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How Well Do You Hear—How Well Do You Listen

Parable Of The Sower  Matthew 13:1-23

Life-Sharing Lesson 1

 Matthew 13:1-23 (NIV) 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 
2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear." 10 The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?" 11 He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 
12 Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' 16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 
       18 "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 
21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown." 

  1.  When was the last time you "tuned out" a speaker?

2.  What are some spiritual cliches or religious catch-phrases that people often use that have very little real meaning to people outside the church?

3. What do you think the purpose of a parable is?

4. Who Is Jesus directing this parable to?

5.  What is different about the four kinds of soil in the parable?

6.  The last time you tried to tell someone about Christ, what type of soil did you encounter?

7.   What is it that is being sown on the soil?

8.  When are our hearts most like the seeds that fell among the path?

9. Which type of soil  do you think is the greatest threat to the health of the church and why?

10.  If an outside observer was looking at you, which type of soil would they have seen in your life the most this past week?

11. Why do we have a hard time remembering sermons by Wednesday?

12.  What can we do to make our soil more receptive to the seed that is being sown?

 13.  How could you listen more faithfully and intently to the Word of God and to the voice of God. 

14.  How could you become a more faithful sower of the word this week.
What’s Been Planted In Your Life

The Parable of the Weeds - Matthew 13:24-43

Life-Sharing Lesson 2

Matthew 13:24-43 (NIV) 
24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 
26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' 
28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 
29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" 
31 He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 
32 Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches." 
33 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." 
34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable. 
35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world." 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." 
37 He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 
41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 
42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

 1. If you don’t plant weeds, why on earth do they grow in your gardens and flower beds?

2.  When was a time you were surprised that you thought someone was not the person you thought he or she was?

3. Many times, people would like to get rid of the hypocrites in the church?  What’s the danger in taking this position?

4.  Why  does  God seem content with sometimes letting the wicked and the good stay together?

5. When should we not allow the wicked and the good to stay together?

6.   How do we handle this parable with   the passage in 1 Corin that says: 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 (NIV) 9 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people-- 
10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 
12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside?  13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you." 

7.   What happens to a church if there is no form of church discipline? What role does repentance and forgiveness play in church discipline?

8.  This passage deals with judgment but it does not focus on the immediate situation in which we live.  How is judging the actions of a person, different from determining the final destiny?

8a.   What do you think is meant by the phrase, “the end of the age.”

9.  When you think of the final judgment of God, what kind of images come to your mind.

10.  Is it possible to have a perfect church or perfect Bible Study Group? Why or Why Not?

12. What makes it difficult to separate the  good seed from the bad seed in the church?

How Much Is It Worth To You

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl - Matthew 13:44-46
Life-Sharing Lesson 3
Matthew 13:44-46 (NIV) 
44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 
46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

1.   Would you be willing to sell everything you owned in order to buy an ordinary box that contained a diamond that was worth 10 million dollars? Why or why not?

2. In our parables today, why did the man buy the field that was for sale?  Who got the better deal, the buyer or the seller?

3. Why does the merchant sell everything he has to get the pearl of great value?

4.  What is the price involved in each parable to obtain the kingdom of heaven?

5.  Do you agree or disagree with the statement, “it doesn’t cost anything to follow Jesus, salvation is free.”  Defend your position.

6.  If somebody asked you, “how much does it really cost to follow Jesus,” what would you tell them?  How would you justify the price you quoted?

7.   How does following Jesus go beyond giving up a few bad habits and starting to go to church? 

8. In the parables, the two people were thrilled with the purchases they made? Why do believers lack that kind of joy over finding Christ?

9.  How do material things or people become more important or of more value  to us, than following Christ?

10.  What are ways in which we show the value of Christ to our lives?

11. If Christ said to us as he did the rich young ruler,    ‘go sell all you have, give to the poor and come follow me”,  what would be the most difficult thing for us to let go of in the sale?

12. What relationships, possessions, or personal ambitions are you reluctant to give up for Christ?

13. Why do we sometimes feel uncomfortable around Christians who have made great sacrifices in order to serve the Lord?

14. In comparison to what they received, did the two men in the parables make a great sacrifice to obtain their possessions?  Why or Why not?

PAGE  
1

