Lesson #2               December 2008                   Pastor Toby

Who is Jesus – Son of God or Just Another Way?

TEXT: John 14:6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”

The Bible says that Jesus Christ is “the Son of God.”

* Jesus is fully God and fully  __________.

* Jesus eternally exists with ________.

There are only some things that Jesus does that only God can do.

 One is ___________ as we recall from the “man on the mat” story in Mark 2:1-12. “Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or ‘Get up, pick up your mat, and walk’? I will prove that I, the Son of Man, have the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, take your mat, and go on home, because you are healed!”

Jesus had a ________ body. (Luke 2:52)

Jesus had a human spirit and _______. (Matthew 26:38)

Jesus also demonstrated _________ human characteristics. (Matthew 4:2) (John 11:35)

So, according to the _______, Jesus was fully God and fully human.

God created us and wants to have a relationship with us.

But because of our disobedience that broke our relationship with God sent Jesus Christ to make it possible to have a ___________ with God once again.

When it comes to Jesus Christ there are two key questions that we must ask and answer: 1. What does one do with Jesus?

2. Who do you say Jesus is? Is he the Son of God? Or is He merely a prophet like the Muslims believe? Or a good man like many people believe?


How we answer these two questions, makes or breaks our faith.


Critical to a growing and healthy faith and trust in God, is a rock solid ________in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

CAN'T STRADDLE THE FENCE: Many have not decided whether to follow Christ or embrace the world.

Many have not made up their minds, whom they will serve and have resolved to hedge their bets by keeping one ____ in both worlds. 

This was the dilemma that the children of Israel faced when they came into the Promised Land. 

   The Presbyterian Church USA is in serious trouble.          

The General Assembly today, by majority vote, has conveyed to our congregations and to the world that it rejects the Bible's teaching and our Reformed confessions' affirmation that homosexual behavior does not comport with Christian faith. 

The Assembly also is asking our presbyteries to remove by their vote the constitutional requirement of "fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness" as a standard for officers in this denomination. 

Moreover, this Assembly has adopted a constitutional interpretation that is intended to strip the church of its ability to set any binding standards for the behavior of its officers. 

These decisions place the Presbyterian Church (USA) in spiritual jeopardy.  GA did approve trying to build relationships with Jews and Muslims by attending their services and getting a better understanding of their holidays.  Our goal should be to let Jews and Muslims know that Jesus is the Christ, and that they need His work on the cross just as much as we do.  

We did not make up the statement that Jesus was the only way.  Jesus says in John 14:6 (NIV) 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Our denomination has been attempting for several years to move away from this declaration by becoming more inclusive of others points of view. 
              Why are we discussing leaving?

*We want to remain under biblical authority with the freedom and expectation of preaching the word of God in its totality.

*We want to ordain elders and deacons in accordance with the Word of God.

*We want to stand up for God’s view of marriage and sexual behavior for all of our members.

*We want to boldly proclaim that Jesus is the only Way just as Jesus declared without being alienated by the denomination we are a part of in the process.  

 * Our being obedient To The Leading Of The Spirit is Priceless.

As the boy in the story, who jumped safely into his dad’s hands, our experience as a church, has taught us to trust in God at all times and in all situations. When we trust God, God will ___________ for all of our needs.
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