         Welcome to Lifesharing Lesson 1, “Who Is In Charge Anyway”.  We are looking at the issue, who or what  is going  to be in charge of telling us the most effective way to serve God.  Is the Bible to be our source of inspiration for discovering who God is? How should we go about deciding what is right and what is wrong?  Where should we get our information about what God requires of us.

As a church we belong to the Presbyterian Church United States of America. There are about 11,000 C_______________ in the group. 

 Every 2 years we have a national meeting in which a host of things are voted upon concerning every walk of life.  That meeting is called General A________________ or GA for short. 

 We can see all around us what happens when people decide to live by their own rules. They say, that might be true for you, but it’s not T___________ for me.

.  The church is called to be faithful to God no matter what happens in the society A_____________ it.  

Some of the leaders in our denomination are seeking to take the denomination in a direction that is opposed to the W________ of God. 

For instance, the bible makes it clear that “Jesus Christ is the only way to God.”  Jesus himself said, “I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the F______________ except through me.”  The book of Acts in the bible tells us, “that there is no other name by which we can be saved except by the name of Jesus.”  

Yet at our General Assembly, there was a move to try to combine the idea that the God of the Jews and the Muslims is the same God we worship but just in a D____________________ way.  

The bible is clear that sexual standards should apply to all believers but even more so to those who want to be ordained as elders, deacons, and ministers in the church.

  Last summer at the GA meetings, the General Assembly voted to remove from the constitution the paragraph insisting that people for ordination be faithful to their spouses and avoid being involved in sex if they are not married.

  However,  The General Assembly voted to give churches and presbyteries the right to exempt people from having to follow this behavior if the person is otherwise qualified.  

  How can a person be qualified to be a leader in the church, if the person objects to having their sexual lifestyle governed by the S_______________.  

Can you imagine Moses giving the people the 10 commandments only to have the people vote on them with them saying we approve of 7 of them, but we want an exemption on the other T____________.

           The law said that only the P_________________ could offer incense in the temple to God.  King Uzziah was a very powerful king over God’s people.  He sincerely believed that he was just as holy as the priests, and that he could go into the temple to offer incense

          He went into the temple area and was immediately struck by God with the disease of leprosy. …….  His attempt to deny the word of God and change it, ending up hurting him for the rest of his L__________.

         God had chosen Moses to lead the people and to help them in their walk with God. One priest by the name of Korah, and two other men named Dathan and Abarim, rejected Moses’ teachings.  They said, “Look, all of the people here are equally holy, and you have no right to lead over us. We will not listen to you any longer

 The 250 men who were burning incense before the Lord were all burned up when the fire from the Lord consumed them.  They were sincere in their beliefs in trying to change what God had ordered, but that did not keep them from losing their L______________.

         The people who are in leadership positions in our denomination,  who working to change our  denomination standards  may be sincere, but sincerity does not make it R_____________. 

They  also want to punish the churches who do not agree with them by suing them in court to force them to stay in the denomination.  They voted to set aside 2 million D_____________ to help presbyteries sue churches to get their property if they try to leave the denomination. 

         In an another attempt to keep churches from knowing the truth about what the leaders of our denomination are pushing for, in a recent decision out by the highest Presbyterian Court just last month in Octover, they ruled a church cannot call a congregational meeting for the purpose of discussing or seeking dismissal from the denomination without having a presbytery person present and have the approval of the presbytery for the M___________________. 

              So if our church voted 210 to 5 to leave the denomination, but did not have the presbytery’s approval for the meeting, none of the members votes would count.   Under this latest ruling,  Since we are in the process of trying to decide whether to leave the denomination, if we had not told Presbytery about this back in July, this bible study could be deemed a secret and illegal act by the presbytery

What should hold a group of believers together in a denomination is a common commitment to Jesus Christ, a common commitment to the obedience to the word of God, and a common commitment to love one another as we partnership in carrying out the work of Christ.  We should not be held together by a T________________ to remove officers and ministers from their positions or by a threat to take away a church’s property.

           There are several churches that have left our denomination over what they consider a lack of faithfulness to the Scriptures. Some left with their property, some had to pay for their property, and some simply walked away from their property rather than go to C____________ over it.  There are other churches who have believe the denomination is being unfaithful, but they wish to fight to try to change the direction the denomination is headed, or to simply try to be a witness to the truth of the Scriptures as a L__________ in a denomination heading toward darkness. 

 There are other churches that are happy to simply go along with the way the denomination is going, some of them aware of what is taking place and many of them not. 

         One thing for sure is that the highest court has given the presbyteries much more P___________ and authority to use against local churches who oppose the denomination. A presbytery can now force a church to stay in the denomination simply by not allowing it to have a congregational meeting  to discuss it’s desire to leave. The session and the minister can be removed if the church tries to meet with out presbytery’s approval.  A presbytery administrative commission would take over the church.

       The churches that stay may have a much more difficult R_______________ ahead if they insist on being faithful to Christ and to the word of God.  Our denominational officials have no intent on changing the direction it is headed.  A new team is being put into place as to how the Presbyterian churches can bless homosexual unions  in the church and what the new standards should be for teaching our children about sexual behaviors which are to be permitted by our youth, our singles and our married couples.

As we study the word of God, you need to ask yourself, what does it mean to be F________________ to God as a church, when the leadership of the church has allowed the standards of the world to determine the standards of the church.

 We must also take seriously the warning find in the Scriptures in 2 Timothy 4:3 (NIV) 
3 For the time will come when men and women will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  Let us be the church that will always be willing to proclaim without apology, “this is what the bible says.”
PAGE  
1

