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Lesson 13 “Why Does God Allow Christians To Suffer”  1 Peter 4:12-19

Peter creates no illusions for Christians under his care. God's plan for your life often but not always includes pain and hardship. When trouble comes, don't be surprised, he writes. It's normal. God will help you through it. The Christian life holds plenty of wonderful surprises— friendship, intimacy, heaven itself—but about pain and struggle we are forewarned. It's coming. Trust God and be encouraged. Your trial will test and refine your faith. Life Application Bible Commentary

1 Peter 4:12-19 (NIV) 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 19 So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 
1. When was the first time you suffered some pain or setback after becoming a Christian?

2. Today we here a lot about wealth, health and prosperity? Some teach that a Christian should be going from one victory to another and rise above the problems of this world with no sicknesses or diseases. Many Christians today are being killed for naming the Lord Jesus Christ.  How does this passage  in Peter line up with that idea that if you have faith, you don’t have to have suffering?

3. What’s the difference between being insulted for Christ or suffering for Christ and suffering as a criminal or lawbreaker?

4.  We are far removed from the persecution of believers in China or some Muslim nations who are imprisoned or murdered for their faith. What does it mean for us in this country to suffer as a Christian?

5.  When does Jesus call us to voluntarily suffer for his name sake?  Jesus spoke of denying ourselves to follow Christ. What does that look like in practical every day living at home.

6.  How would giving up a boyfriend/girlfriend  you love who is not living for God, be an instance of suffering for the name of Christ?

7.  What is the purpose of suffering in the life of a believer?

8.  What is the purpose of judgment in the family of God?

9.  How can we know if someone is suffering according to God’s will or suffering because of bad choices they made?  If a person who smoked for years died a painful death from lung cancer, was that God’s will for the person, God’s judgment, or reaping what has been sown? (What should I response be to the person in each situation.)

10.  Is it possible to have enough faith to keep suffering from entering your life.  See John 16:33

11. What suffering are you experiencing today that you need prayer for to remain victorious in your Christian journey?

            Lesson 14   You’ve Been Called To Be A Shepherd   1 Peter 5:1-6

God is pleased with those people who give up wealth and prestige to serve his kingdom, and with all those who serve faithfully, remaining loyal under persecution. To all his followers, God promises a huge bonus when finally their race is run. But Christ gives the crown of glory on his terms, not ours. It comes from him, not from people. It's given at his proper time.—Life Application Bible Commentary

1 Peter 5:1-6 (NIV) 
1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 
1.  What are the two top qualities  you would like to have in yourself as a leader?

2.   What is the role of the shepherd in relation to the sheep?

3.  All of us are called to be leaders somewhere either at church, at home, at work, in clubs, or on teams.  Where-ever we are, we should strive to manifest the characteristics in this passage?   Every leader has a certain amount of authority?  How do we abuse authority as leaders?

4.  What is the danger of being eager for money?  How has this caused havoc in people’s lives today on a national scale?

5.  How does a parent or boss act depending on whether the person has a “serving heart” or a “lording heart” in dealing with a person who has somehow come up short in a given situation?

6.  Whenever you are over a group of people, they have been entrusted to your care? Why is it so important for you to be an example of the behavior you want out of them?

7.  The Chief Shepherd is watching all that we do, in every organization we are in, to see if we are representing him well.  Jesus fully intends to reward us for our behavior.  How should this cause us to see our children, our classroom, or the people under us on our jobs  as part of our ministry for Christ?

8.  This passage calls us as followers to have a respect for our leaders. What happens when we choose to hold back respect and honor that is due to a leader on the job.  What happens when we choose to hold back respect and honor that is due to the head usher, the choir director, or the person in charge of the nursery?

9.  What keeps us in the body of Christ from clothing ourselves with humility toward one another?

10.  Why on earth does God have such a problem with people who have a proud heart?

11. How do our actions today, determine  the coming of the due time in which God may lift us up?

                         Lesson 15 God  Is Still In Control  1 Peter 5:6-14

CARE-CASTINGHow do we cast all care upon God? Try this simple prayer:

"Heavenly Father, you know what problems I face today. You know where I will meet discouragement, and where I may feel too weak to go on. You know that most of my anxiety is over worldly pursuits that won't matter when I am with you in eternity. Today I will trust you each hour for the strength, wisdom, and love to make this day worthwhile. In all my busyness today, let me feel all your joy. Amen."—Life Application Bible Commentary

1 Peter 5:7-14 (NIV) 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 
1. What was something that happened to you, that indicated to you that God was still in control?

2.  What does it mean to know that God cares for us? What does it mean if we have an incurable disease?

3.  What keeps a believer from being self-controlled and alert?  How is it that we allow ourselves to become somewhat lazy?

4.  This passage indicates the devil has a strategy in his attack plan. What kind of person would he be seeking to devour? 

 When would you be most vulnerable to an attack by Satan—When you’re lonely, afraid, in pain, disappointed, angry, happy, or have everything going well for you?

5. Verse 9 tells us to resist him and stand firm. What does that look like for a believer who’s child, wife, or husband has become hooked on cocaine.  The person has prayed and prayed for the other member, but nothing has changed?

6.  What is the value in knowing that other brothers and sisters have gone through the same problems and circumstances which are now entering into your life?

7.   If God is able to make us strong and steadfast, why doesn’t God just keep the suffering from entering our lives in the first place?

8.  Why does God seem more interested in our character than our happiness?

9.  Peter writes this letter, which details suffering for all, is the true grace of God.  How do we fail people by telling them, “if you give your life to Jesus, everything is going to get better for you.”?

10.   What would you say to the person who says, “Since we are King’s Kids, we are always going to have the best of the things in this life.”?
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