all the risk of the  loan.  If they can’t pay for a term life-insurance policy, they probably can’t afford the payments.  You should insist they pay you the money for the bill and you then pay the creditor.  Otherwise, you will not know that have stopped making payments until after they are way behind and your credit is shot.  You will hear it from the company and not from the person.
9. If a family member is being evicted tomorrow, and the person calls to ask if he/she/they can move in with you for a while, what kind of questions should a kind Christian ask  before saying yes or no?
1. Why are you being evicted?    2.  When did you first know about this?  3. What did you do to try to stop it early in the process?  4. Who else did you go to for help?  5. How long do you plan to stay?  6.  How is this going to affect me and my family? 6. Can I afford to feed this family and to pay the higher utility costs? 7. Is their  lifestyle compatible with mine?  8.  What are the rules of your home that must be followed?  9. What will you require of them while they are with you. 10. What is the Lord saying to you?  11. What has been this person’s track record in the past?  12.  What is going to happen if you say no?
Some people cause themselves to get into jams because of simply being irresponsible. Their irresponsibility does not dictate a crisis for you.  The crisis is there crisis, not yours.  Help may mean, No, but I will put you in a motel for a night to give you time to check out  some other options.  Sometimes, if a person changes his or her attitude, they can go back to the place they were put out of.  If a person refused to follow the rules in one place, it is unlikely they will follow the rules in your home.
Ephesians 4:32-5:2 (Today's New International Version)32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  1 Follow God's example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
The previous way of life must be put off (4:31) and the new life put on. Believers ought to be kind to one another. Kindness means acting charitably and benevolently toward others, as God has done toward us. Kindness takes the initiative in responding generously to others' needs. The Psalms and writings of the prophets say much about God's kindness. Because believers have received kindness, we ought to act with kindness toward others.

The word for tenderhearted is also translated "compassionate." Compassion is genuine sensitivity and heartfelt sympathy for the needs of others. Compassion characterizes God.

Believers must also be constantly forgiving one another. In what way? Even as God in Christ forgave you. Though Christ has bridged the gap between us and God so that we are forgiven once and for all, we only experience God's forgiveness in personal, practical ways as we learn to forgive others from day to day. None of us has experienced as great a wrong against ourselves as that which we have all done to God (Matthew 18:33). God had to give up his only Son to forgive us; we have nothing to give up but our selfish natures and our unwillingness to forgive those who have wronged us. Christ taught this law of forgiveness (Matthew 6:14-15; 18:35; Mark 11:25). We also see it in the Lord's Prayer—"Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors" (Matthew 6:12 nkjv). God does not forgive us because we forgive others, but solely because of his great mercy. As we come to understand his mercy, however, we will want to be like him. Having received forgiveness, we will pass it on to others. Those who are unwilling to forgive have not patterned their lives after Christ, who was willing to forgive even those who crucified him (Luke 23:34).

Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Ephesians.
10. How does one go about becoming a kind and compassionate person in a home where nobody else is making that kind of a commitment to them?

It’s a choice to behave in a certain way for the cause of Christ.  Your motivation has to be to please the Lord.  You may have to do it for a long time before anyone even notices it. You may even have to take some ridicule for doing it in the beginning. You are choosing to intentionally become more loving.
11.  How is being kind and compassionate related to “forgiving each other”?  Why do you think “forgiving each other” follows “being kind and compassionate” rather than being listed first in the verse.

Being kind and compassionate means that we are actively engaged taking the initiative in a situation. Even when we are trying to be kind and compassionate, we are going to be misunderstood and our motives questioned. The enemy will try to misconstrue what we have done in the eyes of others.   Instead of giving up because what we are doing is not working, we should instead be willing to forgive each other and try again.

12.  What is the cost involved in making our homes a kinder place to be?
There has to be a lot more saying “I’m sorry”, “thank you”, “please”, and “I can help”.  There has to be a willingness to forgive and move one.  There has to be a willingness to adjust to each other’s personalities and styles of communicating.  The attitudes have to be left at the door and be replaced  by thinking of what’s best for us all.  Basically we are putting to death our own selfish nature in order to build the family. 
13.  How should kindness impact the disappointments that are going to enter into our lives through our other family member’s poor choice and actions?

We are going to let them know, their decisions have not ended our love for them, and that we can sometimes make a distinction between them and their actions. Our kindness is not rooted in their performance but in our relationship to God.  Kindness keeps us from wanting them to get what they deserve when what they deserve is something negative.
14.  What’s one thing you can do to be a little kinder in your home?
Simply smile more often
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